Mat 188
Secular Humanism a religion of SELF

I Just want to thank those who have been on my website prbministry.org and used the Paypal credit card button recently…thank you!

 If you need a tax receipt, a copy of my book or my notes or even a question, please just send me an email from that website and it goes directly to my personal email.

I need prayers for my youngest step-daughter Paola, she may be facing some medical issues and I need prayer warriors for that.
We are uncertain if it is serious or minor either way this is my daughter and I ask for the prayers please.

Mat 14:31 Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”
Mat 14:32 When they got into the boat, the wind stopped.
Mat 14:33 And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “You are certainly God’s Son!”
/Mat 14:34 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that place recognized Him, they sent word into all that surrounding district and brought to Him all who were sick;\
Mat 14:36 and they implored Him that they might just touch the fringe of His cloak; and as many as touched it were cured.
The name Gennesaret has a Hebrew origin, which often means- "garden”; many scholars believe the full name means "princely gardens." 

It is applied to a district on the Northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee, a very plush and fertile area. 

This area represents a nice section or town on the northwest shore line of the sea of Galilee.
First off we have the main concern or focus is not on welcoming TLJC and acknowledging Him as the Messiah, salvation is not the priority nor is any cordial manners or welcoming attitude shown when Jesus steps off the boat.

We will see the first thing they do when TLJC arrives and a few of the leaders in the village recognize Jesus as the famous healer & prophet, is they run home and gather the sick & crippled.

There are several analogies in this set of scriptures closing out Matthew chapter 14.

/The occupation with healings and miracles is not a saving system of true belief on Christ. It is excitement and recognition that something or someone special has an ability that you find amusing or useful. It is a very self-serving attitude.\

Many people and sadly many people who had been well off and educated were interested in Jesus as the prophet and healer but never truly recognized the Savior and unique God-man who was right in front of them.
We have a great deal of this in the world today and right in the church of Jesus Christ!
/Though large crowds were entertained and impressed by the Lord whether it was His teachings or healings and miracles not everyone who came into contact with Jesus Christ was saved.\
There is a large portion of this crowd who just wanted to see and touch Him but not really get to know Him and hear His teaching of truth.

Their mindset was - What can I get from this magician or prophet if I can just reach out and touch Him when He passes by.

/Mat 14:36 and they implored (parakaleō) Him that they might just touch the fringe of His cloak; and as many as touched it were cured.
Taken from the same Greek word used for the Helper (Holy Spirit), means to come along side to guide or in this case to come near to find comfort or healing.\  PARA-CLAY-AH-OH
This is the Greek verb in the masculine noun we get PARA-KLET-US the counselor or helper who guides us, God the HS.       REPEAT

See how it tells us – as many as in verse 36, speaking to some who did and others did not, it is clear that everybody who came running up to TLJC was not attended too.
That Greek pronoun hosos (HUS-US) does not mean everybody…it means a few or a certain group but definitive not all. 
As many as- speaks to a group not all.
/We can assume when Mat 14:36 states that those who did touch Jesus were cured that it is highlighting salvation in conjunction with the physical healing. God knew in eternity past that a certain number would be positive toward Christ and therefore they were the ones who not only got saved but healed simultaneously.\ 

The majority of teachers and theologians seem to concur that TLJC did not spend much time in that crowd because they did not fully understand who He was nor did they respect Him. 
/The one protocol they did get right was that they needed to come toward the Lord which means they were seeking Him. That is why the ones who did get saved & healed became followers and influenced others in that town. There is not a sense that the Lord healed hundreds and that all the crowd was converted.\

The plan was laid out in eternity past therefore anyone who would be positive toward Christ was in that group who touched the Lord as He passed by.

/Jhn 6:37 “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.
Jhn 6:65  And He was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father.”\

This does not condone the false teaching of some denominations that only some are chosen for heaven…that is a lie!

The Trinity knew in eternity past the completed plan and everyone who would reject it, even though it would be offered for ALL to come to Christ.
The problem we have in churches and communities today is very similar to this nice neighborhood on the northern coast of Galilee we see here in this last scripture of Matthew chapter 14.
They enjoy the show…they like the entertainment value and they seem on the surface to be Christians but what they truly rely upon is self.  How they can get ahead, what they can do to lift themselves up in their own power and human plans.
      REPEAT
It is not that they were criminals, or even uneducated or bad people by any standard, just self-serving and reliant upon what their own desires and beliefs were all about.
They were in the early stages of what we now call humanism.

