Mat 46
God’s standard of divorce
Mat 5:31 “It was said, ‘WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE’; 
/Mat 5:32 but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of unchastity (porneia), makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.\
PORN –OH-KNEE-AH is where we get the word pornography from it is a term used for illicit sexual activities often used for perversions…it was a term used for homosexuality and any form of sexual activity outside of marriage. So it covered a lot of territory for a small word. 
Turn to Deuteronomy chapter 24 with me.
We will need to look backward at the OT and also into the NT standard concerning the doctrine of divorce.

TLJC is addressing another mental attitude issue in this lesson of Mosaic Law. This is not just a simple divorce lesson but a warning on several levels about playing games with the commitment of marriage.
/Deu 24:1 “When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency (`ervah) in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house,\
2 and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man’s wife,
Deu 24:3 and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her to be his wife,
Deu 24:4 then her former husband who sent her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance.

That Hebrew noun AIR-VAH we see in verse 1 on the board is speaking about indecency…it can mean a nakedness or inappropriate behavior or meaning unclean in same manner. 
/This particular passage on marriage became the basis for a real gimmick and the principle is found in the words “some uncleanness” `ervah   in verse one. \
Uncleanness became a system to get rid of a woman. The gimmick was simply this:  you have a wife, you don’t like her, so you send her down to some house where someone has just died or some disease was found & as soon as she walked into that house you write a bill of divorce.
 The man can say, Look my wife is unclean, she just walked into a house where there was a disease or a dead person and therefore I am divorcing her. And it was passed. This led to many abuses and many problems. 

/Matthew 5:31 — “It has been said.” This phrase introduces a quotation or a system of documentation, and He is now documenting, going back to Deu 24:1 \
Deuteronomy 24:1 — “whoever sends his wife away, let him give her a certificate of divorce.” 
He had to issue an official document with regard to divorce. This had been abused through the uncleanness gimmick, so Jesus is going to clarify what is meant by uncleanness in Deuteronomy 24. 

Again I stress the importance of knowing the original language and historic context and how the scripture was being used in the time it was written.
/Mat 5:32 — “But I say (keep on saying)
to you.” (present tense), means this is it, this is the doctrine; “that whoever shall put away (divorce) his wife, except for fornication (adultery) not unclean because the husband decided he didn’t want her anymore.\ 

In other words, what does uncleanness mean in Deuteronomy 24:1? What it doesn’t mean is ceremonial uncleanness of which there were many kinds, such as entering into a home where there is a corps and being declared unclean. It actually refers to a moral uncleanness which is defined by the word “fornication” here. So fornication is the basis of Deuteronomy 24:1. 

Now it is not the only basis for divorce. There are three bona fide reasons for divorce and where these exist the right of remarriage goes along automatically. 
At the same time we look at these 3 reasons we can look at divorce in the New Testament and what is permitted under these conditions as well.

Because it appears it has been well established in OT and carries into the NT as some doctrinal principles do.
 God looks at marriage as a divine institution so it doesn’t matter whether its two believers or two unbelievers in marriage.  His view is the same!
Marriage is serious and not to be played with concerning divorce in the eyes of God.
These are the 3…but let me warn you to listen to the full explanation on all 3 before you run off and get divorced.

/Adultery, desertion (mentally and physically), continued hatred or verbal & mental assaults, which lead to animosity between both parties.\ 
look at slide!!! ELABORATE!!!!
 Please turn to Mark chapter 10.

It is very important that you understand the serious nature of divorce and that God always seeks reconciliation over separation first.   REPEAT
/Mat 19:9“And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”\

Mar 10:2 Some Pharisees came up to Jesus, testing Him, and began to question Him whether it was lawful for a man to divorce a wife. 3 And He answered and said to them, “What did Moses command you?”
Mar 10:4 They said, “Moses permitted a man TO WRITE A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her AWAY.”
/Mar 10:5 But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment.\
Notice the hardness of heart statement because in a perfect world like the original Garden…divorce would not be needed.
6 “But from the beginning of creation, God MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE. 7 “FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER Mar 10:8 AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH; so they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Mar 10:9 “What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”
Mar 10:10 In the house the disciples began questioning Him about this again. 
/Mar 10:11 And He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her; (Luk 16:18)\
Mar 10:12 and if she herself divorces her husband and marries another man, she is committing adultery.”

The truth of the matter is God does not approve of divorce…He allows it… but part of His original design was perfection…we destroyed that.

/1Cor 7:10 But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband 11 (but if she does leave, she must remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife.\

Turn to 1Cor chapter 7

Adultery is absolutely a reason for divorce but that is only after both parties realize they can-not reconcile the damage done by that infidelity. 

