Mat #54
Doctrine of Prayer

We covered the basic and foundational steps to repenting and prayer protocol for the Christian last lesson…so let’s move forward to deeper principles of the doctrine of prayer. 

Mat 6:5 When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.
Mat 6:6 “But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.
/Mat 6:7 “And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words.\
8 “So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.     ELABORATE  

Repetitive words and useless chants are not part of a Christian prayer life.
It would be better to have a 2 minute prayer every morning that consists of naming and citing any known sins and giving thanks for everything…then to have one 20 minute prayer a week with repetitive requests and babbling on and on with the same words.

/(Mat 6:7-8) Repetitive prayer is to only be done in certain circumstances. 
· When a Bel is seeking guidance and is unclear on what direction to move forward.
· When a Bel is certain a satanic attack (physical or mental) is happening to them or a loved one.\
I stress the importance of knowing when the time is right to continue a repetitive set of prayers.
 Most of the time Bels show a lack of faith when they cry out over and over again in prayer seeking something that God will supply for them anyway.

/Repetition even under these circumstances should not continue month after month which shows either a lack of faith or the Bel did not accept the answer God has given them.\

If God is silent after you have continually prayed for something week after week take a break….because He may be telling you to wait on His timing…or He may be telling you NO.  By stepping away from that particular prayer you may see clearly what God is telling you.

We often get so intense in wanting a certain answer we can’t see the answer God is placing in our path in the moment.
There is a difference between a consistent prayer life, and simply repeating a prayer over and over again in the hope God will finally give you what ask for.

/Verses like- 1The 5:17 pray without ceasing; Have a deeper principle connected to them, such as consistency in your prayer life rather than spending a year praying the same prayer.\

Turn to John chapter 15 with me

Remember once you have shown repetition in your prayer God is aware of the importance of it…He knew about it in eternity past, now you have shown serious intent….at some point you have to show your faith as well.

Joh 15:4 “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.
Joh 15:6 “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.
/Joh 15:7 If you abide (menō) in Me, and My words abide(menō) in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
Menō – to continue in the same condition, to last or endure.\
That Greek verb MEN-OH means a continued action a present state that carries into the future….it is… a don’t quit attitude! 
Notice not just being a Bel moving forward…. but continually IN THE WORD!
/Effective prayer is achieved by becoming closer to God, utilizing our power sources of Bible Doctrine & the filling power of Holy Spirit combined with faith. 
Joh 15:7, Eph 3:16-17\

If your prayer seems like it lacks power or seems ineffective you need to take a look at your spiritual walk….look at your faith and the doctrine you have in your soul.      Is something lacking??
/Prayer is an extension of the faith-rest technique. It is actually a faith-rest exhale toward God.
Mat 21:22 “And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”\

Prayer demands cognizance of the will of God and therefore demands Bible doctrine in the soul….you need content within your soul structure to have a strong prayer life. 

A weak prayer life is usually a sign that a Bel is living outside the plan of God more often than walking in God’s plan. REPEAT
Living in carnality and being a Bel who allows the OSN room to control your life stops the effectiveness of prayer.
/ Psalm 66:18 If I regard wickedness in my heart, the Lord will not hear;
Mat 6:15 “But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.\

The reality is many Bels have a bitterness or unforgiving heart that blocks effective prayer….sins and lack of forgiveness will cause your prayers to bounce off the ceiling and hit the floor…that as far as they will go!      ELABORATE
/1Cor 11:31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged.
1 Joh 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
The first function of prayer is always to be sure we are filled with the Holy Spirit.\

Thanksgiving should follow behind your acknowledgement of sin.
Remain grateful toward God and all that He supplies.
/Eph 5:20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; 
1Thes 5:18 in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. \
Thanksgiving is grace orientation, it recognizes the source of all blessing.
Notice give thanks for all things…everything. This includes the situations we don’t always like or understand.

