Mat 238
Peter allows emotions to dictate his role

Mat 16:21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.
The Greek present tense in this verse teaches us that this was a repetitive lesson and regular topic of HIS teaching from that point forward.
/Mat 16:22 Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.”\
Mat 16:23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.”

There is a lot just in these two verses and we will tear them apart over the next few lessons…starting with Peter scolding the Lord about the plan of God the Father.

If TLJC doesn’t fulfill HIS ministry which means to get to that cross and then be resurrected and ascend back to heaven we don’t have salvation.
Only one aspect of this situation is handled right – Peter pulled TLJC off to the side. 
Anytime we are either in a leadership role or we are wanting to address someone in a leadership role about concerns, it is always best to go one on one and not include a large gathering of other people. The only other person you may want is one witness depending on the circumstance and genders involved.

I say this because every circumstance is unique and a male boss should be very careful not to be alone with a female employee especially when there is a difficult subject matter at hand.
It is a wise rule of thumb for men and women to be very careful in leadership roles and putting themselves in one on one confrontations with employees of the other gender. 
That is a lesson for another day my friends!

But Peter in this case only does one thing right – he at least pulled the Lord to the side and then tried to confront HIM.

/Mat 16:22 Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke 
archō epitimaō- took aside to rebuke;
This means Peter took the lead almost as if in a parental role and started to scold Jesus.\
ARC-HO - meaning to take the lead or be in a position of authority, make the first move because you are the leader.    
EPI-TEE-MA-OH – this is what a parent does with a child when they scold them. Peter wasn’t yelling but he had put himself in a position of authority that he knew better than the Lord.
This comes from a place of emotions not BD.
Peter may have just scored some points because he grasped the concept of the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union but immediately he slips into his flesh.

/Peter is not equal with the Lord nor is he above the Lord – we are all given a grace gift to share in a divine union with the Lord but must never mistake that for having power and insight above TLJC. There are many leaders and spiritual gurus who elevate themselves to having Christ-like insight & power and that is always a recipe for discipline.\ 
It is usual a sign or symbol of satanic involvement or pure arrogance, either way it is a pathway to misery and divine discipline because there is no one equal to the mind of Christ. 
/Our divine union after salvation is a union that gives us privilege and opportunity in the spiritual sense to share in a life and blessings that Jesus Christ secured for us in eternity past. It is not a union that puts us on equal footing with God concerning power & insight.\

We share in TLJC blessings, He divides the booty up for us as I explained from Isaiah Chapter 53 last lesson.
Turn to 2Peter chapter two with me RF.
We are never in an equal position with the divine power of God…there is no one with the full ability and equality of the Triune God. 
Peter actually set himself up on equal or higher footing than Jesus Christ when he began to rebuke the Lord in this fashion.

This is an example of the Bel thinking that are doing the will of God, yet it is an emotional response that is not accurately backed up by BD.
Many Bels do this with relationships and friendships and even financial decisions and career choices.
They do not take the time to really absorb the truth of a situation and dig into the scriptures for advice. They do not wait on God’s timing but instead feel like they are in the will of God yet they are in an emotional wave instead.
                           REPEAT
The Song of Solomon has beauty and emotion in it and some of it is very accurate concerning the will of God for a man and a woman;
/Song of Sol 1:17 “Tell me, O you whom my soul loves, Where do you pasture your flock, Where do you make it lie down at noon? For why should I be like one who veils herself Beside the flocks of your companions?”
There is great passion and emotion in the right context in this type of scripture.\
Emotions are part of our human make-up and they are wonderful concerning responses in the right context but deceptive and confusing in the wrong context. 

This section that Peter writes in scripture actually shows us how well Peter had learned about the ebb and flow of emotions…the good and bad aspects of the emotions we all have.
2Pet 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;
This points us to the fallen angels of Genesis chapter 6. These fallen angels copulated with human women before the flood and for 120 years we had a giant offspring known as Nephilim dominating the earth – it is where many false gods came from.

These demon angels are on lock down in pits under the Euphrates River as noted in Revelation chapters 9 & 16.
2Pe 2:5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;
God was carrying out divine justice this is not an emotional temper tantrum. 

2Pe 2:6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter;
By the way the sins that caused the destruction of the cities were two-fold; 
The first was a void of BD, it was non-existent in all that region. And because BD was nowhere to be found, the disrespect for the one true God was prevalent in all 5 cities in that region.

This led to the second sin issue and that was displayed by lifestyle choices of sexual abandon. It was a free-for all in the sexual arena – anything goes, men with men….women with women, orgies and children raped and sacrificed, even bestiality was practiced in some cities.
/2Pe 2:7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men
This is the example of emotions ruling the soul completely. It will always lead to inordinate sexual and moral standards being pushed beyond all limits.\

It always goes to the extreme no matter how subtle it starts out.
It will lead to one group of people pushing their standards onto others and out into the public square where freedom and human rights will be compromised.
/2Pe 2:8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds),
This tells us even a Bel who is outside the plan of God and has gone negative will feel an emotional discomfort around evil.\
It is a good sign you are born again and saved.
Lot was a Bel in apostacy he chose the cosmic system over the plan of God he followed the lead of his wife over the authority God gave him as head of household.

We know this because it was Lot’s wife who looked backward as the cities were consumed and she turned into a pillar of salt. It is a good indicator she had a love for that region and Lot may have allowed his emotional attachment to his wife cloud his judgement.