/Separation and prayer is needed immediately after the infidelity to give time and space for both parties to get right with God once again. Reconciliation is always the first choice after this.\ 

There should be attempts made at reconciliation…forgiveness and mending the relationship but if the mentality of one or both is damaged to the point that intimacy will never gain solid ground again then they can seek a divorce.
/2. Desertion: 1 Cor 7:15, a person can desert their mate mentally, and this is usually followed by overt desertion. This is much different than a spouse who occasionally ignores the other out of selfishness.\
In this lesson on divorce there is no easy out concerning your marriage…it was designed for a lifetime and God takes it very serious…so should you. 

If you are looking to make up an excuse or try and fluff up one of the 3 reasons I show you from scripture…God looks at your heart…He knows your motivation and you won’t be fooling anyone but yourself. 

1Cor 7:12 But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he must not divorce her. 13 And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, she must not send her husband away.
1Cor 7:14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy. 
/1Cor 7:15 Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace.\

Actually as you read deeper in 1Cor chapter 7 it becomes clear that if you married an Unbel you should remain married because that is where God called you at that moment of time.

/You win over an Unbel spouse or even a Bel spouse who has gone astray with God’s divine love (unconditional, impersonal) still showing respect and honor toward that husband or wife, while standing in the difficulty & leaning on God.\
You stand in the problem…do not run from it.
Doesn’t mean you have to be lovey dovey all the time…that’s tough if you are not getting along or you are being disrespected. But you can honor & respect that title of husband or wife by following through on your commitment to the best of your ability. 
The 3rd and sometimes most difficult to justify is similar to that divorce gimmick from OT.
/3.Victim of a divorce gimmick – 
(Deut. 24) which is similar to continued implacability, hatred, bitterness directed toward you consistently (physical abuse).\

This is very problematic because some people look for a reason to get divorced and because the husband is grumpy and angry most of the time they site that as an excuse…or maybe the woman is frigid and lacks affection or respect toward the husband so the man uses that as an excuse.
I warn you again… God looks at the heart He knows all the little games we play.

If the marriage bond is broken in a marriage, and the unhappy party has decided to divorce you do not have to pursue …but you should be willing to reconcile if the opportunity arises.

In 1 Corinthians chapter 7 noting the marriage of the believer & unbeliever it is exactly the same...if the Unbel leaves the Bel does not have to pursue the Unbel. Again you should always want to mend the marriage if it is possible.

/1Cor 7:27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be released. Are you released from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28 But if you marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. Yet such will have trouble in this life, and I am trying to spare you.\

Marriage is never an institution to find bliss and a trouble free lifestyle…it is best when two spiritual sound Bels come together in marriage… once God has put them together and they both have a sense of responsibility & contentment outside that marriage.
REPEAT!!
God knows… and Paul reminds us in 1Cor 7 in verses 32-34 that the unmarried person can focus on following the plan of God while the married person has a divide attention span. 

/1Cor 7:39 A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 40  But in my opinion she is happier if she remains as she is; and I think that I also have the Spirit of God. \

The reality is that once you are divorced it is a very serious matter concerning remarriage. 
/Mal 2:16 For I hate divorce,” says the LORD, the God of Israel, “and him who covers his garment with wrong,” says the LORD of hosts. “So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.”\
The fact is many Bels will lose blessings and rewards in time…right now… and most certainly in eternity due to disrespecting their marriage commitment. 
/Heb 13:4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.\
In OT scriptures like DEU chapter 22 & LEV 20 it was commanded that an adulterer be put to death. 

Ask those who want to follow OT commandments how they feel about the death penalty for a cheating spouse.  

I bet a whole bunch of woman just said what’s wrong with that???   LOL 
In fact in John chapter 8 the Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery to TLJC and wanted to see if Jesus would follow OT laws and stone her to death.

He said…Let those with no sins cast the first stone!

We know what happened with that…TLJC wrote in the dirt something that turned away all the legalists. 

I believe TLJC wrote the sins of all those legalistic men standing there with stones in their hands.

/The fact is the 3 reasons for divorce are very slim in their spectrum. Infidelity being the obvious one, yet even that requires time, prayer and the option for reconciliation.\ 
One of the main reasons that couples divorce after infidelity is because the intimacy is completely destroyed and that takes time to figure out.  
God can heal it if both parties dig deep and turn their lives completely over to Him. It is very exhausting mentally because there is true forgiveness on one side along with clearing the mind of that image of infidelity. 
The other has to start the relationship from scratch, proving they can be a trustworthy mate again.

/Desertion & the abusing spouse are reasons for divorce but they must be fully examined by the party prepared to leave. Unfortunately it is not written in scripture but rest assured God wants restoration and a long suffering attitude to take priority over all other thoughts & emotions.\
[bookmark: _GoBack]A woman or man can’t stay under the same roof with a physically abusive individual, in extreme cases of verbal abuse it’s the same. Separation must happen in those cases and a cool off period of prayer and communication should follow that period. 
You have to go to God…devour scripture during that time away.

Divorce is never the first or second option it is the last one. 
This topic is very important and we will carry on with this in next message.


