2Thess #14
We all may face a Herod in our spiritual growth.

We will open in the Gospel of Luke chapter 23 today RF.
Now the historic context of the gospel of Luke is very significant. In fact, Dr. Luke wrote his gospel and the book of Acts as one large book.
Almost all historians, even the ones who are Unbels, will tell you the writing and accuracy of Dr. Luke’s Gospel, and the book of Acts, became invaluable in proving the truth of the life of Jesus Christ.
It was an intricate factor in solidifying the acts of the apostles and the life, death and resurrection of TLJC.
This begins with a much clearer picture of the transition from Pontius Pilate over to the fifth trial in front of King Herod.

Luk 23:1 Then the entire assembly of them set out and brought Him before Pilate.
/Luk 23:2 And they began to bring charges against Him, saying, “We found this Man misleading our nation and forbidding us to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.”

The lies the Sanhedrin needed to use were designed to infuriate Roman leaders that Jesus was starting a rebellion against Caesar.\
They were focused on TLJC proclaiming the truth of HIS Messiahship and that He was God in the flesh. Therefore, making HIM the authority over not only the Jews but of the whole world.

They needed to add extra lies on top of their own corruption and deception to enflame the Roman empire.   

Jesus was very compliant to the Roman Government – render to Ceasar what is Ceasars’ – Mat 22:21 also in Luke 20 and Mark 12.
Jesus Christ preached the truth of the word of GOD, He never incited a rebellion – HIS whole focus was salvation not to overthrow the Roman Empire. 

Luk 23:3 Now Pilate asked Him, saying, “So You are the King of the Jews?” And He answered him and said, “It is as you say.”
Luk 23:4 But Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no grounds for charges in the case of  this Man.”
Luk 23:5 But they kept on insisting, saying, “He is stirring up the people, teaching all over Judea, starting from Galilee, as far as this place!”
What the leadership of the Sanhedrin started to do was throw everything at the wall to see what would stick! 

/Many times, when you are under attack and the initial lie or deception is not working in favor of your enemy, they pile on with more lies. This is the art of deception at its worst, it is a desperate and cruel attack that will become relentless until they witness your demise. It puts on full display the intentions of evil in a corrupt soul. The Bel under this assault, needs to be mature enough to stand in the continued heat of satanic arrows.\

Again, I can not stress this enough, as a test like this becomes intensified, the doctrine you have in your soul will be put on the witness stand under the angelic conflict. 
You will see up close and personal how wicked the heart of someone is and truly how weak and cruel they are. 
What you get to see up close and personal is Satan’s personality, his essence when it is pressed to the wall by the truth of BD.
                          REPEAT

Nothing makes a leader or any person seem totally weak and wicked like being exposed under the light of truth.
/Luk 23:6 Now when Pilate heard this, he asked whether the Man was a Galilean.

Pontius Pilate shows exactly what he is made of as a leader – a feckless and frustrated man, seeking a quick exit from his duties. \ 
Luk 23:7 And when he learned that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, since he also was in Jerusalem at this time.
Now Jesus goes before Herod Antipas.
King Herod’s sons became leaders and each had their fair share of problems.

The original king Herod was a fierce leader and considered one of the greatest architects of the ancient world.
The original King called -Herod the Great, was highly respected by both Romans and Jewish leaders.
His sons were kept as figure heads once the Romans fully conquered the region.

/Herod Antipas was tetrarch (mayor -governor) over the lower region Galilee. Nothing more than a figure head under Roman authority. He was a Jewish convert, really only to maintain some form of authority in that region. This was the same leader, who was seduced by his step-daughter Salome and beheaded John the Baptist 2 years earlier. He was a disgrace of a man, addicted to wine, women and song. Rather than focused on his role of leadership.\
Any form of addiction needs to be overcome before someone steps into authority over others. 
If they struggle with addiction during their role of leadership, they must focus on overcoming that addiction. Because that will bring pain and chaos among those under their authority. 
It doesn’t matter if it is a husband, a boss, a president or a pastor.
There is no such thing as a perfect leader, but those who are in that role, have to take it seriously and get right with GOD at some point.
                         REPEAT
God often times, uses the weak and those who have been down and out to become HIS leaders – yet HE calls them out of that mess, He calls them out of that weakness and into HIS light.
1Cor 1:26-28 - GOD uses the lowly to confound the wise, the weak to confuse the strong…we know that.

Yet GOD does not approve of the Bel being given authority and still choosing to live in their OSN continually. 
To the one much is given – to that one, much is required! (Luke 12:48)
                              REPEAT
Herod Antipas embraced his OSN and never moved toward becoming a strong leader, therefore he was always seeking stimulation of his mind and body for entertainment. 
/Luk 23:8 Now Herod was overjoyed when he saw Jesus; for he had wanted to see Him for a long time, because he had been hearing about Him and was hoping to see some sign performed by Him.

