2Thess #75
Identifying a counterfeit  

We can open today in 2Corinthians chapter 11 RF.
The 2024 Bible Conference will be held on the first weekend in August at the Inverness HILTON Golf & Spa resort in Denver, Colorado.  
Information at prbministry.org

Well as many of you know on the ancient Hebrew calendar we are in the week of Passover. 
There are those who argue over the Julian and Hebrew calendars and that the last days of March this year represented the Passover and the resurrection of our Lord. Others stated that April 15th was the Passover celebration this year.

Truth of the matter is that going back thousands of years on any calendar can get confusing. 
We have shifting dates on our calendar because many holidays change – for example 4th of July falls on a different weekday every year, as does Christmas and many other holidays.
My point being – we need to stop agonizing over every detail around our daily lives and the attempt to see if something prophetic is about to happen.

That attitude is based on an emotional stimulation and that sets you up to fall for counterfeits. 
God does operate within certain time frames and holy days. 
Yet HE also operates outside of those parameters occasionally as well.

We as Christians…are told to always be prepared and we are told to focus on our relationship with Christ.
That can only be found in the new nature, studying the mind of Christ.

Satan wants you confused, he wants you studying counterfeits and lies to keep you off balance.
As I told you last lesson, his first line of assault is to keep the mind of the Unbel blind to the gospel of Christ. When that doesn’t work he has other avenues of attack. 
One being, counterfeits closely related to BD and that is one of the Kingdom of Darkness’s greatest and most powerful weapons.

This series we are embarking on will point to counterfeits you are aware of, yet others I’m fairly certain, will be new to many of you.
It comes from our current study of 2Thessalonians chapter two;
/2Thes 2:9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and false signs and wonders,

Coming under the spiritual energy, ideology and possession of Satan.\
When the antichrist does step into authority it will be within an atmosphere that is ready to accept the false messiah.
If chaos and confusion are around every corner it is easy to introduce a person or a solution, that appears stable and one that appears to have the right answers. 

Now in this section of 2Corinthians it is considered one of the most sarcastic writings of the Apostle Paul and trust me, that is saying something!
The Apostle Paul knew how to use divine sarcasm at a very high level because he was extremely educated.  
It is also challenging when tearing into some of the original Greek context of this section of 2Corinthians.  

/The congregation at Corinth was a challenge for the Apostle Paul, because they were very arrogant and driven by emotions more so than truth. That had led them to listen to all kinds of different teaching and many had begun to reject the Apostle Paul. Their own wealth, comfort and education set them in a haughty position, which can bring a challenge of maintaining respect to even a great leader.\

This was his congregation – yet he was put in a position on more than one occasion to be called into action by herding them back onto the track of truth. 
It was like herding cats!
One of the most difficult challenges for a pastor or even a congregation, is the issue of respect and upholding a chain of command.
When the chain of command becomes compromised and respect for the teaching of the word, or the respect for the pastor is weakened. It is only a matter of time before you have a mob mentality of unruly Bels. 
A congregation will fall apart after that.
                           REPEAT
No pastor-teacher is flawless. No pastor-teacher will stand up under the direct heat of an inspection for perfection.
The Apostle Paul like all of us had a few weak areas.
One was his lack of strength in public settings, he was not an impressive man during public appearances. 
Another was his own arrogance and hypersensitivity which we all have in certain areas. 

2Cor 11:1 I wish that you would bear with me in a little foolishness; but indeed you are bearing with me.
Right in that statement, sets the tone for some divine sarcasm.

The Apostle Paul speaks in a present tense, asking them to keep on bearing with him.
/The truth of the matter is one of the problems the church of Corinth struggled with was a lack of diligent study habits and patience. The Apostle Paul knew that several members were already seeking new teaching and ready to church hop at the drop of a hat. When emotions constantly tickle your intake of BD, you need a new and exciting message every few weeks.\ 

These types of Bels do not like repetition or diligent, deeper studies.
Several members were either bored with the Apostle Paul’s teaching or had begun to drift toward new and more exciting teaching. 
/2Co 11:2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.

The Apostle Paul knew this was his congregation, he had introduced them to the truth of Jesus Christ.\
Even when a pastor has been undermined by his own flock, that pastor must attempt to warn the congregation and perhaps salvage those who are still serious students.

You do not immediately quit on people once they fail you or hurt your feelings.
Especially people who have allowed emotions to overtake their common sense.
You try to give them the benefit of the doubt.
The Apostle Paul genuinely cared about all the congregations he had developed.
He had a love for this church at Corinth, it probably really stung to find out they had been back-biting him.
/2Co 11:3 But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived (exapataō) Eve by his trickery (panourgia), your minds will be led astray from sincere and pure devotion to Christ.

