Mat 184
Faith-rest
Turn to Lamentations chapter 3 with me today.
Last lesson we began to open a greater understanding of the words for faith & trust used in the OT.
We noted the etymology of the Hebrew terms for belief or faith. That means the study of language or the origin of language and terms within a culture.

/Following the etymology of the Hebrew words of faith, belief and reliance we have seen ‘aman, emun, emunah, amen, all pointing to a strong belief that is a foundation but this steadfast faith is rooted in truth. Showing us a pattern of strong faith in the one true God, the Messiah – the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.\
Almost all of them are used in the sense of truth and fact rooted in our relationship with TLJC.

But as is common in the ancient language like Hebrew and even Greek there are several words that often stem from the root word or even stand on their own with a similar meaning.

When Job was attacked by Satan and his fallen angels it took faith to stay strong.

Job didn’t always say the right thing or keep his emotions completely under control but his maturity really shined through and he handled the tests…which came at him one after another with a great deal of faith.

/Job 13:15 “Though He slay me,
I will hope (yachal) in Him. Nevertheless I will argue my ways before Him.
Job is unaware if this test is discipline or spiritual warfare, yet his attitude is hope, trust and it is an enduring trust in the Lord.\
YAK-EL – this verb speaks to endurance that is mixed with your hope and trust that God will come through for you.

Job was entered into the divine courtroom and put on the witness stand yet he was not fully aware exactly what was happening in his life during these months of testing. God knew Job was mature enough to get to the other side of these attacks.

/Faith that we not only believe in Christ for salvation but a building up of that faith over time is what takes the Bel to levels of maturity so they can sustain a powerful love relationship with the Lord eve during attacks & testing.\

Lamentations as many of you know means weeping aloud…it means to cry out in pain.
Jeremiah was the prophet and teacher that was probably the main writer of this book and it speaks to the oncoming misery and the capture of Jerusalem and yet the majority of the Jews kept turning to false idols and enemies for support.

Many prophets in the OT like Jeremiah would have a heavy heart because of what they saw coming, what God the HS was revealing to them.
It is the same today, sometimes a pastor can look around as he is studying and see the negativity toward BD and see people going astray and it can cause that heavy heart to overcome them from time to time, not that they live in it.

Unfortunately, part of being a pastor-teacher is you have to call out lies, you have to discern the times you live in and sometimes you warn Bels and other times you reprimand them.
You need to do that as much as you build up and educate Bels.
But it’s all done from the pulpit by use of the word of God. 
Now Lamentations chapter 3 verse 19;
This was set up like an Acrostic poem in the original Hebrew meaning it started out with an original letter of the Hebrew Alphabet on every scripture. Some of it was lost in translation but it is just an interesting side note.

Lam 3:19  Remember my affliction and my wandering, the wormwood and bitterness.
Jeremiah is crying out as the voice of the Jews as if Jerusalem itself is speaking. Jeremiah is at a low point as he sees what is happening and it is personal for him.
Lam 3:20 Surely my soul remembers
And is bowed down within me.
/Lam 3:21 This I recall to my mind,
Therefore I have hope (yachal).
Faith which is trust in the Lord is the fuel of application in God’s plan.\
There is that Hebrew verb YAK-EL as we noted in Job chapter 13.
A hope & faith that endures. 
Jeremiah is able to bounce back from the despair even in the midst of misery all around because he is recalling who God is and what God is capable of.

Jeremiah must have had a flash of recall about how the Lord has come through for him and the Jewish people in the past. 
He need only remember the Exodus generation and all that God did to get his ancestors out of Egyptian slavery. 

What about the protection that Joshua had as a military leader for the Jews…what about the blessings of King David or his son Solomon?
/Lam 3:22 The LORD’S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail.
This is the attitude of a positive Bel. Remembering the promises and past victories given through God’s grace.\
Lam 3:23 They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.

Everyday the Bel gets out of bed can be a fresh new day inside the plan of God…even if yesterday was a failure.

