Mat 178
God’s grace is more than sufficient 

I would like to open today’s message with an email I received from a young man who I believe is a blessing to Christianity and probably a reason that his area of Maryland is still standing.

Both he & his father are sound doctrinal men of God…when you think of character and integrity these are the type of men that come to my mind.
And so with great honor I read an email from; Revell Blackwell-

It’s really unfortunate to see what’s happening to our country. I love my nation. And although my father and I are black Americans, we are Americans FIRST! 
I was born HERE and nowhere else. So my nationality is AMERICAN! The majority of our society doesn’t see it that way and wants to divide us as we also choose to divide ourselves, but like my late teacher Col. R.B.Thieme Jr. used to say “The majority are usually wrong!”.

2 Cor 5:7 “For we walk by faith, not by sight.”

Remember that one Christians?
What about this one?
John 7:24
"Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment."

How can we make righteous judgments without righteousness? The righteousness of the word of God being learned and absorbed into our souls daily. Key word: DAILY. 
That’s the missing component. 

Television news is bad energy right now. Dark energy. 
I’m good on that Satan, you can keep it. I would rather watch baby rhino video’s on You Tube.

During these times of “high tension and emotion”, a lot of citizens have chosen the side of “high tension and emotion” and have in turn neglected the blueprint for humanity written in the biblical scriptures. 

Neglecting the spiritual solutions God has given us that have always brought prosperity and peace to a nation’s negative circumstances. 
And so if our emotions are how we choose to solve our problems, how will there be any room for God? 

Because OUR “solutions” are clearly backfiring. This is not progress in my opinion. It’s arrogance. At the end of the day we are all just specs of dust living on a spec of dust…planet Earth. So, of course we need God.

James 4:14 ”You do not even know what will happen tomorrow! What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.“

Isaiah 2:22 ”Put no more trust in man, who has only the breath in his nostrils. Of what account is he?”
So instead, put your trust in G... O... D!

I pray that God will supernaturally turn the negative emotions of the hearts of man into positive emotions because “hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do that”. And riots and protesting cannot fix our nations issues at its CORE, only BIBLE DOCTRINE can do that!

When it is all said and done, whatever our circumstances may be, good or bad, cursing or blessing, deserved or undeserved suffering, keep your eyes off people and instead laser focused on the Lord Jesus Christ! 
Remember Him? Our God and Savior of our souls. 

And we know one day soon... in the midst of all the chaos, fear, and heartbreak... when we least expect it...
“HE’S... COMING... BACK!” (1 Cor 15:50-53; 1 Thes 4:13-18; Titus 2:13).

Gbible.org; Prbministry.org; Berachah.org; Rbthiemejr.org. The word of God taught from the original languages of scripture FREE OF CHARGE!
With that…let us pray.

Open up to Matthew chapter 14 verse 16.
What we have begun to really look at is a series of events taking place all within a one day period that really has multiple lessons and levels to it once you tear into it and examine the complete context of it all.
/The mounting pressure against our Lord’s ministry, the execution of John the Baptist, concerns about the large crowds, lack of rest as well as lack of food all culminate into the current circumstances we note in Matt 14:12-19.\  
Mat 14:16 But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away; you give them something to eat!”
Mat 14:17 They said to Him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.”
Mat 14:18 And He said, “Bring them here to Me.”
Mat 14:19 Ordering the people to sit down on the grass, He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the food, and breaking the loaves He gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds,
/Mat 14:20 and they all ate and were satisfied. They picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve full baskets.\
Mat 14:21 There were about five thousand men who ate, besides women and children.

TLJC was not concerned about the feeding of the crowd in the physical sense HIS focus was on saving souls first and then the comfort or logistics of the situation afterward.
This would be something the Apostles would have to learn to do as well, they would need to make sure the Gospel of Jesus Christ is given priority no matter what other distractions are all around them at any given moment.
In verse 20 we see not only did everyone eat…possibly ten thousand, from five loaves of bread & two fish, but there were plenty of left overs.
Yet the majority of the disciples wanted to turn the crowd away once they deemed it was time for TLJC to finish healing and saving souls.

/A powerful lesson in this among others was that man does not have the ability to judge the depth & width of God’s divine power. Also, that when it comes to God’s grace it is not only sufficient it often times overflows toward abundancy even when dealing with Unbels.\
Turn to 1Timothy chapter 6 verse 17.

