Mat 63
The gentleness of God the Father
(VIDEOS ON PRB Ministry)  Real.video  Brighteon.com
Mat 7:7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.
Mat 7:8 “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.
Mat 7:9 “Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone? 
Mat 7:10 “Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he?
/Mat 7:11“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!\
We as flawed creatures have that instinct instilled by God to love and protect our children…and we are flawed creatures with an OSN, if we are capable of loving our children….how much more can a perfect and divine Father in heaven love and care for us?
Turn to PSALMS 86

Today I want to take a look at the Father we have in heaven….our heavenly father is what I believe we need to focus on from this passage today.
Now keep in mind we area indwelt by the Trinity so truthfully we have the Father…Son & HS within our soul structure.
/The Trinity is one God in 3 separate beings that at times we need to fully investigate, in doing this we should look at every aspect of each member and their unique power & directives.\

The deeper you get into understanding the Trinity and what each one means in your life the stronger your spiritual walk will become. 

(Prayer of David)
Psa 86:3 Be gracious to me, O Lord,
For to You I cry all day long.
Psa 86:4 Make glad the soul of Your servant, for to You, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
/Psa 86:5 For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and abundant in lovingkindness to all who call upon You.\
These are common traits that any good and normal parent has. 
Now there are cases of parents who have been abused… and therefore become abusive to their children, but that is not the norm and standard of the majority of parents.

Some parents are selfish & neglectful but I would argue that is a very small amount in the larger picture and we know some people are simply prone to evil and never get control over that aspect of their OSN. 
Our perfect Father in heaven has no selfishness in His nature…He has no bitterness or hate for anyone…even those who reject Him He has a love for them.
Go down to verse 7 see what David says…
Psa 86:7 In the day of my trouble I shall call upon You, for You will answer me.
This is matter of fact….GOD will answer, He will answer in His way and His timing. But HE WILL ANSWER!!        ELABORATE
Just because we do not get exactly what we want doesn’t mean God didn’t answer most of the time He answered and probably saved you some form of misery in the future.

Psa 86:8 There is no one like You among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like Yours.
Psa 86:9 All nations whom You have made shall come and worship before You, O Lord, and they shall glorify Your name.
Psa 86:10 For You are great and do wondrous deeds; You alone are God.
/Psa 86:15 But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth.\

What more do we need from a good parent….merciful…slow to anger and operates in grace and truth…filled with love and kindness. 

You know the 16 year old teenager who thinks they have cruel parents because they don’t get the keys to the car right away don’t realize that maybe…just maybe… their parents are doing them a huge favor and possibly saving their lives by withholding a serious privilege like that. 
Some Bels…adult Bel’s get upset with God when He withholds something from them or answers their prayers with a resounding NO…when God is simply protecting them from some pain in the near future.         ELABORATE
/As a divine Father to us there is probably no greater attribute then God’s omniscience (wisdom & insight into the future). He is the author of the plan and the all-knowing power over everything past, present and future.\
This means that if we can establish that God is good…He is love and mercy and His modus operandi is grace than we can rest in the fact that He is in control and He will do nothing to harm us.
If human parents are predominantly good how much more can we expect from our heavenly Father?

/Isa 49:15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child and have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, but I will not forget you.\
Turn to Psalms 103
There are scriptures that acknowledge human parents will fail…that we all fall short but there are scriptures upon scriptures that tell us GOD is always the same…always there for us!

/Mic 7:18 Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His possession? He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in unchanging love.\
Unchanging love….unchanging is one of His attributes…God is immutable. 

/Psa 103:11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.\    RESPECT HIM
Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
Psa 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us. 13 Just as a father has compassion on his children,
So the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him.
There is a perspective here that we need to be clear on.

This is not telling us that God hates Unbels.
 Or those Bels who disrespect the Lord will have immediate misery put upon their lives…this has to do with lining our will up to the plan of God so He can then work in harmony with us to fulfill His plan.

/Respecting the Lord and lining our thinking up with Bible Doctrine puts us in harmony with God. Once in harmony with the will/plan of God a Bel than can receive greater grace, wisdom along with escrow blessings & rewards. God loves everyone but shares deeper intimacy with those who truly love Him.\
Think about the teenager who has proven themselves to be responsible and respectful toward you as a parent. 
They have not gotten into too much trouble and are showing signs of maturity….that is the teenager who you can hand those car keys over too.
/Jhn 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
the world- refers to the cosmic system as a whole, even those who hate God!\
We may not fully understand the depth of God’s love and God’s righteousness and the depth of His longsuffering…just realize He is the author of a perfect plan. The plan is rich with His love and mercy.

/Rom 11:32 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all.
This is a reference to Unlimited Atonement. God’s divine plan to save EVERYONE who believes upon His Son.\

God shut up everyone because there is nothing we can do or say to save ourselves…we were born imperfect, into an imperfect world.
We were sinners from the moment of birth. Yet His divine plan enables everyone to be saved if they so choose. 
/Rom 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!\

God loves us all with a gentle and special love that even when we rejected and ignored Him …He still set the plan into motion to save anyone who would simply acknowledge Him. 
/Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
DONE in eternity past!\

What more can a loving father do than offer His only Son…what more can a savior do than offer Himself up for a ransom that we should have to pay. 
A debt that was on our account not His.

Our OSN can never be removed or improved upon while we are here on earth…it is out of our power and the only choice is to have a new nature.
We have a new nature installed into our soul because of the union we have with TLJC.

/Eph 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),\

We are special in the eyes of God we are not just simply Bels and in union with the unique one of the universe… we are entered into a royal family.
/1Jo 3:1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.\
TLJC was given to us as a grace gift from God the Father…we know Jesus Christ is God just like the HS is God… but when we step back and look at the operation of the Trinity…it was God the Father’s plan that was offered in eternity past for anyone who believes. 

/2Co 9:15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!\
TLJC was telling His followers in Mat chapter 7 that they were entered into a royal family…they had become children to the one true God.
/Though you can find references in the O.T. toward God the ‘Father’, it was Jesus Christ who definitively used God as ‘Father’ in the sense that all Bels should be recognized as children and family members under the loving authority of a heavenly father.\

The Jews had probably lost sight of God as the father of us all because the legalistic Jewish leadership had added so much ritual and laws into the original writings of OT saints.

Using the term father for God in the way that TLJC was training His disciples actually enflamed many of the legalistic Jews.

There was a comfort level that TLJC wanted His followers to have that lined up with a loving and gentle father that they could relate to…this was a common narrative that Jesus Christ kept using over and over again in many of His lessons.
Even though you have scriptures sprinkled all over the OT noting God as the father you get the sense the Jews never fully embraced that concept.

/Mat 7:11“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!
The Lord would press this doctrine of the Fatherhood of God for the next 3 years.\
[bookmark: _GoBack] It was important enough that TLJC wanted the gentleness and love of God the father fully understood by all His followers.





