Mat 206
Overt sins begin as internal struggles

Mat 15:15 Peter said to Him, “Explain the parable to us.”
Mat 15:16 Jesus said, “Are you still lacking in understanding also?
Mat 15:17 “Do you not understand that everything that goes into the mouth passes into the stomach, and is eliminated?
Mat 15:18 “But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.

/Mat 15:19 “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.\
Mat 15:20 “These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile the man.”
Turn to James chapter 3 with me today RF.

The problem for the Bel or Unbel when it comes to personal sins and overt actions of sinning and bringing misery into our lives, is there is an internal battle long before it reaches the surface.
The fact that are negative actions and harsh words put us in the path of misery and painful repercussions is the end result. 
/The real problem begins within the depth of our thoughts and our norms and standards that we nurture deep within our soul first. That is the root cause whether we are dealing with a lying tongue, gossip, sexual immorality or even murder.\

Evil thoughts are the main culprit which come from the OSN…the arrogance of the old man and all that he demands. 

Jas 3:1 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.
Contrary to popular belief not many are truly called by God to be a pastor-teacher in fact, all these Bible colleges and programs pumping out teachers with degrees are not necessarily the design of God but probably the design of the god of this world.

My personal study and personal opinion, is what I am telling you – what I know to be true, what I have seen and understood over the years. 

It is one reason we have so much confusion and division inside the church and the whole world concerning true Christianity.
A Pastor-teacher should be developed and raised up under another Pastor with the gift and they are called by God and therefore the true man of God can recognize the up and coming teacher.

I never put God in box and it is not up to me to determine who has the gift it is a private and powerful calling. College degree or not – it is up to God.

James makes a valid point in verse one.
To the one whom much is given, much is required and the pastor is under double scrutiny inside God’s plan. 
/Jas 3:2 For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.\
James who was Jesus’s half-brother wrote this letter and in the early church the writing of Peter, John and this letter from James were staples in teaching the universal principles of walking in Christianity.

Paul has deeper theology in his writings but the application aspect for the early church and certainly the Jewish Bels who were spread out were greatly inspired by the writing of James, Peter & John.
So, the emphasis is on Bels and how to walk in this new Christianity that had spread across the land. 
Again, this is telling us after salvation we have a nature opposed to God.
Jas 3:3 Now if we put the bits into the horses’ mouths so that they will obey us, we direct their entire body as well.

The horse is a powerful animal that can thrust a man off or run in any direction yet with the small bit in its mouth and proper harness it can be controlled.
/Jas 3:4 Look at the ships also, though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder wherever the inclination of the pilot desires.
Both the powerful horse & large ship are under the authority of small, restrictive devices operated by the pilot/rider.\

This reference is to the body of the Bel which needs to be under the authority of the soul, which in turn is under the guidance of BD and God the HS.
   REPEAT
Left to themselves both the horse and ship will go off course into the cosmic system. 
In fact, the outside environment of the cosmic system whether it be the winds for the sailing ship or the rugged terrain for a horse to navigate can become difficult and even dangerous if not for the pilot or rider who needs to be in control.
/Jas 3:5 So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire!
This is set in the Greek present tense which tells us it is an ongoing issue.\
The sins of the tongue are the flame that destroys relationships, families, business and church congregations…and they are developed like all other overt sins deep within the soul structure first. 
Sins of the tongue mean – lying, gossiping and spreading malice or rumors…repeating hearsay or even truth can bring damage to many that get involved. Those who listen and those who repeat, it is a small flame that starts a wildfire. 

Jas 3:6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell  (GE-HEN-AH) .
Gehenna refers to the Valley of Hinnom which was south of Jerusalem. This is where the Jews dumped their garbage and burned it, and this is where they offered their children to Moloch under Baalism (OT)— 2 Kin 23:10, Jer 7:31, 
Jer 19:2-6.
 Being a garbage dump for several centuries means that there was always a fire in this Valley of Hinnom.
The stench, heat and grotesqueness of this area is a good description of hell. 

