Mat 56
The Lord’s prayer
Unfortunately there is a misconception about this title…this prayer in Matthew chapter 6 is suited for a pattern or style of prayer and it has a focus for the earthly ministry of Christ, designed to help the Apostles over the next 3 yrs.

Let’s read it together and I will tear it apart so we can get a clear view of it. 
Mat 6:7 “And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 8 “So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.
/Mat 6:9 “Pray, then, in this way:
‘Our Father who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name. \
10 Your kingdom come. Your will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 ‘Give us this day our daily bread.
Mat 6:12 ‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 ‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’]
This is an example of prayer protocol not a call to repetitively use this same prayer over and over again. 
Immediately we address God the Father. 
And verse 9 is the present active imperative in the Greek, meaning- Keep on praying along this pattern
By a pattern I simply mean in the same manner…not a chant of the same prayer over and over again.

There is an important theme going on in chapter 5 and into chapter 6 that point to religion & legalism.
/Jesus highlights pseudo-righteousness and the religion of the day concerning public prayer. He rebukes the Pharisees and to illustrate how the religious standards of the day have failed. This has been a theme of the Lord’s lesson from the start of the sermon in chapter 5.\
TLJC presents the model prayer for the disciples, and the reason He gives this is to demonstrate the failure of human good added into the word of God.
 This model of prayer must be understood concerning its context. 
/The first lesson of the model prayer is brief but direct in accuracy. It is a model prayer for the crash course prior to the Church Age. Remember that the Sermon on the Mount was a way of life for the disciples during the next 3 years. (Foundational period)\

This is a legitimate petition for the disciples during the three years of our Lord’s ministry.
Part of the prayer much like a large portion of TLJC lesson so far was designed to expose the self-righteousness and the hypocrisy of the Pharisees who would not admit to personal sins nor extend grace beyond their circle of family & friends. REPEAT

/Jesus had already amplified the Mosaic Law by extending it to thought patterns and motivation, this cries out for grace. The sermon is the full portion of grace being introduced as more than a mere gesture but a lifestyle and trademark of spirituality.\ 

With the introduction of what God’s grace resembles the most subtle forms of legalism are now going to be exposed. 
/This legalism is opposed to grace and this will be emphasised in this first prayer as much as it has been in the first section of the sermon. Christ needed to expose human good, religious nonsense and legalism…because that had been the standard for spiritual maturity.\

I had mentioned in previous lessons the Law is fulfilled in TLJC and now there becomes a focus on Grace…I also taught you that there is a shift or change from one dispensation into another.

/If The Lord didn’t wake up these future teachers they would fall into great arrogance due to the power He would bestow on them leading up to the completed canon of scripture.\ 

If He doesn’t expose legalism the disciples will abuse the powers that are given to them by catering to their approbation lust and seeking to impress people with these powers.

/The title, The Lord’s prayer, is best suited for John chapter 17. Matthew chapter 6 is a brief but enlightening prayer for a group of new converts who would be learning and applying grace principles as a foundation & bridge into the Church Age.\     
Their first mission and focus was going to be on the lost sheep in the house of Israel…the Jews. 
Those already indoctrinated into legalism thru the Scribes and Pharisees. 
(reference to the lost sheep in Mat 10)
It is imperative that the disciples be warned about legalism before they begin their ministry to the lost sheep of the house of Israel— and consequently this model prayer is designed to help them avoid all the pitfalls of legalism.

As this prayer begins it recognizes God the Father and then goes directly into basic prayer principles. 
What is the first principle of prayer? Fellowship.
 You must have fellowship with God — you must be in fellowship …filled HS. 
/The word “Hallowed” gives us this concept. It means to be set apart or to be sanctified — “set apart be thy name” this means to be in fellowship.\

 It is in the passive voice and this means that His name receives this through the believer who is praying…. being in fellowship. It is an imperative mood and it is commanding God that His name be set apart. 
The aorist tense plus the imperative… plus the passive voice addressed to God. 
Receive a set apart name, actually adds up to an idiom. It is the principle of being in fellowship. If you pray out of fellowship —like it tells us in  Psalm 66:18. You cannot be effective in prayer unless you are in fellowship.

