Mat #18

We have been in Mat chapter 3 and the lessons we have been noting revolve around the fact that the Church does not replace the Jews….also that just having Jewish blood ties to Abraham does not guarantee salvation. 
/Mat 3:10 “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
The two fold reference is to those Jews who were listening to John the Baptist but also, pointing to Baptism by fire in the future Tribulation Period.\

Jewish unbelievers are facing the same consequence as Gentile Unbels. 

Apostle Paul addresses the issue of the Mosaic Law causing a stumbling block for the early church of Galatia.
/Gal 2:16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.\ Turn to Heb chapter 11

Remember the Mosaic Law & OT rituals were how the Phar & Sadd measured spirituality.

Hebrews chapter 11 is the great faith speech that the Apostle Paul taught.
Faith has always been the standard and this in itself is condemning for those Jewish leaders (Phar & Sadd) who John the Baptist was calling out in Mat chapter 3.

/Heb 11:1-2 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the men of old gained approval.\
Heb 11:3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks.
/Heb 11:4- FAITH is what imputes the righteousness needed to be recognized by God. The perfect righteousness that only God can give us is obtained by FAITH…because we have become in union with the Lord Jesus Christ through FAITH!!!\
In verse 5 it says Enoch was taken up but had the faith that ensured he could be pleasing to God therefore prepared to see heaven.

/Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.\
Noah built an ark which was the analogues to salvation because he had faith.
/Heb 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.\
Heb 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going.
Go to Romans chapter 4

You can see the OT rituals such as circumcision became stumbling blocks for the Jews as well.
You will find time and again that OT rituals and even some of the early church gifts and callings that were temporary caused division & confusion because man wants to put his own spin on the plan of God.

Man-made denominations were formed from twisting scripture, and implementing rituals or temporary gifts & callings that no longer had significance in the CA.
Rom 4:8 “BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT.” 
/Rom 4:9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say, “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS\
10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; 
Rom 4:11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised. 13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith.
Rom 4:14 For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified;

/Abraham (Abram) had faith in the One true God of Israel (Lord Jesus Christ) long before he was circumcised or his wife gave birth to Isaac. Abraham’s faith came while under his father’s negative influence in the land of Ur in the Chaldeans.\
In Rom 4 v 11 there was a seal of righteousness that is spoken about…this righteousness was received at the moment of salvation.
/Rom 4:11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them,\
Circumcision was a sign that God had given Abraham his new genealogy and the new birth of a nation unto God.

/Abraham’s circumcision was God taking something considered dead and giving it a new life. It was a birth of a new spiritual species. With His perfect righteousness imputed 25 yrs. earlier, which satisfied His divine Justice this symbolic ritual became reality because Isaac would come forth as the first born Jew.\
The symbolism in all this is obviously very deep…the fact that Abraham had been born again and saved for many years before God deemed him ready to receive the blessing is not uncommon.

God’s timing & man’s timing are on two different clocks.

/Circumcision was designed first and foremost for the seal of God’s promise to Abraham. The removal of useless skin was also symbolic for the removal of the flesh from the plan of God. Then the birth of new people, set apart.\

This also was in direct opposition to the heathen Gentiles and those who followed after the Phallic cults of that day. It had the symbol of preparation for the right man to be with the right woman.

/Col 2:10 and in Him (Christ) you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; 11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;
 (Retroactive Positional Truth)\

God always has a way to set His people apart in each dispensation…something unique or different about the Bels of each dispensation can be noted.

Circumcision is used for cleansing in many realms…it is removing the old and giving birth to the new…removing something that is useless in the plan of God.

/Act 7:51 You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did. 
Uncircumcised spiritually can point to scar tissue of the soul.\

I think I may get into a lesson on the subject of circumcision or maybe do a QnA on it soon….because it has several doctrinal meanings and symbolic messages that are very interesting, but not today!
Turn to Eph chapter 2

We can also note…
/Not only in Romans chapter 4 is it stated that circumcision is no longer of any significance in the Church-Age it is clear in verses such as; 
1Cor 7:18-19, Gal 5:2-3, Eph 2:11\

The points we are trying to clarify revolve around the Phar & Sadd who led their people astray by being legalistic.