Just like the Unbel who gets out of bed each day there will be another opportunity for them to come to Christ. 
/Lam 3:24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I have hope (yachal) in Him.”
Jeremiah is recalling Bible Doctrine which is how we develop faith rest.\

When the Bel can recall scripture and doctrinal principles or bring into memory how God has always been there for them they will have moments of rest that come from faith.
The Amplified Bible says it like this;

/Lam 3:24 (Amp) The Lord is my portion or share, says my living being; therefore will I hope in Him and expectantly wait for Him.\
In your soul structure you have the thoughts and memories stored up ready for application.
A big part of your Christian faith is what the next verse highlights.
[bookmark: _Hlk43365913][bookmark: _Hlk43287590]/Lam 3:25 The LORD is good to those who wait (qavah) for Him, to the person who seeks Him.
This is a binding together of items, this is something built upon. It is one of the strongest definitions of having hope or faith.\         CA-VAH
It is describing the same technique of how a strong rope is formed…one strand at a time until it is collected together and wound in such a fashion that it is a powerful rope. 

Lam 3:26 It is good that he waits silently for the salvation of the LORD.
This salvation is a place of safety not necessarily in the salvation realm as we know it…because no Bel is born again twice, it is once and done! 
This is salvation in the sense that God comes in to rescue us.
[bookmark: _Hlk43365999]/There may be no better display of strong faith then that of patience in the face of attacks. The application of waiting on the timing of God is rarely used or fully understood by immature Bels, it is a problem solving device (faith-rest) that the Bel with maturity uses habitually.\

Lam 3:27 It is good for a man that he should bear the yoke in his youth.
This has many applications one being that we have the physical strength when we are younger to endure problems or exhausting attacks.
It also pointed to the young Jewish men taken captive would have the strength to endure and hopefully turn back to the one true God of Israel. 
Lam 3:28 Let him sit alone and be silent since He has laid it on him.
Lam 3:29 Let him put his mouth in the dust, perhaps there is hope.
This speaks to being humbled it was a term derived from the Orient which either pointed to a defeat or humbling yourself in front of a superior enemy.
Lam 3:30 Let him give his cheek to the smiter, let him be filled with reproach.
/Lam 3:31 For the Lord will not reject forever, 32 For if He causes grief,
then He will have compassion according to His abundant lovingkindness.
Divine discipline is not intended to last forever but it is intended to bring the Bel to a place of humility so God can build them back up.\

The Bels endurance during difficult times is a good gauge as to where they are spiritually.
The Bel who quickly blames God during a challenge or adversity is really showing themselves and the angelic audience that they are immature in their spiritual growth.
Turn to Daniel chapter one with me.

During the time of Daniel, we see what Jeremiah had been warning about.
[bookmark: _Hlk43284582]Jeremiah had warned about the coming captivity and he also witnessed the assault concerning Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and how his powerful army besieged it.

The captivity was under way and Daniel was one of those strong young men, but Daniel was also a positive Bel who had not fallen for the false idols.

/Dan 1:3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles,\
Dan 1:4 youths in whom was no defect, who were good-looking, showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the king’s court; and he ordered him to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans.
This was how some of the ancient nations would advance quickly was to take the smartest and youngest and use them to increase their nations power & knowledge. 
In this case Nebuchadnezzar had a system where for about 3 years the young men and women would go through training in the Babylonian culture. This included, language, history and diet.
Daniel had the strongest faith among his friends and you see his strength rubbed off on others. Sometimes it just takes one strong Bel to operate in his or her faith and others are sparked and lifted up to follow suit. 
Here is what happens when positive Bels are taken into captivity by the cosmic system;
Dan 1:6 Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.
Dan 1:7 Then the commander of the officials assigned new names to them; and to Daniel he assigned the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego.
Daniel's resolve shows a strong faith, their names are changed, their lives are completely turned upside down and yet he will not be shaken.
/Dan 1:8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king’s choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself.\
Daniel is not going to accept the cosmic system being forced upon him…he is not going to give up on the God of Israel and yet we see Daniel follows protocol. Not violent rebellion or sneaky attacks but he goes to the chain of command.
/Dan 1:9 Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials,
The Spiritual Mature Bel will find that when they stand strong inside God’s plan and operate within lawful boundaries God can deliver them.\
The Bels faith needs to be strong enough to rest in God’s plan, God’s timing, because it doesn’t always mean that Bel will immediately be delivered from some form of captivity or problem. 
REPEAT