Ask yourself how many Unbels you see in your personal life as well as the superstars and celebrities on TV that appear, by all accounts to be blessed in one aspect or another?
If someone is reaping a benefit of wealth, health, good looks and a good life, ultimately it is because GOD allowed that to happen.
Even if Satan is blessing them it is because GOD is allowing that to happen.
/Jhn 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

God set the mandate in eternity past that the whole world would be given perfect righteousness and the sin issue would be dealt with on the Cross, for ANYONE who acknowledges HIS divine Son.\
There is no set group of Bels that God decided would reap the benefit of salvation, the cross was set in place for all sins and everyone who would be positive toward TLJC.
/Jam 1:17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.
This statement holds true for all of mankind, it is God who allows blessings and prosperity.\ 
Honestly God does giver greater grace toward those of HIS own household and in the big picture we can safely say Bels are treated as the apple of HIS eye when everything is said and done. 
But even the Unbels are given opportunities to reap blessings from their life here on this earth.
/Mat 5:45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.\
Just the fact that God allows and Unbel to mock His Son…His word and His people and attack Him repeatedly as they breath the air HE provides is pretty generous in book.

/1Tim 6:17 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.\
The Apostle Paul does not mention to Timothy to make sure he only teaches this principle to Bels but just as a principle in general to live by and promote as part of the word of God.
1Ti 6:18 Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share,
1Ti 6:19 storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.

Like any pastor-teacher Timothy will never know who is positive or negative when he is in the process of teaching & preaching, yet the principles still stay the same. 
/God allows Unbels to reap rewards in the temporal if they respect His establishment principles. There were numerous Unbels or pagan tribes & nations in the Old Testament that had many years of prosperity because God allowed it.\
My point being is that what the Apostles were learning and what all Christians need to understand is that God wants to reach out across this whole world and offer the grace gift of salvation.
That God can touch the heart of the most wicked sinner and that the calling & commission of the Christian is to always evangelize to this lost & dying world and leave it up to God the HS to do the rest.

/Psa 24:1 A Psalm of David.
The earth is the LORD’S, and all it contains, the world, and those who dwell in it.
The heart of the Bel should be that all the world hears the gospel and that all come to His saving grace.\
Turn to Luke chapter 6 with me.
Everyone is God’s creation…Unbel or Bel we are all created by ONE GOD, therefore do not assume someone is out of HIS divine reach and never be too quick to turn your back on a person or situation that God has placed in front of you.
These disciples in Matthew chapter 14 were witnessing healings and salvation repetitively for hours and when they thought in their flesh that it was enough and that God would not supply the need for such a large event they were proven wrong.
In the vain of everything going on in the city streets across America today let us close with these verses.
Look what doctor Luke teaches us.
Luk 6:35 “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.
Luk 6:36 “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
/Luk 6:37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.\
We need to be careful how we treat others and even when we deal with the Unbel God still looks at your heart.
You do not know how your words and actions may change the heart of a hardened atheist. If someone becomes rude and combative you should not be a doormat that they dance all over.

By the same token don’t just throw up your hands and quit when you get a little push back from this lost & dying world and those who soak up all the lies in it…they are fooled, they are manipulated by fallen angels and a system that is devastatingly blinding about truth.  REPEAT
Luk 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.”

Our human nature often glances swiftly at an event or the surface of someone or something, and then we make quick judgements and yet that is not found in the word of God for the protocol of HIS people.

Our God is a God of miracles and using the least likely candidates and situations to propel HIS plan forward.

/Jam 2:1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.
Mankind looks at the surface while God looks at the heart. (1Sam 16:7)\
We simply do not how God will use an unlikely event or circumstance to bring forth the gospel of Christ and move HIS plan forward.
/Jas 2:2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,
This is how most people look at one another whether it is status or a skin color issue, or who they know or what they appear like in any given moment. God does not use that criteria.\ 
This is the attitude we should strive for and in doing this we use the word of God and filling power of the HS to help guide us to make better evaluations.

/Jas 2:3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,”\
Any situation or person God puts in front of you has the potential to become a divine appointment. 
Stop using your human viewpoint to look at everything.
/Jas 2:4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?
Christianity is loaded with spiritual police officers & self-appointed judges of justice & righteousness.\ 

Yet the often miss the big picture of what God is trying to show them.

/1Jhn 3:16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?\
This is not just about money…this also can point to a Bel who neglects the Unbel God puts in front of them.
Anytime we have a hard heart toward others we are operating for the OSN not the new nature.
/1Jo 3:18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.
Christianity is not role we play at church it is to become a lifestyle.\ 

What we saw in the study of Matthew chapter 14 concerning how TLJC handled the large crowds was salvation comes first and then HE showed His compassion for their pain and hunger. He also was teaching His closest followers that this was the protocol when they became the new leaders of the CA. 

/The Apostles would have to go forth setting an example that you always lead with the gospel of Jesus Christ no matter who is listening. Then you can heal them through the feeding of the word and a deeper relationship with Christ. God will guide you and human viewpoint has no value inside the plan of God.\




