2Thess #32
Living in your grace gifts brings true spiritual power.

Let me open with an apology – I had a technical glitch at the end of the last message and I’m sorry if it disrupted your concentration during the LORD’s Supper.
It is never easy being a fully functioning Bible ministry and being a one man show.
Occasionally these things happen. 

Let us up where we left last lesson;
/2Thes 1:11 – the prayers are very specific and it points to; 1. to grow into your calling inside the plan of GOD. 2. To reach a fullness of your potential God has given you. 3 to achieve a faith that brings forth glory to God. 4. to apply the true spiritual power of all that was given to you at salvation. Each one will bring a level of adversity or testing as well as great joy and confidence over time.\

The 4th and final part of Apostle Paul’s prayer is really in relation to the 40 grace gifts given at salvation. 
I want to cover all 40 grace gifts that we can see in scripture – there are probably more we will learn about in heaven. Some are intertwined or deeply connected to others, so we will cover two or three at a time in some cases.

There is no perfect order to teach these so I will do the best I can. I hope you realize these all happen at the exact moment of salvation so there is no one grace gift that is designed to be number one or number forty. 
If we did a list, I guess Efficacious Grace would have to be first. 

Because without it we are not born again. 
This may spill over into a second lesson because I will cover all 40 with at least one or two scriptures for your personal study.
I will put up scriptures or Biblical references for each grace gift - so you better have your pen and note book handy!
The terms and chronological order are not as important as the Biblical concepts behind each gift.
The important part is that you begin to understand the full 40 - no matter what order they are in. Or what terminology I am led to use to describe them.

/Intimacy with God the Father 
Justification                    Propitiation
Baptism of the Spirit     Eternal life
Efficacious Grace           Eternal security
Resurrection body 
Removed from the Great White Throne Judgement \

At the moment of salvation, you were justified through the divine courtroom of heaven – only because TLJC did the work and suffered the penalty for us.

/Rom 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we also have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we celebrate in hope of the glory of God.\
Because we are justified this opens up a unique and intimate, spiritual pipeline directly to God the Father.
We call it fellowship yet it runs deeper than that.
We are no longer outsiders looking in!
/Eph 2:18 for through Him (Christ) we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, (Eph 3:12)
Justification & intimacy with God the Father.\
Access to God and being justified at the moment of salvation are two grace gifts we could never earn or deserve.
If we are following proper protocol - meaning …walking in our new nature we have the ability to fellowship with God that is very intimate. 
Our prayer pipeline is unobstructed when we are filled with the HS which is adjusting to the justice of God, we did that at salvation and we do it when we name and cite any known sins. 
                    REPEAT
The legal roadblock is removed through our union with Christ. The debt was paid in full – God’s justice system was satisfied. 

/Gal 2:16 nevertheless, knowing that a person is not justified by works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the Law; since by works of the Law no flesh will be justified.  (Titus 3:7 Rom 3:28)\

Propitiation resolves our problems with the perfect demands of God’s righteousness and justice.
/Propitiation is a grace gift at salvation, meaning God’s justice system is satisfied.
Rom 3:24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in God’s merciful restraint He let the sins previously committed go unpunished;
(1Jhn 2:2, 1Jhn 4:10)\

God’s justice system cannot be ignored in fact the whole plan of God is filtered through that divine justice system. 
Only TLJC could stand up in that heavenly courtroom. 

/Two other grace gifts are that the Baptism of the Holy Spirit occurred through a power source beyond human effort or intelligence, which is called Efficacious Grace. The one true baptism and the efficacious grace used for that baptism of the Spirit were gifts for us! We could never earn or deserve it. This was all God dependent and HS ministry application.\
At the moment we believe in Jesus Christ, the divine power of God the Holy Spirit enters us into an eternal union with the Lord Jesus Christ. The Church-age Bel is identified with the Lord Jesus Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. 
/1Co 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
                           (Gal 12:13, Eph 4:5)\

Efficacious Grace is the divine power source that puts a Bel into union with TLJC when we have a moment of time that is truly positive about our Lord & Savior.
 There is also a Theological term called; Common Grace it is not part of the 40 gifts at salvation yet it is fully part of God’s grace plan for mankind. 