Dan 1:10 and the commander of the officials said to Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces looking more haggard than the youths who are your own age? Then you would make me forfeit my head to the king.”
Daniel was not going to eat from the table of false gods and evil rituals.
He did not panic…he rested in his relationship with God.
Look at verse 12;
/Dan 1:12 “Please test your servants for ten days, and let us be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink.
Refusing the sacrificed meats and ungodly diet of the satanic Babylonians.\ 

The Bel who is faced with temptation and difficulties at every turn must find the strength to operate in their faith which can not happen if that Bel has been weak in their walk with God.
REPEAT
Everything is not what it always seems to be be…we do not walk by sight but by faith and Daniel is giving a fine example of that principle taught in 2Cor 5:7.

/Dan 1:15 At the end of ten days their appearance seemed better and they were fatter than all the youths who had been eating the king’s choice food.
God’s plan always pays off with spiritual blessing (physical and mental) even when it seems challenging at first.\ 
This is what I was telling you about concerning that Hebrew word qavah (CA-VAH) which means the strings that accumulate together over time make a powerful rope…it is not about immediate strength or God rescuing us the moment adversity hits.

Waiting on God’s timing and watching how HE even works with us through adversity is a powerful faith building block. 
It is also a testament to God that you trust his plan and His word to see you through.
Look how God went on to bless Daniel and his friends who remained faithful.

/Dan 1:17 As for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and intelligence in every branch of literature and wisdom; Daniel even understood all kinds of visions and dreams
Daniel and his friends became blessing and assets during a very difficult season of evil. Daniel was even able to bring the cosmic king to Christ (Dan 4).\
Jump ahead to Daniel chapter 3.

Daniel had a profound impact on the Babylonian captives and even Nebuchadnezzar himself. We won’t touch on the whole story today but many of you know the powerful faith Daniel kept displaying in adverse circumstances.
 Everyone has heard of Daniel in the lion’s den, that type of miracle only happens when the hand of God is on your life. But it was Daniel who first seem to stand strong and rest in God’s plan and that ignites his friend’s faith! 

Remember when they stood strong and TLJC stood in the furnace with them?
/Dan 3:12 “There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the administration of the province of Babylon, namely Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. These men, O king, have disregarded you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image which you have set up.\
Nebuchadnezzar is enraged and the Babylonians were vicious people by nature concerning human sacrifice, perverted behaviors and dishing out wicked justice. 
/Dan 3:16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter.
This is the only time you stand firm against authority, when you know you are being told to do something opposed to the plan of God. (Act 5:29) \
The Apostles got locked up on different occasions and were told to stop preaching the Gospel of Christ;
Act 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.
That was their attitude once they stepped outside the jailhouse. 
/Dan 3:17 “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.\
You can’t fake that kind of faith and you get the sense they had a relaxed MA even in the face of a horrible death.

Dan 3:18 “But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.
Even if we die we trust it is part of God’s plan! This is amazing faith-rest application. 

The three men are bound up tightly and thrown into an incredibly hot furnace.
/Dan 3:24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to his high officials, “Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?” They replied to the king, “Certainly, O king.”\
This is what the Lord meant when HE said if you have the right kind of faith ask whatever you wish I will grant it!
Not for a selfish person with no spiritual growth to wish for wealth or a new marriage.
The faith that brings forth miraculous events is one that is lined up dead center in the plan of God and is attached to a soul structure saturated with the word of God.
/Dan 3:25 He said, “Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!”\
This was the Lord Jesus Christ in HIS super natural human form which reflected divinity and many scholars believe the heat of the furnace only made TLJC shine brighter because that is what heat does to a treasure.
Precious stones only shine brighter and become more apparently visible under extreme heat. 

God has a way of coming through for the Bel at the most unbelievable times, HE is there when just minutes before we saw disaster headed at us.

This reminds us of what Paul told the church at Corinth;
/2Cor 4:18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.\
Faith rest comes into its strongest application when we can hit a level of spiritual maturity and we start to recognize the spiritual and not let the temporal cloud our vision.
REPEAT

We will shift into NT teaching on faith next lesson.
I’ll leave you with this because we will pick it up in Hebrews chapter 11 next lesson;
/Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the men of old gained approval.
Faith is the standard of salvation and then spiritual growth afterward.\



 

