Mat 74
A respect for protocol in the face of adversity.
 Mat 8:1 When Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds followed Him.
Mat 8:2 And a leper came to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”
Mat 8:3 Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.

/Mat 8:4 And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go, show yourself to the priest and present the offering that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”\
Mat 8:5 And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, imploring Him,
Mat 8:6 and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented.”
Mat 8:7 Jesus *said to him, “I will come and heal him.”
Mat 8:8 But the centurion said, “Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed.
Mat 8:9 “For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.”
Mat 8:10 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, “Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel
We have covered miracles, signs wonders, healings and tongues in the past 3 lessons,
 so I won’t elaborate on that…. but I will remind you that TLJC fulfilled prophecy at almost every turn of His life.
Jesus established His foundation of the church thru miracles & healings but it was also important to fulfill prophecy which most of the Jewish scholars completely overlooked!
/Prophecy that the Messiah would heal the blind, cause the lame to walk and give the earth and all in it a rebirth was fulfilled and will be fulfilled going into the 1000 year reign after the Tribulation. (Isa 35, Isa 42, Psa 146)\
 
Look at Mat 8:4
And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go, show yourself to the priest and present the offering that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”
/Jesus wanted to wake the religious leaders up giving them the first opportunity to witness the Messiah. He followed protocol in contacting the Pharisees first and also honoring the Levitical ritual (Lev 14).\
In the Torah a cleansed leper was to present himself to the Levitical Priest first.
This type of scripture is what some denominations use to teach that we all still follow laws and rituals from the OT. 
“SEE JESUS IS FOLLOWING THE TORAH!”

Yeah no kidding…He wrote it! He was Jewish and also He hadn’t gone to the cross yet. 
Take that all into account before assuming Jesus wanted us to continually follow the Torah.
The HS hadn’t descended upon the early church yet…Paul was still a young man studying to be a Pharisee, a Pharisee still named Saul of Tarsus at this time… the 3 year mission was not yet complete.

There is interesting principles wrapped up in Mat 8:4 and how TLJC respected the protocol.
/Though our Lord knew the leadership of the Jews and the religious crowd would reject Him, He still showed respect to the authority and protocol of the day. Jesus knew He would soon be ushering this new age in yet, He remained respectful even on the cross.\ 

The Bel today needs this same attitude, we can always be open to evangelize to someone who we know is negative toward Christianity…if the opportunity presents itself we should offer up the gospel.               ELABORATE
Peter spoke on this exact subject-
/1Pe 3:15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness, and reverence;\
Ask yourself are you ready to open up about what you believe?
The Apostle Paul spoke along the same lines as Peter concerning this principle.
/Col 4:6 Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.\

We should strive for this in our spiritual walk…in fact if we are growing toward maturity we will handle these conversations and combative people with more grace over time.

It’s not easy and it takes spiritual growth but… you will eventually surprise yourself someday with how you handle a negative person and still give doctrinal advice or teach the gospel to an Unbel.

/2Tim 2:25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,\
We simply do not know how a few kind words or a gentle spirit will effect another person down the road…it doesn’t always happen in the moment.

Keep that in mind my friends…we simply do not know how we touch others in a positive or negative way each and every day.
Look at verse 5 now…
Mat 8:5 And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, imploring Him,
/Mat 8:6 and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented.”
Again we see respect for protocol and now we see it from a gentile military man.\
This statement not only shows respect for Jesus in the title LORD- this shows a Gentile Roman soldier who is a believer.
People often lose sight that Gentiles were around before Jews and they were positive Bels who perpetuated the plan of God in ancient times…everyone before Abraham and Sarah were Gentiles.
For that matter Abram….before he was called Abraham was a Gentile, the conversion of Abraham is the analogy for the CA Bel who is born again….. a new creature a new spiritual race.

/The important principle we see with the Lord Jesus Christ sending this healed leper over to the temple first, then this Gentile soldier approaching our Lord is a respect for protocol in the face of adversity.\
We have to take a look at both our Lord’s situation and the Roman soldier situation. 
Both had reasons for rejecting the protocol placed in front of them.

/Jesus knew He would be rejected and attacked by the religious crowd and the Pharisees would be leading the way. Yet Jesus remained in obedience to the Mosaic Law.\
Think about the whole picture….TLJC knew in a few short years He would complete all prophecy and go to the cross to die…which in turn would mean fulfilling everything in the OT and therefore propelling mankind into the CA.
How easy it would have been to simply throw caution into the wind and just heal the leper and send him back to his home village to brag about the Messiah. 