Common grace points to God the HS as the source for the gospel being put in front of you -which means HE was always pursuing you and placing the gospel in front of you at different points in your walk as an Unbel. 
God the HS pursues the Unbels and also gives them a basic understanding when the gospel is put in front of them.
/2Co 6:1 And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain— 2 for He says, “AT A FAVORABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON A DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED YOU.” Behold, now is “A FAVORABLE TIME,” behold, now is “A DAY OF SALVATION”— (Eph 2:8-9)
God the Holy Spirit makes our faith in Christ effective for salvation.\

There is only the potential for salvation in common grace, therefore, Efficacious Grace takes place when the divine ministry of God the Holy Spirit makes a spiritually dead person’s faith in Christ effective for salvation. 

/Eternal life & eternal security are two others that flow together under God’s grace gifts;
1Jo 5:11-13 And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.\

Eternal life is like a double portion -because we are given eternal life with God in heaven forever and we have received the gift of the eternal life of TLJC, a unique union with HIM… what HE has, we have!
TLJC also has eternal security – HE can not be cast out of heaven! Therefore, eternal security is also ours forever.

If Jesus Christ can’t be cast out of heaven how can we who are in union with HIM?
/Gal 3:26 “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
(Rom 8:31-32, Joh 10:29)\
If Jesus Christ is secured and living a divine spiritual life for all of eternity – so are you, if you are a BEL!

Apostle Peter denied the Lord three times and went on to become a foundational leader of the CA we all live in now.
Moses, King David, Solomon, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all had colossal failures at different points in the spiritual walk and they never lost their salvation.
Eternal means eternal – not temporary!

/If you understand your original context and exegesis of the Bible you will find, there is no scripture in the Bible that specifically tells us, as Bels, we can lose our salvation. Nor is there a warning that TLJC gave us, that states – to be careful not to lose our salvation. \

We are not powerful enough to gain salvation and we are not powerful enough to lose salvation – the Cross of Christ is complete, it is finished!

/Jhn 10:28, “And I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.” 29  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 “I and the Father are one.”\

We do not face final judgement as Bels, which tells us there is no sentence to hell for the born-again Bel, no matter what!
/2Ti 2:11 The statement is trustworthy:
For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 12 If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He will also deny us; 13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.\
Paul is teaching Timothy about suffering for Christ and staying the course as a SM Bel. This has nothing to do with loss of salvation because look how Paul ends the statement – HE cannot deny Himself.

This is a warning about shrinking away from your calling and losing out on blessings and rewards. 
As I mentioned, Bels-  do not face final judgement as in the Great White Throne judgement. 
We face the Bema seat judgement of Christ after the Rapture, which is an evaluation or a rewards ceremony, it is judgement of what we did in our new nature after salvation. 
/Jhn 5:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, the one who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

Jhn 18:9 This took place so that the word which He spoke would be fulfilled: “Of those whom You have given Me I lost not one.”\
If we can lose our salvation then I guess TLJC failed…I guess the cross was a temporary fix.
Which brings me to the next two on our list of forty grace gifts given at salvation.

/All Bels are removed from the Great White Throne Judgement at salvation along with gaining the guarantee of a Resurrection Body;
Jhn 3:18 “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”  (Rom 8:1)\
All judgment is removed at the moment we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
 
Rom 8:1“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
Unbels will be judged at the Great White Throne Judgment along with fallen angels and then go to the Lake of Fire. 

Contrary to popular belief, Unbels will not be judged according to their sins because the Lord Jesus Christ paid for their sins, they will be judged according to their works (Rev 20). 

/Jhn 11:25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; the one who believes in Me will live, even if he dies,

1Co 15:42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;\
The same supernatural body TLJC had after HE arose from the tomb is the one we will have also.
As we close today – keep in mind many of these grace gifts are seen or interwoven within several scriptures.
 By that I mean- as an example, eternal security is seen within the doctrine of resurrection.
The doctrine of resurrection and eternal security also point to our divine union with TLJC.
God’s word is incredibly deep and interconnected on so many levels. 

How anyone doubts the power and authenticity of scripture is beyond me!
The only explanation is – arrogance.








