Mat 210
Lay yourself down in front of the Lord

Mat 15:29 Departing from there, Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, and having gone up on the mountain, He was sitting there.
/Mat 15:30 And large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them.\
Mat 15:31 So the crowd marveled as they saw the mute speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.

We saw the episode of the Canaanite woman and you get sense Jesus came in that region specifically for that public display of what we noted with that Gentile woman.

He then keeps moving, Jesus and His disciples actually travel several hours, possibly half a day’s travel toward the east side of the sea of Galilee. There was still a predominately mixed culture occupying this region. 
So, as they were walking the news of the Messiah had spread in and around this area and my guess is the family & friends of that Canaanite woman had garnered a lot of attention. We now see crowds following TLJC…seeking HIM out.

And the majority of the crowd following Jesus & His Apostles are Gentiles.

/The attitude of a true Bel is one who desires to lay down their burdens and sins at the Messiah’s feet. This was great acts of faith on display. Following along for hours and carrying lame & sick people to the Lord, is in essence saying - I know you are the Messiah who can heal us and save us!\

Now the Apostles are seeing a multitude of outsiders coming into the fold of Christianity. 
There are older lessons TLJC had already taught them probably a year earlier that are now coming to fruition in front of their eyes!
/The uncomfortable journey and public embarrassment that the disciples had endured, is now yielding a crop of new Bels that had to be astonishing for many of them. This was now showing them a parable in action, the tiny mustard seed. (Mat 13:31, Mar 4:31)\
Turn back into Matthew chapter 7 as a reminder. We were there probably last summer in our study in Matthew.

As you do, I will touch on the mustard seed parable through the gospel of Mark because we noted this in Matthew chapter 13 about 4 months ago.

Mark retells the parable with the same accuracy and the lesson is very clear pertaining to the kingdom of God and how it begins;
/Mar 4:31 “It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon the soil, 32 yet when it is sown, it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms large branches; so that THE BIRDS OF THE AIR can NEST UNDER ITS SHADE.”\
This one small episode that these disciples have witnessed with the Canaanite woman, is now ballooning into a large following of new converts. 

They need to understand the concept that God works with minimal numbers at times and that in HIS timing a powerful army of Bels will rise up. 
The family of Noah was 8 individuals and they sustained the world. Abraham and Sarah were two – an older couple who were used to begin a whole new nation.

TLJC chose 12 unlikely men to build a world-wide ministry that will stretch into eternity. 

Don’t play the numbers game with God – even in the year of our Lord 2020 some of the most impactful ministries can hold less than a hundred people and they can have a divine impact on the world.
If ten righteous were found in Sodom & Gomorrah, God would have spared that region. 
Young David looked like a mustard seed next to the giant Goliath and we know how that turned out!
Now look at another teaching principle the Lord is touching during this episode with the Gentiles. 

/Mat 7:1 Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2 “For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.\

Think about what may have been going on through the Apostles minds while they walked alongside the Lord in this Gentile town, and the Canaanite woman ran alongside them shouting for help.
Mat 7:3 “Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?
/Mat 7:4 “Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and behold, the log is in your own eye?\
These lessons had to be ringing in the ears of the Apostles during this time with TLJC.
Mat 7:5 “You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.
And then notice the terminology TLJC uses and think about what HE said to that Canaanite woman;
/Mat 7:6 “Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.
This reference makes greater sense now because the dog or swine is not who they may have thought at first – it is now pointed back at anyone (Jew or Gentile) who rejects the one true Messiah.\ 
The crowd who showed the most disdain for TLJC was the Jewish leadership – Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees. 
If they were not getting this before they were learning this principle now.

/Mat 15:18 “But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.”
This recent lesson is even coming into the light as well. We see the heart of the Gentiles who are coming to the Lord, the heart of the Canaanite woman who laid herself down in front of the Lord.\ 
Whether it was the physical aspect of laying oneself down in front of the Lord or carrying family and friends who were sick or handicap to TLJC, this was a display of great faith which was coming from deep within them. 

This would highlight the lesson from days earlier where TLJC called out Peter for not understanding it is what is in the soul that counts, not the outside rituals. 

Some of the best lessons we learn are the ones we have to physically walk through ourselves. 
When something is up close and personal it has a lasting imprint upon us and these future church leaders were getting a great set of lessons here, right before their eyes. 
/Mat 15:30 And large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them.
These were the actions of people who knew this to be the one true Lord & savior and trusted in HIS power.\

This put to shame the Jewish leadership who rejected TLJC and those who grew up with Jesus and would not accept HIM when HE returned to HIS hometown to proclaim His deity. 
Here is a large group of predominately Gentiles, who gladly accepted the invitation of salvation and knew to lay their burdens down in front of the Messiah.

How do we know they were positive? Because of their actions and also because of how this went on to become part of the completed canon of scripture.

/Mat 15:31 So the crowd marveled as they saw the mute speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.
This is written in the Greek present tense; this was an ongoing event. The proclamation is verbal & physical worship of God – Jesus Christ!\

You do not carry your sick child or crippled friend several miles in the blazing heat and lay them down in front of a common man who you do not trust.