Jas 3:7 For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by the human race.
/Jas 3:8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless (akatastatos) evil and full of deadly poison.
This speaks to a restless and unstable or unpredictable evil.\
AK-OH-TOSS-KEE-TOSS
The poison it carries is like a deadly venom with the potential to kill a person. 
There is a deadly serious nature in this statement that such a small body part like the tongue can cause devastation beyond repair. Which all begins in the soul where the thinking and norms and standards are either guided and controlled by BD or by human viewpoint. 
/Jas 3:9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God;\
Same tongue and sometimes even in the same breath! 
What comes out of the soul defiles the man is where TLJC told His Apostles to keep an eye on. 

Not the rituals and religious actions which can be deceptive.

Jas 3:10 from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way.
Jas 3:11 Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water?
Jas 3:12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh.

/Mat 7:16 “You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 “So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.\
Never judge anyone, we simply do not know where they have been and what they might be thinking.
But we can evaluate people by a series of actions and words that continue to flow from their lives. This is why any pastor worth his salt, tells the anxious couple looking to be married - to date for at least a year first.
Wait and observe, develop the friendship and evaluate each other in a spiritual & natural sense.

You find out what is deep within a person’s soul after a period of time of observation and evaluation.     REPEAT
No matter what overt sin comes forth and we all have them – it began deep within the soul long before it manifested itself into words and actions.


/Gen 4:6 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen?
Cain displayed what was deep within his soul before the first murder in mankind.\
Satan had exalted himself mentally before he began the rebellion – he had a deep need to be like GOD, to overthrow the throne.

Every person has an OSN capable of some pretty awful words and actions, it comes down to what the person is doing concerning their walk with God.

Are they getting a spiritual harness on their lust patterns and temperament?
Are their norms & standards changing into norms & standards design by God and void of cosmic influence?
Some of the greatest men & women of the Bible failed miserably. 

/Exo 2:11 Now it came about in those days, when Moses had grown up, that he went out to his brethren and looked on their hard labors; and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12 So he looked this way and that, and when he saw there was no one around, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.\

Moses had reached a point of rage because he knew his own people were in chains and treated like cattle and used like animals to enrich the Egyptian Empire.
This was brewing inside Moses for a period of months or weeks prior to this murder. 
It doesn’t matter if it is murder or lust…lying or stealing, it has a root deep within first. 
/Jud 14:1 Then Samson went down to Timnah and saw a woman in Timnah, one of the daughters of the Philistines. 2 So he came back and told his father and mother, “I saw a woman in Timnah, one of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife.”\
Samson like most men was visually enticed and it had no substance or spirituality connected to it…it was lust.

Why do you think the adult entertainment industry and adult night clubs target men so much, men are visually enticed much easier than women.
This is why women need to be alert about what they wear and how they act.

/Jud 14:3 Then his father and his mother said to him, “Is there no woman among the daughters of your relatives, or among all our people, that you go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for she looks good to me.”\
Notice Samson says aggressively  - she looks good to me.
The Qal stem of the Hebrew verb yashar 
(YAT-SHARE) means pleasing and pleasant to the eye…no substance or concern about her soul.
This was a weakness within Samson’s OSN he had lust patterns and trends toward sexual desires. 
He never got a handle on it and in the end it cost him his life.
/Jud 16:1 Now Samson went to Gaza and saw a harlot there, and went in to her.\

The Philistines noticed Samson’s weak area and took advantage of him. 
Most of you know the story of Samson & Delilah, but prior to that story there was a pattern in his life of this behavior. 
/Jud 16:4 After this it came about that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 5 The lords of the Philistines came up to her and said to her, “Entice him, and see where his great strength lies and how we may overpower him that we may bind him to afflict him. Then we will each give you eleven hundred pieces of silver.”\

Lust patterns, jealousy, anger or pettiness any MA sin, all have a core or root somewhere that needs to be recognized first before they can be dealt with.

King Saul allowed pettiness and jealousy to take over his soul after David became popular.
The truth is King Saul should have trusted in God and went and faced Goliath himself, yet he allowed a teenage boy to go against a warrior giant.
/1Sam 18:7 The women sang as they played, and said, “Saul has slain his
thousands, and David his ten thousands.”
Sometimes the smallest events or circumstances spark something deep within the soul that should have been dealt with, yet it was allowed room to grow.\

It is often because the Bel has never dealt with portions of the OSN that have been stumbling blocks for years and when you ignore it you allow room for growth.
Sometimes we have areas of weakness or even strength in our OSN that need attention from God but we do not allow the word of God and the HS access to work on it and it comes back to bite us on the butt later in life. 
In fact, turn to 2 Samuel chapter 11 as we get ready to close.