/Mat 6:10 Your kingdom come. Your will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Jesus Christ is on earth, the capacity of the kingdom was there with the King. This was a look to the future (eschatology) \
 “Thy kingdom” is a reference to the rule of Jesus Christ on the earth; “come” — the Greek goes in the opposite direction. “Come, thy kingdom” is the literal Greek. 

The word “come” indicates the power of the faith-rest technique in prayer, indicating the principle of believing God will work in your life because you have remained positive in His plan.
/Mat 21:22 “And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”\

The kingdom cannot come today, God Himself could not bring the kingdom today. It was possible when the disciples were on the mount because the King was on earth, but the King is in heaven today seated at the right hand of the Father. 

When the King is in heaven the kingdom can’t come. The King is going to stay there until operation the Rapture….when the Church will go up to meet the King but the King will meet the Church in the air and He still won’t be on the earth. Not yet!

He is then going to cleanse His bride and then the King will come back to the earth and then the Millennium. The kingdom is the 1,000 yr reign of the King on earth. 

But in their day the disciples could pray “Come, thy kingdom” because the King was there, and this was to be a part of their message to the lost sheep of the house of Israel: the King is here. 
It couldn’t happen today. 

“Come, thy kingdom” pertains to the Millennium and is a petition you cannot pray today.

How will you know when the kingdom occurs? 
/There is a third petition which amplifies the second — “Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.” “Thy will” is the will of God. God’s will at this historic point allows Satan his run on earth in the form of authority.\

Do you think today, by any stretch of the imagination, that the will of God is being accomplished on the earth as it is in heaven? It is totally impossible. The devil is the ruler of this world and will rule it until the last phase of the 7 year Tribulation.

The devil is the god of this world, he is the prince of the power of the air, and he will rule this world until the Second Advent. 
And when the devil rules the world the will of God cannot be done on earth as it is in heaven;  even among those who belong to God, believers….His will is not being accomplished today. 
 
Some events have not yet been fulfilled. It will be a legitimate prayer for believers at the end of the Tribulation.

/This prayer recognizes the plan of the Father, the language within it was suited for that historic point. That prayer today word for word would mean you were disoriented to the plan of God.\
The outline itself is suitable… it is the wording that does not fit the time we live in. Also notice it is not completed or given over to the Father in the name of TLJC…because He was with them physically and His ministry on earth was not yet complete! 

/There is an outline of the recognition of the Father, forgiveness of sin and a grateful heart in the prayer all forming a basis for prayer, yet the exact language does not suit the Church age Bel. In the name or the work of Christ is absent.\

Now there will be those who will dispute this but it is not something I have made up nor is it something that is a new concept…there are a handful of teachers and theologians who describe the Lord’s prayer in John 17 not Mat chapter 6.

In fact turn to John chapter 17 as we close let’s read it together so you see what the Lord’s prayer looks like.

[bookmark: _GoBack]/The prayer in Mat chapter 6 was not a prayer the Lord Himself would use it was given to the original Apostles as a format for prayer. Its core language spoke to future events while instilling the concept of repentance, forgiveness and gratitude as well as seeking guidance.\

John 17:1 Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, 2
even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life.

John 17:3 “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4
“I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.

5 “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was. 6
“I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.

Joh 17:7“Now they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You; 8 for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me.
Joh 17:9 “I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours; 10 and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them.

Joh 17:11“I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are.

12 “While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.
Jhn 17:13
“But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. 14 “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
Jhn 17:15
“I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.16 “They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
Jhn 17:17
“Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18  “As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 “For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.



Jhn 17:20
“I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word;
Jhn 17:21
that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22
“The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;
Jhn 17:23
I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.
Jhn 17:24
“Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. 25
“O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me;
Jhn 17:26
and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”