This is the actions and words of a group of people who came to believe in TLJC and trusted in what HE is capable of. 
Many of them may have only heard stories about the God of Israel and yet they react as if they know OT scriptures as well as the Scribes.
/Psa 55:22 Cast your burden upon the LORD and He will sustain you; He will never allow the righteous to be shaken.\

These Gentiles are living the spiritual life by coming to TLJC and laying down their lives and problems at HIS feet and worshipping HIM as the one true God. 
They do not care about who has Jewish blood or who knows more scripture than the next person… they are coming to the Lord for healing & wisdom. 

/Mat 11:28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.
Another lesson taught much earlier to His disciples.\

Any problem, illness or confusion can be made clear and dealt with if only the Bel have the faith & application that God tells us all to have.

/1Pet 5:7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.
The mental attitude for salvation and spiritual growth after salvation is always the same – laying yourself down to the authority of the Word (Jesus Christ).\
You release your own preconceived notions and human effort and lay yourself down to HIS word and His power.

And then the Bel comes to realize;
/Psa 37:24 When he falls, he will not be hurled headlong, because the LORD is the One who holds his hand.
The strength and hope of the positive Bel are all found in the Lord. \
Turn to John chapter 10 with me RF.

The flesh and cosmic viewpoint are recognized as stumbling blocks and woefully inadequate to the Bel who is laying themselves down in front of Christ.
/Psa 62:6 He only is my rock and my salvation, My stronghold; I shall not be shaken.
That is the attitude the Bels needs to nurture and maintain no matter what the cosmic system is doing to them or around them.\
Now let us take a look at the contrast with the Jews compared to these Gentiles we have just noted;

Jhn 10:24 The Jews then gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, “How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.”
It is mind boggling to me that some cosmic spiritual movements and religions out in the world claim that Jesus never said HE was God – and they teach He was just a good man, a prophet of God.

And scripture clearly points to HIS deity. 
Jhn 10:25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father’s name, these testify of Me.
/Jhn 10:26 “But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.
After all His teaching & healings they still question HIM. God knew in eternity past who would remain hard-hearted toward the truth and that is what Jesus teaches in this moment.\ 
Jhn 10:27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;

The Gentile sheep who God knew about in eternity past came to lay at the feet of the Lord and we see examples of that in our study in Matthew chapter 15.
They follow the Lord…they pursue Him they seek and they knock, they desire a relationship with HIM.
/Jhn 10:28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.
(Eternal security)\
Can never been taken from HIS hand - nothing in this cosmic system or anything we do in the flesh can remove us from our position in Christ. 

Jhn 10:29 “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.
Look how TLJC clarifies MY hand or the Father’s hand - saying we are one…I am GOD!
/Jhn 10:30 “I and the Father are one.” 31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him.
Arrogance, vehemently demands an answer, yet when it gets the truth it rejects it!\
It was not the answer they wanted to hear.
Often times this is the case with arrogance and pride, it demands to be answered but deep within it seeks an answer that it approves, that it believes in, and when you stand against it and point to truth it lashes out!
Arrogance hates to be called out or proven wrong.

/What we have seen in Matthew chapter 15 with the public display of the Canaanite woman and then the Gentile crowd following the Lord had to be difficult for some of the Jewish disciples to swallow. Because now they know for certain what they had been taught for years within their religious system & cultural beliefs was flawed. \
They had heard this early in TLJC ministry but something ingrained takes repetitive teaching to help remove it.

No one likes the shock of learning their family beliefs and cultural view of God are skewed, that they were off the mark and now they need to re-think that whole position. 
It can lead in one of two directions – it usually leads to a spark of anger or disbelief, that will set someone off in a negative direction and they remain in denial or perhaps even walk away from God all together.
Or the other avenue - which is what happened to the 11 Apostles and that is to accept the truth, humble yourself and get under the right teaching. 
                  REPEAT
/Mat 15:31 - they glorified the God of Israel.
The Lord rewarded their faith with healings that went on for a long period of time, showing the abundant love God has for His people. Gentiles with no formal training in the Torah came to believe and show greater faith than the Jewish scholars raised up on the teaching of Moses.\ 

When we can truly lay ourselves down in front of the Lord it is then HE can do an abundant work in your life.

When we have let go of those skewed, human beliefs and worldly ideas about religion and just lay ourselves down at the foot of that Cross, and accept who we are in Christ it is much easier for God to work in a powerful and abundant manner in our lives than when we still hold onto old beliefs and false doctrines.

He can work beyond your human imagination; 
/Eph 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.\

We get in the way with cosmic viewpoint and what we hold onto related to the OSN. 
That is a stumbling block and often the cause of confusion or silence in our walk with God.
/1Cor 2:9 but just as it is written,
“THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND
which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.”\

Maybe God is silent right now, because you are standing in His way and He wants you to lay it all down in front of Him and like a perfect gentleman HE will wait for you to do that – HE won’t force anything on anyone!

/The Bel lays everything down in front of the Lord just like they did at salvation – it is a mental attitude that recognizes that Jesus Christ has resolved everything. Who HE is and what HE has done is perfect, nothing can compare to that work on the cross. Everything within mankind is lost and useless without Christ. That is laying it down at HIS feet.\

It is the MA of occupation with TLJC – not cosmic viewpoint, not problems …but the only solution. 



