2Thess 25
False teaching carry into the Great Tribulation leading to a false messiah.

Pick it back up today in Matthew chapter 24 RF.
The Christmas message will probably land on Wednesday night or Thursday afternoon the 21st this year.
I have family coming in for ten days as of this afternoon.
My teaching schedule will be a regular message this Tuesday the 19th - followed by a brief Christmas message, either on Wednesday night or Thursday afternoon.

I will be off after the 21st until December 28th . 
My plan is to be back on my teaching schedule on Thursday December 28th   - so please keep my family and I in your prayers and enjoy your time off as well.

Let’s pick it up in Matt 24;
Mat 24:16 then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains.

Verse 15 pointed us to a definitive point in the Tribulation – this is a huge landmark when the Abomination of Desolation is unveiled in the temple of Jerusalem. 
It is somewhere in and around the 3-year mark of the 7 years of tribulation.
Jesus is teaching the apostles to understand that there is no turning back from this point. TLJC wanted this to be a documented time, in future prophecy that those who are Bels, should run to find safety and cover. 

In essence Jesus is stating there is no turning back and no rescue from what will unfold. 
Mat 24:17 “Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get things out of his house.
Mat 24:18 “And whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak.

Mat 24:19 “But woe to those women who are pregnant, and to those who are nursing babies in those days!
Jesus is using very urgent and imperative words in this teaching. 
Mat 24:20 “Moreover, pray that when you flee, it will not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath.

/The winter and Sabbath both pose a problem when it comes to getting out of the congested city areas and getting into a mountain region. We know exactly which mountains Jesus is referencing because Daniel 11:41 tells us that those who flee to Ammon, Moab and Edom are safe when the king of the north comes through with his army.\

There was a real battle of 4 kingdoms noted in Dan 11 which held prophetic meaning for the end time Tribulation battle strategies. As is almost always the case the prophecy was pointing to several events and then further ahead to the end times.
It pointed forward to the prophecy of the 7 years of Tribulation. 
Do not forget there will be a large military force that Satan puts together and an opposing set of armies that will stand against his march.
There is believed to be a demonic force of fallen angels let loose as well.

/Mat 24:21 “For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will again.

The build up into the Tribulation has many similar signs and symbols that carry over into the beginning stage. It is definitive and at the midway point it will be completely unmistakable.\
TLJC – the Creator of the earth itself is clearly stating there is absolutely nothing like it – it is a world-wide event that has never occurred and will never occur again!
Mat 24:22 “And if those days had not been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of elect those days will be cut short.
Because God does everything in eternity past, TLJC uses a past reference in how this was stated. (if those days HAD NOT been cut short).

/The whole world would be destroyed if God had not organized and implemented, the angelic warfare ground rules in eternity past. Satan and his army would burn the whole place down and destroyed all human flesh. (Mat 24:22) Notice it is for the sake of the elect – GOD always recognizes HIS children. \
God always keeps a strong wall of fire around those positive Bels that are in the remnant of any dispensation. God had this same attitude in Genesis chapter 18 when He was preparing to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah – yet if only ten righteous Bels were there, HE would spare it for the time being.
Only Lot and his daughters were the ones to escape that rain of fire and destruction upon those cities.  

/Mat 24:23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘He is over here,’ do not believe him.
IF is in a Greek 3rd class condition which means maybe it is true or maybe it is not. This often used when something is uncertain it can go either way.\
This will be one of the most confusing times in human history.
Jesus tells HIS Apostles this for future generations of Bels, so they will have the common sense to know, there will be a ploy to trick Christians to come out of hiding or drop their weapons.

/The full seven years of tribulation is a time of great falling away from truth. The satanic deception will be so vast and believable that it will set many people up to rely completely upon a governing system that is demonic. This will make the halfway point when the reality is unveiled, even more devastating for the majority of the earth’s population. A portion of divine discipline is when you become enslaved, completely dependent upon a system that is controlled by your enemies.\  
Divine discipline brings in captivity and trickery on a grand scale that leaves the ones on the receiving end in complete vulnerability to the evil all around them. 

The fact, is we are in a time now, when false teaching, false prophets and spiritual gurus manipulating people are in abundance everywhere. We are seeing a massive loss of constitutional freedoms, right here in America.

This will carry into the Tribulation then multiply at an alarming rate. 
During the Tribulation, it may well be an internet or TV announcement spread world-wide that will speak about the coming of Christ as a trick. 
As if HE is there and perhaps this antichrist is Jesus returned in the flesh.
It will be an organized campaign to fool Christians.

/Mat 24:24 “For false christs and false prophets will arise and will provide great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.

This again is a repeated warning from our Lord that Satan has counterfeits throughout his plans to fool the population, even Bels. The church was infiltrated by the Gnostics very early on.\
The result of that showed up in the centuries after the apostles were put to death…in man-made systems and religion.

There was always a continual call from TLJC toward HIS Apostles to grow up to SM. Because they in turn would be responsible to finish the completed canon of scripture and ordain pastors and evangelists to get the church moving forward. 
Jesus knew how Satan would develop counterfeits. 
Good church leaders who could teach accurately and that also meant - weeding out the liars and counterfeits when they arise.

