James #178
The Christian can walk in confidence even when facing death.

You can turn to 2Corinthians chapter five RF.
Just a heads up, I will be away this weekend. I’m working overtime to get a message out before Sunday, or possibly later on Sunday night.
Let me open with a grateful thank you to certain folks who generously are helping out with costs for the conference and booklet.
It was a great relief to see people respond and it is usually the same RF members, the same RF members who often do this and I know they do not want any recognition.
I am grateful for people who watch this ministry and follow along with it.
Yet I must say, my gratitude runs deep for many of you folks! More importantly other people reap consistent benefits from your generous nature.
You know who your are.
Because of the continued support – books, conferences and weekly teaching will keep pressing forward! 
/PRB Ministry 2026 Bible Conference
              November  7th &  8th  
      (Fellowship dinner Friday the 6th)
      Hyatt House Downtown Tampa 
  325 North Florida Ave. Tampa Fla.
                                      33602   \
Rob will begin putting information and links up on the website, so please stay tuned! 
Our current study which is rooted in James chapter two is taking us on a series about death.
There are 7 deaths we can study within scripture. 
We noted Sexual Death and Spiritual Death last message. Let us finish with the look at Spiritual Death which is where we were last message.

Spiritual Death is something all of mankind is born into. 
We are enemies of God; we are born separated from fellowship with God.
We are all born in sin.
If we do not surrender to the person and work of Jesus Christ as our only Savior, that curse of separation is how we will spend eternity. 

There is no need for a Bel to ever feel fear concerning death. Other than the physical crossing over, a momentary light affliction and also, missing those we love, there is no need for fear about this subject matter.
That is why I think God the HS is pressing on me to spend some time on this topic of physical death.
As we finish this one study and pivot into Physical Death – keep this in mind;
/1Cor 15:55 “WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR VICTORY? WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR STING?”

Act 2:27 FOR YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, NOR WILL YOU ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO  UNDERGO DECAY.\
Let us finish up spiritual death first;
Spiritual death is a legal judgment decided upon from eternity past, as the only plan that could unfold and give mankind a light of hope. Being born in sin is the perfect plan of GOD the Father. 

The more you grow toward SM, the more that makes sense for your Christian walk.
                             REPEAT
/Eph 2:1 And you were dead in your offenses and sins, 2 in which you previously walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.\

We are all born into the devil’s world as enemy combatants with a nature that is rebellious toward God.\ 

/Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all mankind, because all sinned—

Psa 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in guilt, And in sin my mother conceived me.\
Spiritual death is part of a perfect plan from God the Father already legally approved and only satisfied by the blood of Jesus Christ. 
That is the only legal decree and fulfillment for the spiritual death we are all born into. 
Genesis chapter two into chapter three show us this exact principle.        REPEAT 
/Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gracious gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1Cor 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.\
Spiritual death is a judgement on the human race at the point of birth. It is being born as citizens of darkness, not light. 
We are born spiritually dead and related to the devil’s kingdom and we continue that way until we believe upon the person and work of Jesus Christ, at which point that curse is broken. 
                             REPEAT
The second death at the Great White Throne Judgment, opens Spiritual Death up permanently for the Unbel. 
The Unbel’s physical death seals the indictment and all that is left, is to appear before the justice of God and present a losing case! 
/Physical death, like the corruption of earth was a result of the fall which introduced all mankind to Spiritual death. The saving work of Christ on the Cross introduces a new birth (spiritual) which puts to rest the old birth (OSN, separation). Spiritual death is not only separation from God but it is the penalty of sin, Physical death is not the penalty of sin. Physical death and the corruption of earth are consequences of sin. Sin always brings forth negative (death) consequences, beyond what we see at first glance.\   
 Because we are born spiritually dead into a sin filled system, it is inevitable that eventually we will all die physically. Only divine perfection can maintain eternal glory, peace and happiness.

/The Born-Again Bel need not worry over any type of death – physical death which is just a doorway into perfection for us. Spiritual Death has been a sentenced legally removed, at the moment of faith alone in Christ alone. It has been dealt with for everyone, yet many reject the person and work of Christ. The Bel may have stumbling blocks with Operational Death & Temporal Death in time. That may bring misery, discipline, or loss of rewards, yet salvation is never the issue.\ 

Let us move onto the third definition of death we should grasp as mature Bels.
Physical Death – everyone of us will face physical death, unless the Rapture of the church happens this is a fact of life.

As you go into 2Corinthians 5 look what the Apostle Paul was teaching and building up to starting chapter 4;
/2Cor 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer person is decaying, yet our inner person is being renewed day by day.

This human body was designed for a certain time period and it will decay. The OSN will never get better, only worse, so the focus has to be on the eternal.\ 
Physical death is not something we run from out of fear and anxiety - it is something we understand and accept as part of the plan of God.
It something we should want to gracefully walk into when the time comes, not go kicking and screaming while our emotions run rampant.
We should enjoy and embrace a healthy life while it is available and be good stewards of the body and life GOD gave us.
                            REPEAT
Yet we need to fully grasp the concept that no one avoids physical death and that for a child of GOD, it is a doorway to eternity, not a horrific end …but a new beginning!
The Christian who keeps renewing their mind under the washing of BD and the filling power of the HS, will begin to embrace this exact ideology, because it is the truth.
                               REPEAT
/2Co 4:17 For our momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.\

Once you understand your Christian walk is accounting for and accumulating, something beyond what you can touch and see right now in time, at that point - this becomes a reality for you. 