The person who needs constant stimulation and entertainment is a person who will always be led by their OSN – lust patterns & emotions.\
A weak and adulteress generation needs to see signs and wonders and HEROD fit the bill…my guess is he never became born again and saved.

Now keep in mind TLJC is probably reaching a point of extreme exhaustion. Now HE is dragged from the Praetorium which was close to the Temple, down to see Herod Antipas.
Herod’s palace was only about a ¼ mile walk from the Temple.
Jesus had not eaten, slept or drank any water, probably for the better part of 8 or 10 hours now, since the Passover meal the night before.
Now TLJC had to stand face to face with the man who killed HIS close friend and cousin – John the Baptist. 

/Luk 23:9 And he questioned (eperōtaō) Him at some length; but He offered him no answer at all.

Herod hits our LORD with one question after another, to no avail. Jesus refuses to even engage at all with Herod.\
AIR-PARA-TA-OH, is that Greek word for interrogation it is not just a simple set of questions. This is demanding and probing someone like law enforcement does for a criminal investigation.
Think about this type of test in your own life RF. You may face someone who has hurt a loved one in your family and now you are on the receiving end of the attack.
/There are times when a Bel is being pressed during a test like this when the best answer they can give is none at all. There comes a point in your spiritual walk when you have great discernment for those who you recognize, do nothing but attack the truth no matter how you present it. Not every Unbel you have contact with should be someone you continue to pour truth upon.\
Sometimes there is a call to remove yourself from someone, even in the mental sense of separation.

Simply not involving yourself with their negativity...you mentally separate, you no longer engage with them.
/Mat 7:6 “Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.\
Growing up spiritually will give the tools and doctrines to apply at the right time.

Luk 23:10 Now the chief priests and the scribes stood there, vehemently chargingHim.
The members of the Sanhedrin and temple police who had brought Jesus over to Herod’s palace, began shouting all the same lies about why TLJC should be put to death.
Showing us that arrogance and bitterness left unchecked can grow into a brutal attitude of aggression and hate toward others.
                            REPEAT
/Luk 23:11 And Herod, together with his soldiers, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, dressing Him in a brightly shining robe, and sent Him back to Pilate.

They dressed our LORD in a mock set of robes or majestic clothing, laughing and calling HIM the King of the Jews.\
This is a part of the test when there is a public humiliation or an attack on your character that you know is false.

It’s believed that some of Herod’s guards physically abused our LORD as well, adding to HIS cuts and bruises.
/Luk 23:12 And so Herod and Pilate became friends with one another that very day; for previously, they had been enemies toward each other.

Never under estimate the power of hate and those who live that lifestyle. Enemies become fast friends when they have a common target.\

Pontius Pilate had no respect for Herod before this point. Pilate knew he needed leaders like Herod to use for Roman rulership but there was no respect between these two men.
Herod had a large following of Jews who would prefer that he begin a rebellion and overthrow the Romans.
 They were called Herodians.
They would have gladly supported Herod if he had the confidence and fortitude to step up and challenge Pilate for authority. 
Now these two both had a mutual agreement on how to deal with TLJC.

/In the long run, Jesus Christ would have built up a strong following which would certainly squash any hopes Herod had of leading the Jews. The build up of followers under Jesus Christ threatened the peace and power the Romans wanted. Certainly, Pilate needed his area to be under control and problem free, this situation with Jesus was now a big thorn in his side.\

Herod gets rid of a threat to his position of authority in Galilee. Pilate gets a nod of approval from a Jewish leader which would appease Caesar if there was any investigation later on.
It’s a win-win for the two corrupt leaders.  

/Your test may be very similar at some point. It may be that those above you would benefit from your demise. They gladly will throw you under the bus as a sacrifice for their agenda. They may even connect with another person who wants your reputation or livelihood damaged for their benefit as well. God will stand with you as you stand in Bible Doctrine, you can achieve victory in all these tests when HIS word is your solution.\ 
I’m going to close in Proverbs chapter 16 RF.
Your flesh will fail miserably during these tests.
God’s timing and using HIS word and HIS problem-solving devices are all we need to focus on.
/Psa 121:8 The LORD will guard your going out and your coming in From this
time and forever.
Ecc 3:1 There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every matter under heaven—\
Remember who is in control even when wicked leaders reign over you!
Remember God’s ways and God’s timing are not like man’s.

/Prov 16:9 The mind of a person plans his way, But the LORD directs his steps. 10 A divine verdict is on the lips of the king; His mouth should not err in judgment.\
No one gets away with anything…God expects more from those in positions of leadership, that is why TLJC was so harsh toward the Scribes, Sadducees and Pharisees. 
/Pro 16:11 A just balance and scales belong to the LORD; All the weights
of the bag are His concern. 12 It is an abomination for kings to commit wicked acts, Because a throne is established on righteousness.\

Don’t fret over the outcome! In due time GOD will re-establish your life and put you right back on track, and even add extra blessings, crowns and rewards. 
