Mat #14
Baptism II
I left off showing that the Apostle Paul was one of the early church leaders who began to focus on one baptism…the baptism of the HS that holds significance in the CA.
/1Cor 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
Paul was clearing up misconceptions about spiritual gifts & the fact we all are given different gifts or callings yet we all are in UNION with Christ through one baptism.\
Turn to 1Cor chapter 10

Again I’ll remind you that the Bible was not yet complete and the early foundation of the CA was a time of great spiritual gifts like healings….miracles…speaking in tongues and water baptism as a standard to show who was part of the church of Jesus Christ and who was not.

Let’s look at what else Paul wrote about.

As we look at what Apostle Paul was addressing we can note the Israelites in the OT kept falling into idolatry and that becomes a theme within this message. 

1Cor 10:1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea;  2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea;
1Cor 10:3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.
First and foremost the only people baptized in water at the Red Sea was the Egyptian military who were buried in the crashing seas after the Exodus generation walked through the dry area. 
/1Cor 10:2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea
Though the Greek verb BAPTIZO’ often references water such as a bath or submerging it also notes being overwhelmed by something, taken over.\ 
BAP-TEEZ-OH
We know for a fact that there was no water splashed upon the Exodus generation at the Red Sea…they passed through a dry baptism. 
/The root word for BAPTIZO’ is BAPTO’ meaning to take on the color or to be dyed in something because you were dipped or submerged fully into it. A term used for dying in ancient times.\

This is referring to a full acceptance and merging of faith in the one true God.

/1Cor 10:3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.
This was pointing out a unity of faith & power from one source they ALL submerged themselves in- Jesus Christ.\
Drinking from word of God the source of power.
Notice they were baptized (identified) with Moses who was fully submerged into his faith in God. 
Let’s look at the Apostle Peter.

Go to 1Peter chapter three.

We are going to 1Pet 3 v 18

Keep in mind now you just looked at the baptism of God’s people away from water baptism. The focus was on faith and unity of mind not a water ritual. 

1Pet 3:18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 19 in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison,  
1Pet 3:20 who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water. 
/1Pet 3:21 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,\
1Pet 3:22 who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.
As I had taught in the first message on Baptism…notice in verse 21 the focus is not on a physical washing…but a mental and spiritual appeal to God through Christ.
/ANTITYPOS Greek adj.- for that term Corresponding to that, in the same pattern or similar to the same manner.\
AUNT-TIT-EE-PASS

Noah and his family members had faith to build the Ark and then climb in that Ark….they were in a dry, safe place when the water came crashing around everyone else. 
/The Ark was a type of Jesus Christ it was the only savior and the union with Him, the fact that they were in the Ark….in Christ is what saved them!\
The Ark was in the shape of an ancient coffin and it represented death & burial of the future Messiah.
Yet it was the vehicle to save Noah & his family and offered them new life.

In fact in 1Pet 3:21 it mentions not to bother washing the flesh…removal of dirt from the flesh…this is highlighting the OSN.
The outer man is decaying but the inner man is transformed…we need to focus on our inner man, our soul structure.

Turn to Colossians chapter 2

/The early church developed stumbling blocks in the areas of circumcision, healings, prophecy, tongues & water baptism that would later give way to denominations influenced by Satan.\
It took hundreds of years to slowly develop and in some cases almost a 1000 yrs. but they all developed over time.
Look at Col 2 v 9

Col 2:9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;  
/Col 2:11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;  \
Col 2:12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.
Notice in verse 11 Paul is being clear on the spiritual work of God not the fleshly work of man.

/Col 2:9-12 is a clear lesson from Apostle Paul on works outside of the plan of God. There were efforts to bring rituals like circumcisions into the church as part of salvation. (Judaizes & Gnostics) \

Therefore Paul is addressing any rituals that add to the work of the Cross of Jesus Christ. We who are Bels are said to have been buried with Christ…we are identified in Him. 
The Apostle Paul tells something similar to the Galatian church.

/Gal 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
At this point (Gal 3) Paul was dealing with the ritual of following the 10 Commandments as a means of salvation.\

Satan has developed systems and works and deeds of the flesh that he prompts our OSN to get involved in.
We simply can’t resist having our flesh get involved in the plan of God.

Look what Apostle Paul said early in Chapter 3.

/Gal 3:2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?\

You will find out as you line up the historical context…the original language and certainly the writer of each book that, many gifts & rituals of the early church were temporary.

There are some minor translation issues that people disagree on.
But almost anyone who has studied Biblical context and accuracy about salvation & baptism all agree it is faith in Christ that saves.

/Mark 16: 16“He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.
Many scholars agree that Mark 16:9-20 had minor issues in translation & some agree the baptism is reference to the Baptism of Holy Spirit.\

Mark was also one of the early books like Matthew & Luke that pointed to the beginning of the church of Jesus Christ.