This is so extremely pertinent as to what most people live in today…here is the basic definition you can look up for yourself;
/ Humanism- an outlook or system of thought attaching prime importance to human rather than divine or supernatural matters. Humanist beliefs stress the potential value and goodness of human beings, emphasize common human needs, and seek solely rational ways of solving human problems.\

It is the strongest and most prevalent belief system across the globe and has been popular since the 1800’s it actually began from Roman and Greek philosophy and educational systems. 

You get a little history lesson almost every time you study the Bible accurately.

You see the Greeks had gods they worshipped, many came from the ancient gods known as fallen angels and there are respected scholars and theologians that will tell you Zeus was a representation of Satan as the father or leader.
The Romans also had gods and goddesses but both cultures when they had come into contact during the rise of the Roman empire began to rely more and more upon educational systems and science or philosophy began to gain great strength within that time period.

/The highly educated and wealthy socialites of the first century garnered greater confidence in self, secular wisdom over their ancestor’s gods & goddesses. What they would do is still follow through with ritualistic worship and protocol of their forefathers but they were not putting their trust in human intellect. \

It got popular for that time period and faded about a two hundred years after the Cross of Christ into pockets of societies and cultures but it had a huge comeback in the late 1700’s.

One of the reasons it faded nearly two hundred years after the Cross of Christ was because a new man-made religious system was building power and weaving itself into the seat of authority through counseling and working with Royal families and wealthy land owners.
We know them today as the Roman catholic Church.

They needed power and wealth and so they had to keep mankind bowing down to them for faith & counsel. 
What they did was to establish themselves as a form of deity, also marrying themselves to the throne or government bodies around the world. 

Eventually they would sit one man on top of a religious throne we know call the Pope and declare a piece of land as their own sovereign state. We call that Vatican City today.

But secular humanism in one form or another has been around since Cain established his own worship system with God.

It has always been around in one aspect or another but the strength of it today is really at a peak.

There is a great book on it called -
SECULAR HUMANISM:
the most dangerous religion in America
[bookmark: _Hlk44074239]It was written by Homer Duncan around 1979. He was a Baptist minister and great author, he died back in 2006.
           REPEAT

I want to read some paragraphs and personal notes I got from some of this book today because it is apparent what we see in Matt 14:36 is what we most people live in today in 2020.
 To state it bluntly, Humanism is the religion which glorifies man and dethrones God. 
Its avowed aim is to replace theism with humanism. 
John W. Whitehead and John Conlan, writing in the Texas Tech Law Review, define Secular Humanism in this way:
 
/The word “secular” by definition refers to “the temporal rather than spiritual.” “Secularism” is a doctrinal belief that morality is based solely in regard to the temporal well-being of mankind to the exclusion of all belief in God, a supreme being, or a future eternity. “Humanism” is a philosophy or attitude that is concerned with human beings, their achievement and interests, and the condition or quality of being human, rather than with the abstract beings and problems of theology.\    REPEAT
ELABORATE
This is the ultimate definition of living in the OSN…notice it doesn’t tell us that people are criminal or immoral just that SELF is the driving force.
“Secularism is nontheistic and “humanism is secular because it excludes the basic tenets of theism. Therefore, Secular Humanism is nontheistic. 

This tells us that faith, religion and God are not part of their inner beliefs or guiding force in their soul. 
However, while Secular Humanism is nontheistic, it is religious because it directs itself toward religious beliefs and practices, that are in active opposition to traditional theism. 
REPEAT
Humanism is a doctrine centered solely on human interests and values. Therefore, humanism deifies Man collectively and individually, whereas theism worships God.

Hence the term from pulpits like mine - that mankind makes little gods of themselves.
 
