2Thess 9
The 7 unjust trials of Jesus Christ

Let us open today in John chapter 18. We will spend the whole message today in the gospel of John chapter 18, so get comfortable.
In fact, because of where GOD the HS is leading me in my studies, we will probably extend this series and start off the first two messages right here in John 18. 

Today we will see a man named Annas. Let me give you some historical background on the man.
/Annas was high priest from A.D. 6-15. When the Romans gained full control over Judea around 6 A.D. they bumped Annas off his seat of authority, probably to make a strong statement. In A.D. 25 Caiaphas, who had married the daughter of Annas, was raised to that office. Annas was made a type of a figure head, or president of the Sanhedrin. Annas was always viewed in a capacity as a deputy high priest, maintaining the authority of a high priest.\
Interestingly enough the first trial is really no legal trial at all! All of these were what we would call kangaroo courtrooms, just lies and judicial manipulation - yet this first one is really off the charts as you will see.
/Annas served in a capacity of co-authority along with Caiaphas as the leader. By the Mosaic law the high-priesthood was held for life (Num 3:10); and although Annas had been deposed by the Romans, the Jews still held a high regard for him as legally the high priest. Our Lord was first brought before Annas, this first examination of our Lord before Annas is recorded only by John.\

We now pick it up in the Garden of Gethsemane several hours after the Passover meal. 
Most historians believe it was well past midnight when this encounter occurred.  
/Jhn 18:1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went away with His disciples across the ravine of the Kidron, where there was a garden which He entered with His disciples.

This river which often ran dry, was also a drainage ravine from the temple for the blood of the sacrifices. This would have still been moist with the blood of the temple Passover slaughters.\
Very symbolic of what Jesus was heading toward in a few short hours.
Often, we can see just ahead of us the troubled waters or problems arising and we know it is time for us to buckle down and get ready to apply BD for the test ahead us.
 
Jhn 18:2 Now Judas, who was betraying Him, also knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with His disciples.
/Betrayal or Betrayer in the Greek – prodosía, is related to treachery or to deliver someone over to captivity. To commit treason or acts of deception that affect others in a negative fashion. This is an act that takes some form of preparation.\
PROD-AH-CEE-A – means there was thought or planning involved, it is never done in a quick or careless fashion. When someone commits treason or deceives someone to the point that they had to set a trap for them that is premeditated. 
Judas had carefully laid the groundwork for the set-up of Jesus Christ.

Judas himself had been to this very spot many times praying and fellowshipping with the other apostles and the LORD.

It was not uncommon for these men to travel late into the night and set up a make shift camp site to settle in for a period of prayer and rest.
/Jhn 18:3 So Judas, having obtained the Roman cohort (speira) and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.

The historical truth is this was a unit of Roman soldiers with the temple police. This was because to arrest anyone on Roman soil you had to have Roman leadership involved.\
SPY-RAH, comes from a Latin root word but it can have several meanings – it could be a whole platoon or large regiment of hundreds of soldiers. 

Most scholars assume this was a group of at least 6 to 8 Roman soldiers alongside of a dozen temple police officers. They probably had a handful of loyal men connected to the Sanhedrin along with them as well.
This most likely was well over 25 armed men coming to arrest Jesus.
Some historians believe it was a hundred-armed soldiers from both the temple police and the Roman military.
This is what I taught on in the past called mob mentality – it is brutal, dangerous and not easily satisfied. 
Interesting side note, is that any worker in the Jewish temple – even security forces, were usually vetted to be from the bloodline of Aaron – the tribe of Levi.
The order of the Levitical priesthood was there to arrest the only true High Priest -TLJC! Ironic isn’t it?
Jhn 18:4 Jesus therefore, knowing all the things that were coming upon Him, came out into the open and said to them, “Whom are you seeking?”
Jesus in HIS humanity knew all of this in advance – because the Bible is HIS mind and HE had spent years growing up reading and studying scripture.
/The Bel who has reached SM and understands BD and how to use God-given discernment. Such as aligning Biblical prophecy or scripture up with historical trends as well as the people and environments they see ahead of them, come across as prophetic in their insight. It is not prophecy to have great spiritual discernment – it is a matter of study habits and growing in God’s grace and knowledge.\ 

Jhn 18:5 They answered Him, “Jesus the Nazarene.” He said to them, “I am He.” And Judas also, who was betraying Him, was standing with them.

The original language states simply – I AM.
/Jesus Christ stunned many of them with this bold statement of truth – “I AM.”
Egō eimi – present, active, indictive – I AM the one who always existed and always has been and continues to be the ONE and ONLY GOD. The same GOD who said I AM to Moses (Exo 3:14). This is a matter of fact not a question. \
EE-GO   I-ME, I AM the same God who has always been - the Great I am of the scriptures! 
/Jhn 18:6 Now then, when He said to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

This actually made many of the front-line Jewish officers fall backward, which probably caused a chain reaction. \

The Temple Police took the lead on this arrest and those words were so firm and staggering for them to digest that many of them stumbled back in awe.
/Jhn 18:7 He then asked them again, “Whom are you seeking?” And they said, “Jesus the Nazarene.”