Matthew chapter 28 we see a similar scripture.

/Mat 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”\

Notice the term ‘make disciples of all nations’. Again we are first looking at teaching the word of God…the importance of hearing and then becoming a serious student.

Because a serious student is aware of the subject matter and is absorbing the lesson.  MATH-OT-TOE    MATH-OT-ACE
/MATHETEUO’- make disciples, meaning in-depth instruction, a thorough teaching to a student or a group so they in turn become MATHETES- technical pupils or informed students.\

This is a direct instruction from the Lord that they have to fully inform people everywhere what the Bible means…what the Gospel tells us. So that once they fully understand and accept that Gospel they are prepared to accept the baptism of the HS.
/The Apostles were instructed to preach & teach making sure the early church was firmly established with accurate doctrine and leaders who were willing to openly & accurately proclaim Christ as God & Savior.\

So the Apostles were 12 special men hand-picked by God to establish His church and in doing this they were given great power & authority that did not last their wholes lives. REPEAT   special only because they had a certain integrity that God could build upon.

/The Apostles had divine ability to heal, perform miracles, speak in tongues and they performed water baptism for many years while setting up the early church.\

Remember the Bible was completely finished around 90 A.D.

The Apostles had men that they ordained who also had a certain term where they would walk and talk in divine power just as the Apostle who ordained them did. 

/The completed canon of scripture (Bible) was the final phase of the Church Age coming to its fruition. At that point the Bel is reliant upon Bible Doctrine (mind of Christ) and the filling of the Holy Spirit to sustain themselves.\
The only minor discrepancies I can note fall under the two scriptures that I just covered. Mark 16:16 & Mat 28:19

Both of those can be interpreted to be Baptism of the HS….in fact it simply makes more sense once you line up scripture against scripture as I am doing in this series.

Speaking of which we have to look at Apostle Paul once again clearing up questions and issues concerning CA doctrines and what our calling and gifts are all about.
/Eph 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.\
This is Paul highlighting the unique age we live in …CA… where we are baptized by the HS and a supernatural soul structure of a dwelling tabernacle takes place at salvation. 
It never happened in OT. 

Turn to Romans chapter 6

We can see Apostle Paul teaching how we are identified in Christ once we are born again and saved.

/Rom 6:3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? (Baptism of Holy Spirit)\
 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Bels are retroactively baptized or joined with TLJC in His death, burial & resurrection. 
/Baptism of the Holy Spirit for the Bel seals a union with everything the Lord endured (retroactively) and everything He is within His eternal Royal seat at right hand of God the Father.\

We can close by looking at a Pharisee of the highest order sitting down with TLJC.

This may clear up a word like water and how it is viewed in the context of Biblical terminology. 
Nicodemus was questioning our Lord.
/Joh 3:5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.6 “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.\

Nicodemus is struggling with how a man can be born again and because he is a religious zealot the Lord references water because this is something in the temple and rituals that this Pharisee can relate to. 

/Eph 5:26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 
Isa 55:1-3 is also a reference to water being the word of God.\

Many Theologians will point out that water is referred to as the cleaning power of the word of God. This is a common terminology used within scripture. It started with OT and carried over into NT. 
/Joh 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’”\
The rock that the Exodus generation drank from is analogous to TLJC.

Living water refers to that Holy Spirit power we receive at our spiritual baptism…not water baptism.
/Joh 4:14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”
Prov 18:4 water = words\

The salvation of someone or even a whole generation of people is like a washing clean with spiritual water and that is a common doctrinal statement as well. 

/Isa 12:3 Therefore you will joyously draw water from the springs of salvation.
Isa 44:3 reference to words of salvation being water.\




1Pet 1:23 




1Cor 15:29 Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for them?