We also need to have that mentality of putting others before ourselves.
This can start in your prayer life first.
/Intercession (Praying for others) — 
Eph 6:18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, \

Turn to 1Kings chapter 18
Petition in prayer is viewed by God as a good quality if the motivation and prayer our correct.
The dynamics of intercessory prayer are mentioned in 1 Kings 18:42-46 & James 5:16-18. 
Elijah the Prophet was up against the evil leadership of Jezebel and her husband King Ahab. Notice I name her first….she wore the pants in the kingdom.

Elijah was working in the plan of God to pull the Jewish people away from the false gods of Jezebel.

Now in verses 25 thru 27 Elijah just had a victory over the false prophets of Jezebel and King Ahab, but he didn’t stop there.
/1Kin 18:42 So Ahab went up to eat and drink. But Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he crouched down on the earth and put his face between his knees.\ ELIJAH went into deep prayer.
43 He said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” So he went up and looked and said, “There is nothing.” And he said, “Go back” seven times.
1Kin 18:44 It came about at the seventh time, that he said, “Behold, a cloud as small as a man’s hand is coming up from the sea.” And he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot and go down, so that the heavy shower does not stop you.’”
1Kin 18:45 In a little while the sky grew black with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy shower. And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel. 46 Then the hand of the LORD was on Elijah, and he girded up his loins and outran Ahab to Jezreel.

This is a great example of several aspects of prayer. First is the faith aspect…Elijah was trusting in God to come thru for him. Second he concentrated and took his prayer seriously.
Elijah was putting others over himself, he was in the process of fulfilling the plan of God and standing up for God’s people and God’s plan.

Notice he was consistent….7 times he sent his servant to look for the rain clouds. Elijah kept praying…probably the same prayer….7 times the number of perfection, the number of completion.

/Elijah (1Kin 18) is a great example of persistent prayer done the right way for the right circumstance. It is also a powerful prayer of petition, an intercessory prayer for others.\

Turn to James chapter 5 with me.

The key elements are that Elijah was directly inside the plan of God. 
He was putting the welfare of others over himself and he prayed with serious motivation and continued the prayer for a period of time…his faith was strong.

Elijah had prayed for no rain and God respected his wishes and then he prayed for rain at the appropriate time and again God came thru….because it was within the plan of God.

/Jam 5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.\
17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months. 18 Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit.

A great example of prayer…certainly intercessory prayer.
Now let’s balance out verse 16….where it tells us confess sins to one another.

Because we need to be caution with this statement and read the full set of scriptures….look at verses 19 & 20…
Jam 5:19 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
Verse 16 in the original language is in the singular for a sin that you may have done against another Bel….it is specific in order to bring back unity to a group or a church. 
In fact the whole jest of chapter 5 of James is a warning not to attack one another…it has to do with sins of tongue against one another. 
/Bel’s should not confess personal sins to one another but may have a sin that needs to be forgiven because it has caused division and needs to be dealt with for the sake of unity.\
You go to God first in prayer and then approach that other person…one on one and address the problem. Do not drag several other people into the problem it will only complicate and drag in more OSN’s into the mix.

As we close let’s go over some things we learned in these lessons so far.

/Prayer gains momentum and power as we get closer to God (intimacy). The soul filled with garbage will produce prayer filled with the same.\

Repenting and washing ourselves clean from sins is step one in any prayer.
/Sins and lack of forgiveness in a Bel’s life will assure that prayers reach no higher than the ceiling.\

Remember a consistent prayer life is not one that is repetitive.

/Repetition in most of lives endeavors usually brings greatness at that endeavor but with prayer we must find a balance. Repeating a prayer or request must run its course and then it must be given to God in faith.\
It is between you & God whether you repeat a prayer every day for a week.
Or you pray for the same thing for 6 months but I can tell you at some point we have to trust in God and then be willing to accept His answer. 

/After washing sin from our life the next step in prayer should be thanksgiving, having a grateful spirit begins in prayer and it will eventually carry over into your daily walk.\

Our prayer life should not continually be about ourselves…what we want…God is not a big grandpa in the sky who gives you everything you ask for. 
Sorry to burst your bubble if that’s what you believe.
/Praying for others before self is sign of a Christian who recognizes their calling in this life. God examines the heart and selfishness is a sign of immaturity and lack of capacity for blessings.\ 

Phil 2:4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
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