Knowing this should give you a hunger for Spiritual Maturity.
As many of you know if you have been with this ministry, the second letter to the congregation at Corinth, was a rebuilding type of letter. 
There had been conflicts within the congregation, false teachers also were allowed in. As well as a level of disrespect for the Apostle Paul for a period of time prior to this 2nd letter.

Now the Apostle Paul is guiding them back onto a pathway toward maturity. 
/2Cor 5:1 For we know that if our earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made by hands, eternal in the heavens.

Physical death is the separation of the soul from the body. For the Bel they are entering not only a resurrected life, but a divine, resurrected life – the same one displayed for 40 days in the resurrected appearances of Jesus Christ.\ 
It is the eternal victory we have in union with Christ. Death has lost its grip over us!
The attitude of the Apostle Paul is that of a winner Bel – a mature Christian hitting levels of Super-grace maturity. The attitude that ensures blessings, crowns and rewards as well as dying grace.
The Unbeliever will receive a type of resurrected body, but it is nowhere near the perfection in the realm of what born again Bels receive.              
The evidence is likely pointing to the Unbels still holding on to the OSN for all of eternity. Misery, unhappiness and deep dissatisfaction, no relief to even quench the desires of the OSN. 
Gnashing of the teeth… a place where the grinding and digging worm of the sub-conscious never rests.  
                          REPEAT
/The analogy of the tent in scripture dates back to the time of Abraham and then into the Exodus generation. It is designed to teach us about God providing what you need right now in time, yet knowing it is temporary. The Bel who clings onto this temporary life, as if it was all they have, often deals with emotional issues as they age.\ 
Insecurity, anxiety and worry, or fear, find a home in that Christian’s soul structure. That means the flesh is in control…not the New Nature. 
The pharmaceutical companies make a ton of money with not only physical ailments, but with emotional issues as well.
The attitude Paul is teaching on is a mature attitude, it is real, it is not faking SM. It takes growth to get to this stability in your heart. 
/2Co 5:2 For indeed, in this tent we groan, longing (epipotheō) to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven,

The SM Bel has a real and lasting desire, a longing and lifestyle pursuit about the things of GOD – eternal glory is a real GOAL in their life.\ 
EPP-A-THAY-O, written in the Greek present tense, means we keep having a strong desire for eternal life. 
It does not mean we are morbidly obsessed with death – it means we sometimes groan or sigh, at this temporal walk because we fully understand the plan of GOD.
2Co 5:3 since in fact after putting it on, we will not be found naked.

The body is limited now in time. When we get a resurrected body it will no longer have the struggle of the OSN, the limitations will be removed.
The nakedness was symbolic of weakness, flaws, vulnerabilities and humiliation.
/There is nothing negative about the human body, in fact it is believed to be similar in the future resurrection – only it will be the perfect version of you! Jesus came to us in human flesh, a perfect human being with the ability to make negative decisions, just as the first Adam (no OSN and yet given a free will). God does not create garbage, the issue of corruption of the body is found in the OSN. Free will opens up that nature, it is like the weak link in a chain.\ 
That is why Christ came in the flesh, to be tempted and tested beyond compare and then sacrificed for the sins of the whole world.
Only the unique God-man could walk through the justice system of God and pay the penalty for the sins of the whole world.
/2Co 5:4 For indeed, we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life.

Physical death is only a death sentence in the negative realm, for the Unbeliever. For the Bel we are clothed in a resurrected life with and IN Christ! \  
The Apostle Paul as a mature Bel has a yearning for his resurrected life with Christ. He is not hoping to die soon, yet he is very comfortable with physical death and actually he is longing for eternity. 
That is called a healthy and mature outlook for a Christian. 
One clue to why the Apostle Paul has this attitude is seen in this next verse;
/2Co 5:5 Now He who prepared (katergazomai) us for this very purpose is God, who gave us the Spirit as a pledge.

It points to a complete work, a finished project, or a plan done right, one and done! God’s plan is done with a sealed guarantee by the ministry of God the HS in the life of the Bel.\ 
At salvation you have entered the perfect plan of God – how far you go is up to you. Yet once you cross that salvation gateway you are sealed, with eternal security.
KAT-OH-GAZ-OH-MY, written in the aorist tense, means it was already done. It points to the past and present, into the future.
Knowing and growing in the plan of GOD is imperative. 
2Co 5:6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord—
2Co 5:7 for we walk by faith, not by sight—
/The Apostle Paul is comfortable in this fallen world and flawed body, it is not his preference, yet he embraces all that GOD has for him in the temporal walk. There is a difference in a Bel who lives in calm assurance, comfortable, in who they are right now in time. Compared to a Bel who lives for the trinkets and blessings of the cosmic system. One is mature and handles any circumstance and will have dying grace – the other resembles the Unbel and emotions will dictate their life and physical death.\ 
2Co 5:8 but we are of good courage and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.

/2Co 5:9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.

At the moment of physical death, a CA Believer is face to face with the LORD.\
Notice now the Apostle Paul tells us after physical death, or for some, after the Rapture of the body of Christ, what happens next is the Bema Seat Judgement for CA Bels.

2Co 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive compensation for his deeds done through the body, in accordance with what he has done, whether good or bad.