The seven baptisms (identifications) found in the Bible
            A. Real baptisms (an actual identification of one thing with another): there are four.
                        a) The baptism of Moses, referring specifically to the Red Sea where no one got wet except the Egyptians. The Jews were said to be identified with Moses into the cloud. The cloud was Christ, Moses followed the cloud, the people followed Moses, they went across dry shod. This is an actual identification. 1 Corinthians 10:2.
                        b) The baptism of the cross, Matthew 20:22, in which Christ was identified with our sins. Our sins were poured out upon Him and judged. This is called the baptism of the cup. The cup is filled with our sins, Christ drinks the cup. 
                        c) The baptism of fire which occurs at the end of the Tribulation. at the beginning of a new civilisation only believers can go into the new civilisation. The baptism of fire is the removal of all unbelievers of the Tribulation as the Millennium begins. Our civilisation began with Noah plus the seven members of his family. They were all believers. Eventually, of course, you have unbelievers. Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16.
                        d) The baptism of the Holy Spirit.
            B. Ritual baptism (an identification with water): there are three.
                        a) The baptism of John, Matthew 3:1-10; John 1:25-33. In this case we have water representing something: the kingdom of God, the kingdom of regenerate. John was the forerunner of Christ who is the head of the Church and for the first time baptism was practiced. There was no ritual in the temple, John was separated from the temple. There was one ritual. The new believer would go under the water to indicate his identification with the eternal kingdom of regenerate which John had been preaching, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Then he would come out of the water to indicate that as a believer he was still on this earth but his life had purpose. 
                        b) The baptism of Jesus, Matthew 3:13-17. Here we have Jesus identifying Himself with the will of the Father. Jesus went under the water to represent His identification with the Father’s will. He would go to the cross. Therefore the baptism of Jesus is unique. 
                        d) Baptism for believers in the Church Age. This is optional, based upon their understanding of retroactive positional truth. Going under the water the water represents identification with Christ in His death. Coming out of the water is a picture of identification with Christ in His resurrection. This is the ritual of compatibility with the plan of God for the Church Age. Acts 8:36,38; 16:33, and several other passage sin Acts. 
            There is no reference to water baptism in any of the epistles. Baptism is mentioned many times, but only Spirit baptism, only baptism of fire, never water baptism. Outside of the book of Acts there is no reference to water baptism in any of the epistles. Baptism is mentioned in Romans chapter 6, that is retroactive positional truth and current positional truth. Baptism is mentioned in Colossians chapter 2, same concept. It is the baptism of the Holy Spirit which is emphasised throughout the epistles. Every reference to baptism in the epistles is a reference to the baptism of the Holy Spirit, never water baptism.
The doctrine of the baptism of the Holy Spirit
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            1. The baptism of the Holy Spirit did not occur in the Old Testament or in any previous dispensation, Acts 1:5, “Ye shall be [future tense] baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days hence.” It was mentioned first as a prophecy tend days before the Church Age began. 
            2. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is prophesied first by Jesus Christ, John 14:20; Acts 1:5.
            3. The mechanics of the baptism of the Spirit are clearly stated in 1 Corinthians 12:13. God the Holy Spirit takes every believer at the moment he believes and enters him into union with Jesus Christ. Being entered into union with Christ is an actual identification. We are identified with Christ in His death. That means down with human good. We are identified with Christ in His resurrection. That means up with divine good. The baptism of the Spirit is also the key to the ministry of the Church Age believer in the victory of the angelic conflict. 
            4. There is only, therefore, one basis for unification in the devil’s world. It is the unification of believers not achieved by what we do. There is no such thing as equality in the human race or loving all members of the human race. It is totally impossible. And what is impossible is possible with God because of something he did. Unification of believers is achieved in one way only: through the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Ephesians 4:5. “One Lord,” we all have one right man, the head of the Church, Jesus Christ; “one faith,” we are all saved the same way; “one baptism,” the baptism of the Holy Spirit in one second unifies the whole kingdom of the Lord taken out of the kingdom of Satan. 
            5. The implications of the baptism of the Spirit provide equality not existent in physical birth. Galatians 3:26-28, “have put on Christ.” Since we have put on Christ we are in union with Christ. 
            6. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the basis for retroactive positional truth, Romans 6:3,4; Colossians 2;12. 
            7. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is also the basis for current positional truth, Ephesians 1:3-6; Colossians 2:10. Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father. We also enter into union with Christ as he is ascended and seated. Current positional truth, then , qualifies us to have fellowship with God forever. Jesus Christ is eternal life and we share that life. He is also +R and we share that righteousness. We are in union with Christ seated at the right hand of the Father, therefore acceptable to God the Father, even as Christ is. We are also positionally higher than angels, though physically inferior. We are also identified with Christ in His death which means that in principle human good has been totally rejected by us. Now, experientially human good must also be rejected. There is no place for human good in the Christian way of life. 
            8. The baptism of the Spirit also begins the dispensation of the Church, Matthew 16:18, where the Church was prophesied; Acts 1:5; Acts 11:15-17. 
            9. The baptism of the Spirit is not an experience of any kind, it is not ecstatics, it is not speaking in tongues, 1 Corinthians 12:13. It is actually a grace mechanic whereby we become acceptable to God, being sinners, being spiritually dead, having the imputation of Adam’s sin, being in the state of total depravity, yet acceptable to God. The baptism of the Spirit is often distorted into an experience. This is a Satanic move to discredit God’s grace. Anything that man can do always seems to blind him as to what God has done for him. 
            10. The baptism of the Spirit occurs at the moment we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, Colossians 2:12. 
 