Connecting rituals to salvation and the blood ties they held with Abraham as an assurance of entrance into heaven.
Apostle Paul was teaching Gentile Bels at the church of Ephesus. Look at…
/Eph 2:11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human hands—\
12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
Eph 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace,
Eph 2:16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR;
Eph 2:18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.

Paul goes onto say there is no more strangers or aliens we are all of the household of God once we believe in TLJC.
TLJC brings everyone together…in Him…through Him and with Him everyone & everything is solidified.

/Psa 118:22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner stone.
The Lord Jesus Christ brings together and holds together Jews & Gentiles.
Mat 21:42, Mar 12:10, Luk 20:17, Act 4:11\
Back in Mat chapter 3

We noted in Matthew chapter 3 v 7 that the Phar & Sadd had come down and many were willing to perform the water ritual in front of everyone. 

/Mat 3:8 “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance;
This is a salvation message for the legalistic Jewish leaders. They wanted ritual with no reality. Because ritual is something man can perform, which pleases the flesh.\

Mat 3:9 and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham. 10 “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

/Legalistic Jewish leaders & those who trusted in them wanted public acknowledgement and they wanted to set the standard for entrance into heaven. To have to turn or pivot into anything that they could not manipulate caused them great frustration.\
Turn to Romans chapter 9

You will find that anytime those in power or those who have set standards that they demand everyone follow with them…become put in a position to have to accept fault or make change they will often become outraged and kick against it. 

Even when what change is happening or what fault is being exposed will lead to truth…these arrogant people will not accept it.

In Romans chapter nine Paul is a Jew who is expressing grief with his own people.
Apostle Paul knew his own Jewish bloodline and those who stood in it had been wrong….don’t forget Paul was a respected Pharisee…when he was Saul of Tarsus.

Rom 9:3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises,
Rom 9:5 whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.
/Rom 9:6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel;\
7 nor are they all children because they are Abraham’s descendants, but: “THROUGH ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL BE NAMED.”
Rom 9:8 That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are regarded as descendants. 9 For this is the word of promise: “AT THIS TIME I WILL COME, AND SARAH SHALL HAVE A SON.”
Rom 9:10 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac; 11 for though the twins were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that God’s purpose according to His choice would stand, not because of works but because of Him who calls,
Rom 9:12 it was said to her, “THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER.”13 Just as it is written, “JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED.”
Rom 9:14 What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be!

Both Jacob & Esau were born in the Jewish blood line of Abraham. Yet one got rejected by God.

God knew in eternity past who would be positive or negative toward Him.

Think about Cain & Abel, Ismael & Isaac, Jacob & Esau.  God created them all in the same bloodline yet they all made different choices.

/Rom 9:7 nor are they all children because they are Abraham’s 
descendants, but: “THROUGH ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL BE NAMED.”
Isaac was born physically a new race (Jew) but became spiritually new when he believed in God of Israel.\

Because God knows who will be positive and who will be negative…but the fact is there is an open invitation for all to come to God…faith alone in Christ alone.

/The origin of the Jewish race is totally spiritual, based on regeneration, in contrast to the origin of all Gentile races based upon physical birth. Before Christ it was still faith in the God of Israel or the Shekinah Glory\

It is all Jesus Christ no matter what.
Remember I taught on Theophany’s in an older video… go back and see that it has always been TLJC.

 All Gentile races are the descendants of Noah through Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

The Jewish race was divine in its inception…through Abraham & Sarah and the unique birth of Isaac. 

/Gen 21:12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the lad and your maid; whatever Sarah tells you, listen to her, for through Isaac your descendants shall be named.\

I think next message we will look at the promises made to Abraham and get an overview of Abrahamic Covenant …just so we can see what the Jewish nation should realize is coming their way. 

But I will leave you with a distinct passage from the Apostle Paul.

One that can also clarify that just having Jewish blood does not guarantee salvation. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]/Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.\