Mat 24:25 “Behold, I have told you in advance.
Mat 24:26 “So if they say to you, ‘Behold, He is in the wilderness,’ do not go out; or, ‘Behold, He is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe them.
Our study in 2Thess speaks to this issue of Believers falling for the fake and the counterfeit system or counterfeit teachings.
The church at Thessalonica had been fed false doctrine about the end time chain of events and that is what brought forth some of the teaching the Apostle Paul gave to this group of Bels.

What may seem like an innocent mistake or just a different doctrine that is - no big deal - can really lead a Bel down a path of several false doctrines and great confusion.
So much so, that you may be working to clean up the devil’s world to bring on the 2nd Advent. Or perhaps rejecting the call to grow in God’s grace and knowledge because you feel nothing you do makes a difference.
Or maybe you think you are destined to suffer the full wrath of GOD in the 7 years of Tribulation no matter what.

Skewed doctrinal concepts lead to more confusion and greater error in your theology.               
                             REPEAT
/There are 3 basic concepts about the Tribulation or 3 schools of theology on the Tribulation that stand out greater than all other theology on that subject matter;
One is what I believe and teach which is a pre-Tribulation rapture. 
The body of Christ – HIS precious bride the Church, is removed just before the beginning of the 7 years of tribulation.\

This is revealed by the completed canon of scripture which holds mystery doctrine for the CA. Letters like Apostle Paul wrote to Thessalonica and Corinth clarify a pre-Trib rapture. Also, scriptures in the book of Revelation and some of the lessons TLJC used during HIS earthly ministry point us to a PRE-TRIBULATION Rapture.
When aligning OT prophecy with many of these scriptures and lessons it highlights a Pre-Trib rapture.
/The second is a post-Tribulation rapture which means after the 7 years of tribulation we get taken up. Which would mean the Bride of Christ is destined to suffer the full wrath of God on earth.

The third is a mid-Tribulation rapture which points to the church being removed at the 3 ½ year mark. Which means the BRIDE suffers partial pain, yet there is no clear teaching where it speaks of the midway point as a Rapture.\
Even what we see right here in Matthew 24 TLJC is telling everyone to run and hide because the tribulation will become so great. 
                    
There is also a very skewed teaching that a tribulation event already occurred (such as 70 AD) and that Christ won’t return until we - the Royal Family clean up the devil’s world for HIS return. 
In fact, some teachers who cling onto a post-Trib rapture, teach we have to clean it up before Christ will return.
Which would mean the emphasis is on the power of the Bel to clean up the devil’s world so TLJC can return. Then HE will wipe it all clean anyway…see how that doesn’t make sense?    
                         REPEAT
/We are never called into a works program of cleaning up the devil’s world so that Christ can return to perfection. HE will come and lay waste to the evil and warfare, then the true King (Jesus) will establish a perfect environment. We are called to - fight the good fight of faith (1Tim & 2Tim) as well as - grow in God’s grace and knowledge (2Pet 3:18).\

Most Christians confuse this issue…the true call is to grow and allow your life to become a fruit of the Spirit that touches others.
You were not called to throw up your hands in defeat and just sit back and wait for the rapture.
You were not called into Christian activism where you become a political juggernaut and crusade against anyone and anything that opposes the Bible.

Yet you were called into a new life…a duty and a service very much like the military though, in spiritual sense.

/Psa 92:12 The righteous person will flourish like the palm tree, He will grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

Jam 2:20 But are you willing to acknowledge, you foolish person, that faith without works is useless?\
Your true calling as a Christian is first and foremost to grow into a spiritual strength that will touch others around you.

You are called into action…just not in your flesh. James was never talking about a works program but a spiritually mature person who is applying God’s word in their life.
/Col 3:9 Do not lie to one another, since you stripped off the old self with its evil practices, 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created it—

God did not call you to continue to walk in the flesh as you did prior to salvation. God called you into a greater knowledge and a new life…at some point it will bring forth fruit.\
It is not about sinless perfection, but it is about real growth and GOD’s divine touch in your life coming out in your lifestyle at some point. 
/Eph 4:15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, that is, Christ,

2Tim 2:4 No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him.\

Those who end up falling for the false teaching and counterfeits are going to be led astray on several doctrines that will keep them enslaved in the cosmic system.

You are called to be ambassadors and soldiers which means training and knowledge are key factors in your calling.

/The Bel who keeps pressing onward applying the two power options eventually brings forth fruit. That fruit may be acts of compassion, empathy and service to others. It will include promoting God’s word, evangelizing, leading lost Bels back into truth. Having a life that reflects Christ in action and words. It is the simplicity of the right thing, done in the right way – because BD is the motivation behind it, not your flesh.\
If you are consistently frustrated, angry and exhausted in your life there is a spiritual illness that needs attention.

Your flesh has taken control and you must address this with the filling power of the GOD the HS and consistency in the WORD.