The leadership of the Sanhedrin refused to acknowledge Jesus of Bethlehem because that would point to prophecy. Just as they never acknowledged publicly that Jesus was in the bloodline of David.\ 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem and then later lived in Nazareth. 

The leaders of the Sanhedrin would not acknowledge anything that pointed to Jesus as the true Messiah.

/When a Bel is under attack from the cosmic system (Satan), not from their own poor decisions, there will be manipulation and lies used against them. The truth of your own integrity and character will become targets, the words you spoke in the past will be manipulated to make you appear guilty.\

It is difficult to digest this but sometimes even the military and law enforcement are used in very nefarious ways.
Never lose sight that majority of the time, not always…but the majority of the time those in uniform, are working on the orders of those above them.
Tyranny and evil will always find a way to use that which is underneath them or around them to do their dirty work. 
Because under the surface a Tyrant or evil leader is nothing more than a coward appearing as strong and competent person. 
                            REPEAT
/Jhn 18:8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am He; so if you are seeking Me, let these men go on their way.”

The person with character and integrity is always willing to step forward and receive the brunt of the attack.\

Jesus repeats loudly and with affirmation -I AM! 
His heart is one of protection and concern for those under HIS authority, HIS own safety and welfare are of no concern.
Jhn 18:9 This took place so that the word which He spoke would be fulfilled: “Of those whom You have given Me I lost not one.”
Jesus is referring back to HIS lesson from a few hours earlier, from the discourse after the last supper.

/Jesus also knew it was HIS time to begin the walk toward the salvation of the whole world. This was a solitary event in which only ONE could drink this CUP. This is points us toward the day of Atonement and it refers to the high priest. He always went in alone, and when this is fulfilled Jesus Christ was going to the cross alone. He is the true high priest. HE gave HIMSELF as the atonement for all the sins for the world.\

There are points in our spiritual walk and certainly our personal spiritual growth that is very solitary, even if you have a large family or friends available – it is your personal walk with the cross.

Not to sound morbid – but the truth of death is we all walk that alone. You can have a room full of people with you as you pass over. Yet you are the only one experiencing that moment. 
You can have two people who die simultaneously in a car accident, yet each person is unique as they pass over into eternity. 
                            REPEAT
/Ultimately, at the end of the day, each person stands or falls as an individual. Friends, family or loved ones, can support and empathize during struggles and pain. They can edify and give you moments of relief or even assist with a solution to common problems. But we all stand alone in front of GOD in the end. Your individual time, talent and treasure will be on display whether at the Bema Seat judgment after the Rapture – or for the Unbel, The Great White Throne Judgment. \
Nothing is hidden in the end.

This is why in the NT, there is such a strong emphasis upon spiritual growth, running the race and receiving the prize…holding on to what you have gained and growing into God’s grace and knowledge to a mature level.

Husbands you do not answer for your wife’s spiritual growth – Wives you do not answer about your husband.
Parents your children will stand on their own in the end…this is a simple and sometimes difficult fact of life.

Remember, GOD looks at family differently then we do. HE sees family as a bond of serious commitment for strong Christian values, nationalism and evangelism for this lost and dying world.

HE wants the marriage to be a Christian marriage that can take the stand in the angelic conflict as the third witness. 
But the first thing HE desires is for our personal strength and our personal witness to be a Bel as an individual who can glorify HIM. 
If the family is negative or even one member is negative or if they are all positive - GOD still considers HIS ROYAL FAMILY above and beyond the earthly family.

Once you realize the concept that in the end it will come down to two races – two cultures – those who are Believers and those who are Unbelievers, that is what truly matters to God.
                         REPEAT
Let me close by looking at an interesting concept that often gets overlooked.

/Jhn 18:10 Then Simon Peter, since he had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear; and the slave’s name was Malchus.

Notice Peter had a sword and there were probably other apostles who carried one as well. Because the Bible is clear on self- defense, it must be the right thing done in the right way.\
Never allow anyone to tell you that Christians shouldn’t own a weapon or learn self-defense.
That is a person who does not know their Bible.
God has no intention on HIS people becoming victims for violent aggressors and evil criminal activity. 
/Luk 22:36 And He said to them, “But now, whoever has a money belt is to take it along, likewise also a bag, and whoever has no sword is to sell his cloak and buy one.

Jesus wanted his men prepared for criminal attacks and capabilities to defend the innocent if need be. \

The Apostle Peter simply acted out a little to zealously in this case.
 
Jhn 18:11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given Me, am I not to drink it?”