The basic beliefs of Humanism have been summarized in this way:
 
Specifically, what are some of the principles or articles of faith of Humanist belief that find their way into public and even private education? Above all,
 
/ Humanists do not believe in God and, of course, they do not believe in salvation or damnation. They believe in the theory of evolution, a theory that is often presented as fact in many schools and textbooks. Humanists believe that everyone has a right to full sexual freedom, the right to express their individual sexual preferences as they desire.\    REPEAT
There is not set standard because there is no responsibility to God only self.
/They believe that everyone, regardless of age or condition, has a right to determine the values and goals that affect their lives. They believe in the right to suicide, abortion and euthanasia. They adhere to situation ethics morality, meaning they do not live by or believe in absolute standards of morality. \

They believe everyone has a right to maximum individual autonomy, meaning the right of each to do his own thing, whatever it may be. 
/Humanists do not believe in national sovereignty, but in a world government. Human interests, human philosophy and human reasoning, as well as self-realization will govern mankind and guide us to a eutopia if everyone is simply allowed the same circumstances or opportunities to be who they want to be at any given moment.\

This why we are at where we are today on the streets in many American cities.
You see through their belief in evolution we just need to keep changing and evolving into better human beings.

We can will ourselves through science and educational systems coupled with a full awareness and freedom of SELF to bring forth a paradise or happiness that will be like a universal healing. 
/True Secular Humanist view God as a restraining agent to their growth and freedom. They can not be anchored to scriptures and truth as a singular concept because then it may exclude someone who feels differently. It is completely tethered to independence on self away from God.\
Turn to 2Peter chapter two we will read something there as we close.

This is why evolution is a foundational principle that humanist will not release.

It removes God from the equation right from the foundation of the world.

This is why we have Christianity loaded today with fakes, phonies and false teachers as well as false brethren.
This was brought into our educational system in the early 1900’s and ushered into our media outlets in the 1940’s & 50’s. But this was active in Europe in the late 1700’s. 

A large portion of the Christians that go to church every Sunday across the globe are Secular Humanist at heart.
This is exactly why Paul taught Timothy to stay on his toes! 
/2Tim 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,\
The Greek philosophy and Roman culture had already spread across the land and infected Jews and Gentiles from all walks of life.

/2Pe 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.\
There are big denominations, Christian movements and spiritual leaders across the world right now that incorporate alternative lifestyles and evolution, miracles and tongues as well politically correct agendas right alongside of the name Jesus Christ every week.
/2Pe 2:2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;
Emotions and sensuality are married in this environment and truth is diminished and twisted to fit a humanist narrative.\
2Pe 2:3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.
They exploit foolish people and even many Bels who are weak and immature.
Meanwhile the true Secular Humanist promote this as a form of religion and berate true Christianity and doctrinal teaching. Those are your political leaders and community leaders as well as celebrities and sports stars.

Most Bels don’t even realize that when a politician or celebrities says they go to church or worship God…it isn’t the god we know…TLJC!
2Pe 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;
2Pe 2:5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;
2Pe 2:6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter;

Sodom and Gomorrah is the final result, the eutopia that Secular Humanism ends up with and the leaders at the top of the movement are well aware of the final goal.
2Pe 2:7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men
2Pe 2:8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds), 
Lot was saved by the grace of God even though he was a negative Bel.
2Pe 2:9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,
God has everything under control but the Bel needs to be sharp, be awake and aware… be in a position of growth not ignorant bliss as to what is happening all around them.

/How the Bel approaches Christ is important and how the Bel displays his/her life in their community is important, how they vote and what they support matters. Bels are not here to stumble blindly through this life with the goal of being invisible to the cosmic system.\ 
What good would that do?
Why remain after salvation if evangelism, promoting God’s word and having a spiritual impact mean nothing?

/The efforts of Secular Humanism need a vehicle to gain its complete victory. This means willing participants and programs like socialism, communism or Marxism to maintain a strong forward motion. Humanism speaks highly of freedom yet aggressively seeks to remove it from those who disagree. Because ultimately it is the nature of Satan at the core- the founding father of the independent creatures.\  
Satan and the 5 I will’s that is his doctrine of self over God…creature credit over Creator credit. 

/The illusion of freedom and the perfect garden just around the next corner pushes them to seek victory at all costs and in doing so, they step on true freedom and destroy real truth. The Old Sin Nature is nothing but a hungry beast which is never satisfied, no matter how many demands are met or free meals it gets!\