As you go there, look what just some songs and celebration caused deep inside King Saul’s soul ;
/1Sa 18:8 Then Saul became very angry, for this saying displeased him; and he said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, but to me they have ascribed thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?” 9 Saul looked at David with suspicion from that day on.\
This was already deep in Saul’s soul.
This was the beginning of the end for King Saul.
Actually, there were a few other incidents that showed us Saul was weak as a leader but now it was about to catch up with him.
King Saul like Samson eventually fell to the grips of the OSN and God had to bring them home early in what many theologians call the sin unto death.

Look at David in 2Sam chapter 11;

2Sa 11:1 Then it happened in the spring, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him and all Israel, and they destroyed the sons of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem.
King David had a lazy attitude at this point and many times that is the start of a series of bad choices in the Bel’s life.

David needed to be out showing his men they had a fearless leader and a God-fearing man in control and he didn’t. 
David had already hit levels of SM in his life so it wasn’t an issue of maturity but an issue of laziness which opened up the weak area for David which was similar to Samson – women. 
/2Sa 11:2 Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around on the roof of the king’s house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful in appearance.\
David arose in the evening, that tells us a lot as to where David was at during this point in history.
Laziness and apathy had set in! 

The mental attitude sin of lust began to swirl in David’s mind instead of respecting her privacy and the fact that this was another man’s wife, David allowed the lust pattern to gain momentum in his thoughts.
/2Sa 11:3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?”
The thought process and sin nature was allowed room to develop and the action came forth from David.\
David clearly knew who this was and what he was about to get into. 

The reality is we know the majority of the time when we need to wash ourselves clean just like we know when we are allowing a personal sin or lust pattern room to grow within us.
Now David didn’t live a lifestyle of evil and he was able to bounce back in the plan of God when he did have sins and failure that brought him astray. 

But some sins and negative actions bring misery no matter how quickly you bounce back in the plan of God – David had to deal with pain and misery in his house for this set of sins he embarked upon, because it led to rape & murder.  

The Bel who lives a lifestyle like this is the one who brings pain & destruction into their lives and unfortunately others in their periphery. Divine discipline follows this type of person.

/Psa 52:2 Your tongue devises destruction, like a sharp razor, O worker of deceit. 3 You love evil more than good, Falsehood more than speaking what is right. Selah.\
David, Moses and even Samson or King Saul weren’t evil men they went outside the plan of God for periods of time.

Because they either stayed on that course to long which was the case for Samson & Saul.
Or what they had done had deep repercussions inside God’s plan that dictated the level of misery or discipline God allowed into their lives. Either way we need to recognize the weak areas and stumbling blocks in our life.

/The first cure of getting better in the natural or spiritual realm is understanding what is wrong. Knowing the core of the problem, clarifies what steps to take. It is then easier to hand it over to God and begin to avoid the negative aspects that inflame the problem. This is why washing sin from your life habitually is a great starting point.\
It keeps us actively aware of our own limitations and humble enough to accept that this is an area of weakness.
/If you feed the new nature and starve the old nature it will begin to build spiritual strength deep within your soul. The area of weakness need only be recognized not agonized over, in fact the greater focus goes on the solution Jesus Christ (BD) not the problem (guilt, shame).\
Most people wallow in shame or guilt and never get past that part of the problem. Chain sinning!

Look - a steady diet of BD and the filling of God the HS is needed and to recognize and isolate a weak area or personal sin that is important…not dwell in it with emotional waves that toss you all over the place.

It is not very complicated – the alcoholic doesn’t hang out at the bar anymore and the gambler doesn’t go to the casino.

You can’t do anything about the past except learn from it – the future is yours to make.


/Psa 101:3 I will set no worthless thing before my eyes; I hate the work of those who fall away; It shall not fasten its grip on me. 4 A perverse heart shall depart from me; I will know no evil.\

