2Thess #64
Satan confuses with religion.

Let us go back to our anchor study of 2Thessalonians chapter two.
Just as a reminder this Sunday is resurrection Sunday. We will do the Lord’s Super after I give a brief message this Sunday, so please stay tuned and partake if you feel you are part of this ministry. 

God the HS is always hard at work and it just so happens that where we are in our study is landing on this week, I could not plan it any better!
2Thes 2:3 No one is to deceive you in any way! For it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,
Remember the Bels at Thessalonica had bought into false teaching in relation to eschatology. They had confusion about the Tribulation and the 2nd coming of Christ.

The Apostle Paul is now reminding them that they are NOT in the Tribulation and that the 2nd Advent of Christ cannot unfold until several other prophetic events happen. 
2Th 2:4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.
This is highlighting the midway point of the 7 years of Tribulation, when the one world beast system, is fully revealed and Satan himself can appear as god. 
2Th 2:5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?
The Apostle Paul and Timothy had been to Thessalonica teaching them many of these principles which fall under mystery doctrine of the CA.
In fact, within the first letter to the Thessalonians it is very clear a rapture occurs at the end of the CA and then the end time events kick into high gear.
2Th 2:6 And you know what restrains him now, so that he will be revealed in his time.
The restraining ministry of God the HS and the positive pivot of CA Bels assist in this restraining ministry.

/2Th 2:7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is removed.

This points us toward the beast system and Babylon is a foundational piece of that. It also shines a light on the Rapture of the church.\
There is a definitive ending of every dispensation and ours is the Church age which ends the moment the rapture occurs. 
2Th 2:8 Then that lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will eliminate with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;
This again tells us a full reveal of Satan’s system and his leaders such as the antichrist and the false prophet will become painfully apparent by the midway mark of the Tribulation.

At the end of the 7 years, Christ returns as the warrior king and lays waste to all evil and rebellion on the earth.
Turn in your Bible to the gospel of Matthew chapter 21 RF.

/The mystery of lawlessness - began after the declaration of war and clarification of Christ coming to save mankind seen in Gen 3:15. From that point forward, Satan knew religion and infiltration into God’s people would be a major avenue of assault for his army. Counterfeits, lies and confusion would also become weapons in his arsenal – knowing that the majority of Unbels and uneducated Bels, were easily kept off balance and controlled by these weapons.\

There may be no greater example of this then what we witness in the last few days of the Lord Jesus Christ walk toward the cross.

What Matthew chapter 21 into chapter 23 does is give you the temple discourse of Jesus Christ that points out the wickedness of religion.
It all stems from what is about to unfold.
Mat 21:1 When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus then sent two disciples,
Mat 21:2 saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt with it. Untie them and bring them to Me.
Mat 21:3 “And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them on immediately.”
The only instruction we need comes from the accuracy of the mind of Christ.
/Mat 21:4 Now this took place so that what was spoken through the prophet would be fulfilled:

There is no other book in mankind’s history, with more fulfilled prophecy and stunningly, accurate revelations then the Bible. (Isa 62:11, Zec 9:9)\
Mat 21:5 “SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, ‘BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, HUMBLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A DONKEY.’”

Mat 21:6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them,
Mat 21:7 and brought the donkey and the colt, and laid their cloaks on them; and He sat on the cloaks.
/Mat 21:8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them on the road.

This became an emotional frenzy that was misguided because they did not understand the 2nd Advent of Christ compared to the 1st Advent of Christ.\

This became known as Palm Sunday which is an inaccurate doctrinal stance on the 1st Advent of Christ.
/To cut down the branch shows some of them understood the concept of the Messiah – the true branch. Yet this was a mixed crowd of emotional Bels and Unbels who wanted the Crown before the Cross. The majority of Jews wanted a king to usurp the power of Roman rule. Showing us, they never fully understood the 1st Advent which had been unfolding in front of them.\

The Bible is very clear on a first and then second advent of Christ.
The crown and strategic victory, comes after the cross of Jesus Christ. 

/Mat 21:9 Now the crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!”