To be seduced in a hypnotic fashion. Trickery, speaks to a depth of cunningness that takes intellect and sophistication.\  
EX-APP-O-TODD-O, this means beguiled or hypnotized in a very seductive fashion.
PON-AH-GAY-AH, a highly intelligent scam, a deep cunningness or an impressive trickery. 
/2Co 11:4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, this you tolerate very well!

The Apostle Paul was not randomly speaking, he was making a clear point about a system that was underway, a counterfeit system.\
Satan has had success with counterfeits since before the FLOOD.
Notice the Apostle Paul gives them a tough pill to swallow – you tolerate it very well, he states. Because they had been following or listening to false teaching.
There is also a spirit of the cosmic system that is a deep spiritual influence which tickles the OSN and is fed by demonic forces. 

/The Bel who strays from solid doctrine and becomes interested in emotional learning, instead of academic discipline will become a victim of counterfeit teaching. Bels in early stages of apostasy (backsliding) will often be drawn into counterfeit Christianity, which in turn drags them further away from real Bible Doctrine.\   
2Co 11:5 For I consider myself not in the least inferior to the most eminent apostles.

That was one of the knocks on the Apostle Paul from some of the arrogant Bels at Corinth – he wasn’t on par with the other 11 apostles.
Right there in verse 5 he makes a strong statement because he knew his gift as an apostle was ordained by TLJC! 
2Cor 11:6 But even if I am unskilled in speech, yet I am not so in knowledge; in fact, in every way we have made this evident to you in all things.
That was another issue they brought up behind Paul’s back, that he wasn’t a strong public speaker, he didn’t appear as a sturdy presence when he was teaching.  
IF - is a Greek first-class condition – Paul knew his own weak areas. 
The Apostle Paul was not an impressive individual in appearance or speech.

Yet he was head and shoulders above the other apostles in many aspects of mystery doctrine. 
2Co 11:7 Or did I commit a sin by humbling myself so that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you without charge?
You can feel the sting of divine sarcasm in that statement, if you haven’t noticed it in the other scriptures. 
Sometimes you have to give a congregation a verbal wake-up call. 

Jump down a few verses RF, the next few verses the Apostle Paul tells them he didn’t want to burden them or risk chasing anyone away. 
Yet in doing so he had to seek support in other congregations. 
2Cor 11:12 But what I am doing I will also continue to do, so that I may eliminate the opportunity from those who want an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the matter about which they are boasting.
The Apostle Paul knew who some of these false teachers and enemies of the true apostles were.
This was the early formation as to what would unfold in the next two centuries, organized religion, denominational nonsense. 
They were known as the Gnostics at this point, some of them were Judaizers who combined Greek philosophy and Asian mysticism into a blend of false Judeo-Christianity. 
/2Co 11:13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising (metaschēmatizō) themselves as apostles of Christ.

Metamorphosis, to change, transform or appear as something else, a counterfeit.\
META-SAY-MATEEZ-MO, to morph into or to transform and appear exactly like something else.
The exact definition of a counterfeit. 
2Co 11:14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.

A messenger of truth - a being of light and a guiding light on the path of truth.
Satan is the master of deception and counterfeiting this exact perception that he will show you the way to enlightenment. 
/2Co 11:15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.

Servants or agents of Satan, diakonos, the deacons or servants and ministers under his authority. One who serves under a chain of command.\
DEE-ACK-O-NOS, we get the word deacon from this term. Often used for one who is in service under a greater authority. They serve, yet also have authority or responsibility themselves.

They are under the authority of the god of this world…not the true GOD we know in Christianity.

/One of the best ways of identifying counterfeit Christianity is to observe the teaching of the WORD closely. Is it held up as the highest order of that ministry. Does it point to the accuracy of the person and work of Jesus Christ. Is it Christ-centered and is HE taught as the unique God-man, who died for the sins of the whole world? \
These questions needed to be investigated and answered deep within your soul.

If you are being honest and you are filled with God the HS these questions will be answered in short order.
/Does that ministry consistently weave guilt or shame into its messages? Are there requirements other than faith, for your relationship with Christ (works, human effort)?  Is grace taught in its proper context? Is there an agenda, such as seeking money, political ideology or secular popularity involved? Are you gaining a better understanding of scripture and mystery doctrine?\ 
Keep in mind, there is a difference between HS conviction and human condemnation.
If you feel shame or guilt because a message, truthfully hit a personal nerve, that may be HS conviction and your emotions kicked in and got the best of you.

But if that teacher is trying to get into your pocketbook, or get you to be involved in a works program and they use shame or guilt – get up and get yourself away from that nonsense!

Same thing can be said, if that pastor is teaching you can live like hell and God approves of sinful lifestyles…get up and get out of there!