Yet we don’t see TLJC break protocol…meaning the authority and laws in place were to be upheld and respected no matter what.
/The approach of the centurion (military officer) was with complete humility using the title of royalty - (kyrios) LORD. Also this was a Roman officer humbly approaching a Jewish carpenter in front of many eyes!\
KURE-E-US is a Greek masculine noun that meant master or royalty…it is one of the highest forms of respect that could be used.
In fact in verse 5  it says…a centurion came to Him, imploring Him,
PARA-KA-LAY-OT is the Greek verb and it is one of those same words connected to the term for the HS - PARA-KLET-US.
In this sense it points to someone begging or searching out someone or something with some desperation. 
The way it’s used in the Koine Greek in this instance…means to plead!

Jesus doesn’t even hesitate as he knows the approach and title alone, show this man to be a positive Bel in need of help.

I will come heal him- NO hesitation!

/Mat 8:8 But the centurion said, “Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed.\
This is what strong faith looks like my friends. 
And just in case you didn’t get my point about a Roman officer approaching a Jewish carpenter with humility look at verse 9.
/Mat 8:9“For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.”\
A respected officer!
This took a faith that says I don’t care what people think…I don’t care about my position, right now I am humbling myself in front of God. And this soldier knew just a word spoken is all God needs to heal the sick.
/Mat 8:10 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, “Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.\

Here is a respected Roman soldier…an officer, stepping into a crowd of Jews who were most likely lower middle class and some even poverty stricken and the Roman soldier who is in authority over the Jews completely humbles himself in front of this Jewish carpenter. 

Both Jesus and this Roman officer knew the protocol for dealing with the right thing done in the right…and they both knew adversity would be coming their way yet they stood their ground and handle the situations with magnificent faith.
Bels can’t just ignore the rules and protocols and authority set in front of them and expect that there will be no negative consequences.
/Jam 4:17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.\
Turn to Deu chapter 11 and we will wrap it up there today.

Think about Jesus Christ in this…in His humanity He was head and shoulders above the legalistic crowd ….He knew the Torah, He knew what all the prophecies and OT scriptures were about.
He knew the protocol plan of God not because He is God… but because in His humanity He studied the scriptures diligently.

/Deu 11:1 “You shall therefore love the LORD your God, and always keep His charge, His statutes, His ordinances, and His commandments.\

I could leave it right here and I think you get the point….Jesus Christ can’t dismiss the Mosaic Law or for that matter any ritual or law from OT until He has fulfilled it all which happens not just at the cross but His resurrection and then ascension. 
Deu 11:2 “Know this day that I am not speaking with your sons who have not known and who have not seen the discipline of the LORD your God—His greatness, His mighty hand and His outstretched arm,
Deu 11:3 and His signs and His works which He did in the midst of Egypt to Pharaoh the king of Egypt and to all his land;
Deu 11:4 and what He did to Egypt’s army, to its horses and its chariots, when He made the water of the Red Sea to engulf them while they were pursuing you, and the LORD completely destroyed them;
Deu 11:5 and what He did to you in the wilderness until you came to this place;
Deu 11:6 and what He did to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben, when the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them, their households, their tents, and every living thing that followed them, among all Israel—
Deu 11:7 but your own eyes have seen all the great work of the LORD which He did.
/Deu 11:8 “You shall therefore keep every commandment which I am commanding you today, so that you may be strong and go in and possess the land into which you are about to cross to possess it;\
Deu 11:9 so that you may prolong your days on the land which the LORD swore to your fathers to give to them and to their descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey.

I could list about a dozen other scriptures like Deuteronomy chapter 11 but I think due to time constraints and the fact that most of you understand we can leave that for another day.

TLJC couldn’t have been the perfect role model and laid down the protocol plan for us to follow if He disrespected the plan of God. 
Let’s face it… it’s His words…. how can you respect a leader who doesn’t even follow his own rules.

TLJC respected Jewish laws and tradition and knew it wasn’t time for a change or new dispensation until He was seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven.

TLJC respected Roman laws and protocols that’s why you have scripture like this…
/Mar 12:17 And Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” And they were amazed at Him.\

/Following established laws, protocols and guidelines shows respect for authority as well faith that God’s plan is perfect and His timing is perfect. Bels display spiritual growth by understanding & respecting authority in all its realms, even when it means they may look weak in the eyes of others.\

[bookmark: _GoBack]/A Bel who struggles with following protocols and respecting authority will struggle in their spiritual walk as well.\