They were continuing to shout (present tense) for salvation from tyranny. Hosanna is a cry out for protection, deliverance or freedom. Yet it was all directed at self-gratification not eternal security.\ 
In John chapter twelve there is a much better translation of what they were shouting. 
They shouted for the son of David but also, an emphasis on the king arriving in Jerusalem.  
/Jhn 12:13 they took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began shouting, “Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, indeed, the King of Israel!”

Hosanna! Means they are pleading for the return of the nation of Israel into its glory days. They wanted the kingdom and promises to come immediately. \
This is from a Psalm of King David it was sung during the Passover and also for the Feast of Tabernacles. 
The Psalm was to highlight how we find refuge in the LORD and then it goes into a brief prophetic set of scriptures about the first and second advent;
/Psa 118:22 A stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone.

Jesus had not been rejected at this point of the entrance on a donkey into Jerusalem. The Psalm they used was taken out of context. \
The crowd was already whipped into a frenzy believing that this carpenter, may be able to save them from the strict, authority of the Romans.
It was a mix of Bels and Unbels – they just began chanting from an emotional response of what they wanted.

The majority cried out Hosanna in the highest, but once they realized TLJC was not there to hand them the crown at that point…they would soon shout, Crucify HIM!

Psa 118 was designed to highlight the first and second advent of the Savior – Jesus Christ. There is a major issue here of not understanding BD.
/Psa 118:25 Please, O LORD, do save us; Please, O LORD, do send prosperity! 26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; We have blessed you from the house of the LORD.

The term HOSANNA in the highest, is a proclamation for the 2nd Advent, verses 24 into 26 points to the regathering of Israel in the 1,000 years of Christ on earth.\
The house of the LORD is the re-established temple in the Millennial reign after the 7 years of Tribulation.
The waving of the palms is a celebration of the victory of the 2nd advent of TLJC. 
/Rev 7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all the tribes, peoples, and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands;\

Mat 21:10 When He had entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, “Who is this?”
/Mat 21:11 And the crowds were saying, “This is Jesus the prophet, from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Though one of our Lord’s titles is prophet, it is mistakenly used to point to a human being inspired by God – Jesus was born in Bethlehem (prophecy). They are not recognizing the 1st advent and the true Lord and savior.\

HE lived in and around Galilee but just as prophecy proclaimed, HE was born in the town of David (Bethlehem). Bethlehem the house or place of BREAD – the WORD of life.
This is what happens when you allow emotions instead of sound doctrine to lead you into what you think is truth.
Micah 5:2 – prophesized that TLJC was born in the same town of Bethlehem that David was born in.
As we close - notice where Jesus went and what HE did. HIS main concern was to stand against the corrupt, religious system. 
/Mat 21:12 And Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all those who were selling and buying on the temple grounds, and He overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves.  

It is believed Jesus had done this at least one other time prior to this week leading up to the cross.\
Mat 21:13 And He said to them, “It is written: ‘MY HOUSE WILL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER’; but you are making it a DEN OF ROBBERS.”
Isa 56:7 and Jer 7:11 are both quoted here by TLJC – in Jeremiah it points us backward at what I had just finished teaching you about for the last 6 hours;

/Jer 7:8 Behold, you are trusting in deceptive words to no avail. 9 “Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, offer sacrifices to Baal, and follow other gods that you have not known,\
The leadership of the Sanhedrin were compromised and many were willing agents of Satan. This began after the nation of Israel entered the promised land and truly reached its peak in Babylonian captivity.
By that point you even had some counterfeit Jewish leaders in positions of authority.  

/Jer 7:10 then come and stand before Me in this house which is called by My name, and say, ‘We are saved!’— so that you may do all these abominations? 11 “Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of robbers in your sight? Behold, I Myself have seen it,” declares the LORD.\

TLJC arrives to great fanfare in Jerusalem but it was all emotional nonsense, it was lies and counterfeits that the Jewish people had bought into.

/Jesus headed straight to the source of the problem – the temple (religion). HE spent several days there dismantling the lies and counterfeits before HE then refocused on HIS journey to the cross. You can not address false doctrine without knowing the roots of its beginnings. You must have the purity of the truth to shine against the lies and counterfeits. \