2Pe 2:9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,

Temptation is an emotion that has power to physically drive us only when we give in to its call.
Go to the gospel of Luke chapter 12.
Emotion can not control us unless we allow it… but there are times emotions are responding to something or someone and we need to recognize the balance when emotions are bubbling up for the right reasons.
/The emotional response Lot had concerning the alternative lifestyles all around his family was healthy because it shows us, that God the HS was still attempting to touch Lot and Lot still had a glimmer of BD resident in his soul. The negative aspect of Lot’s emotions was he allowed them to cloud his judgement concerning his environment.\
There is a delicate balance when it comes to emotions in our lives that needs to be addressed.
In fact, SM will give the Bel greater control over emotions while at the same time allowing them the capacity to enjoy emotions in the right context.
                     REPEAT
 Luk 12:15 Then (Jesus) He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.”
Greed, jealousy and pettiness are some of the worst emotions that can grab ahold of a person’s soul and take over.
They all end in some form of mental misery. It is always a road to anger and depression or unhappiness when these types of emotions take control – they bring out the worst emotions possible once they dominate the soul.
Luk 12:16 And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man was very productive.
Luk 12:17 “And he began reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?’
Notice the rich man’s reliance upon self – what I CAN DO….WHAT MY FLESH is capable of!
Luk 12:18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
/Luk 12:19 ‘And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’
This emotional response in the wrong capacity is a sign of arrogance as this parable teaches us.\
When your life revolves around material things, wealth and your career and you exclude God from your priority list it is a sign of a negative emotional response.
Luk 12:20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?’

[bookmark: _Hlk54630638]/God created emotions for us to respond in proper context not to control our norms and standards, becoming a mechanism in our decision-making process. Emotions were designed to respond not react and control us. Emotions have a place in love, relationships, appreciation of art or talent, life, death and birth and warning us during times of adversity.\
They have great benefit in all these categories but they do not control us even during these categories I have listed – they respond in proper fashion. 

Enjoying a movie is great but it should not consume your whole thought process. Crying and feeling sorrow at a funeral is normal but it can not dictate the rest of your life. 
I think you understand the difference between responding properly and reaction and consumption. 
If something begins to fill you up it is consuming you and that is problematic. 
When you react in emotion it usually tells you something has consumed you to the point where it causes you to lash out or react in an obvious manner.   

We all fall into this from time to time, our temper or sadness get the best of us and we react in a manner which is not part of our daily life.
This happened to Peter in Matthew chapter 16;
/Mat 16:22 Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.”
This was Peter’s emotions of love and ego getting the best of him.\
Emotions can sometimes make the Bel think God is pushing them in a direction when in fact it is a deep-rooted emotional reaction that has them confused.

Peter genuinely loved TLJC and Peter had an issue with ego and pride which many men have. 
It is good for a man to be strong but it is easy for that strength to gain its power from ego and pride and that is often a place of blindness or emotional bravado that brings about strife and anger.
Real strength & confidence will come from TLJC.

/Peter felt confident in that moment that he was spiritually under the right authority to rebuke TLJC but that is because it was an emotional wave. Not understanding the guidance from God and the emotional wave that can quickly overtake us has caused many Bels to make inaccurate choices. If it does not line up with scripture and you haven’t had an opportunity to pray about it you may be making an inaccurate choice.\
That is a basic rule of thumb for any Bel to live by.
/Hos 12:6 Therefore, return to your God,
Observe kindness and justice,
And wait for your God continually.
Get yourself back in the plan of God, operating from a place of balance and accuracy in the word and wait on God.\

Waiting on God’s timing is one area we all struggle with.
Many Bels feel they need to speak up immediately or make a decision quickly and often times it puts them in hot water later on in life.

We sometimes look around and feel like others are getting ahead of us or we want what others have so we make quick decisions and choices from our emotions.
/Psa 27:14 Wait for the LORD; Be strong and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the LORD.
Psa 37:7 Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way,
Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes.\

The main focus for the Bel is the accuracy of the word – what scripture teaches us is where we get our decision- making skills.
/2Tim 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.\
It is the word that teaches us, guides us and trains us and it will correct us.
The Bel minus the study of the word of God is the soldier with no combat training and no bullets in his rifle.

He or she will fail when the pressure is on and the warfare hits close to home.

/Mat 4:4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’”\

When the Bel abandons the word of God and relies upon emotions it is almost always a roadmap to disaster. 

/Psa 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 106 I have sworn and I will confirm it, That I will keep Your righteous ordinances.\
Psalms 119:105 & 106 speak to the guidance everyone looks for - Bel or Unbel, we all want our path ahead to have clarity…God is the only one who will guide us properly if we just take HIS word to heart.
/Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.\
Cut thru the garbage - get to the truth, it is the only spiritual sword capable of such a task!
Your I.Q. increases as your doctrinal intake increases.

It is the mind of the divine Creator what more do you need?
/Jhn 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
1Cor 2:16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.\

If you are a Bel who has had your share of failures and stumbling blocks and you are tired of the confusion the world offers you. I challenge you to take up a serious study in the word of God.
Take the next 3 months and accurately handle the word of truth - take it as the only authority in your life and do your best to be filled with the Spirit and apply as well as study it and I can guarantee clarity will begin to open up in your life.

/The filling power of the HS is not an emotional wave although on an occasion God allows a spiritual experience to be emotional yet not out of control (tongues and trances). The filling power of God the HS is dependent on the new nature being operational and BD circulating in the soul structure.\


