Mat 182
The shield of Faith

Mat 14:26 When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.
Mat 14:27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Mat 14:28 Peter said to Him, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”
Mat 14:29 And He said, “Come!” And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.
/Mat 14:30 But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”\

Mat 14:31 Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”
Mat 14:32 When they got into the boat, the wind stopped.

Mat 14:33 And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “You are certainly God’s Son!”

Our study for today, which I believe the Spirit will lead me into a 4 or 5 part series on, will revolve around faith.

Verse 30 on the board tells us Peter’s faith was distracted or pushed to the side for something else.
Which is what we looked at last lesson, when faith gets pushed to the side it means emotions from the OSN have bumped it off course…you have slipped back into the Old Man. 

/Peter had faith enough to walk on water when his focus was on the Lord – no one else on the boat attempted that! It is the storm (cosmic system) that distracted him which sent him into an emotional spin. Satan’s system & army have perfected the art of spiritual warfare, distractions, emotions, and deception are their weapons of choice for the Bel.\               REPEAT

For the Unbel it is a blinding effect that Satan uses, counterfeits and lies to keep the Unbel moving away from the gospel of Christ. 
For Bels the goal is to stunt spiritual growth and overall effectiveness in the plan of God…for that, Satan uses distractions, emotions and deception.
Faith needs to be fully understood because this is one of your greatest weapons in the defensive stance of spiritual warfare.
Without a strong faith the Bel is a casualty on the spiritual battlefield.

Spiritual warfare is really about spiritual growth and then standing your ground not falling for the deceptions and distractions.

The Apostle Paul made a great military analogy in Ephesians chapter 6;
/Eph 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

Put on – speaking to the Bel making a choice to walk in the power sphere of the Holy Spirit (New Nature). Then STAND not chase after Satan!\
Paul spent a lot of time around Roman soldiers because he got locked up a few times. This is where he got many of his military analogies from…God used a difficult situation to train Paul.

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians & Philemon were Paul’s prison epistles.
Sometimes part of the plan of God is that you go through difficulties or tragedy because often times it is then we grow, not when we are being blessed out and everything is going our way.

/Eph 6:16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
The shield is predominately a defensive weapon, though it has some application on offense in certain circumstances.\

Look, you all know Captain America is my boy…so we can see that a shield can be used to hit someone. 

I don’t like to give out my secrets but you’ll notice you never see Captain America and I in the room at the same time…just some food for thought!
But on the serious note – 
A shield is defensive and only used to assist an attack because it is a blocking mechanism and can help push back the enemy while allowing you time to thrust or swing your sword. 

/A shield is used by soldier’s who first have to understand its weight & balance and then its purpose. The shield can be locked with other shields to form a defensive barrier. Even on its own the shield is extremely potent in the art of self defense on the ancient battlefield. The soldier had to train with it and PICK IT up to use it!\
REPEAT
Again, the call is for the Bel to take some responsibility and train with his/her weapons. Then pick them up and use them…HABITUAL!
In modern warfare we have shields for weapons and many in an invisible aspect that are like radar forces.
The shield must be used consistently and practiced with continually so it becomes like second nature – an extension of the arm of the soldier. Like any weapon it needs to become a part of you for it to become accurate in time of need.

Back in 1980, in basic training in the Army your M16 was called your girlfriend by many of the Drill Instructors. 
Not sure about today but it was your best friend, like an extension of you.
The shield of faith is for the Bel, the spiritual soldier.
Faith is non-meritorious thinking, a non-meritorious system of perception. it is in contrast to a system of merit or works of perception like rationalism and empiricism. 

Rationalism is how most people come to conclusions about things…they roll them around in their mind and bounce ideas and facts around that they think they know and rationalize circumstances.

This can be for the good and many times for the bad decisions we make. 
Certainly, when we rationalize our own mistakes & poor choices in life it is a sign of ignorance or immaturity… or both.
Empiricism speaks to the hands-on approach of experimenting & observing things to see what works.

Both can lead to a source of faith in something or someone.
/The disciples, much like the modern-day Bels, had faith in that boat, just as we climb in cars & buses everyday to go to work. By a mixture of empiricism & rationalism we feel safe as did the disciples by that mode of travel. The Bel needs that attitude and yet even stronger faith to be a spiritual champion.\
That is how human beings in their flesh gain confidence in something or someone, spiritually it differs. 
The principle is that what you have faith in becomes a foundation in your life for you to have piece of mind and calm assurance.

/Faith is something that we all use daily. It is the basis for all of the assurance & knowledge we have. The perception which you have right up to this moment is filtered through your faith. Everything that you have ever learned is based upon a faith foundation. \
In the Greek language we have five words that are pertinent to the study of faith in the Bible.

The first of these is a noun called pistis. This means faith or faithful or reliable, or that which is believed. 
Keep in mind the 5 versions of the word have similar sounds yet the meanings vary slightly. 
/ Faith - pistis, which we see in Eph 6:16 the shield of faith. This version of the Greek word faith is used over 240x in the New Testament, but there are differing versions.  Faith -pistis, means that which is believed to be true, reliable, assurance and fidelity.\
How this noun is used and what is the quality within the Greek language matters in this because the context plus the use of a definite article or absence of the article make a difference.
The definite article explains this to be singular whereas the absence of the definite article may speak to a plural use.
REPEAT
Long story short this means…
this noun can mean everything from the English word “faith” to the English word “doctrine.” 
Context plus the use of the definite article or the absence of the definite article will determine its exact meaning.
That is why we can say the shield of faith speaks to BD as much as it does to our confidence in TLJC and His finished work.
That is what you hold onto for your shield. 

/Faith as a verb – pisteuō - means an obedience or honor, trust and reliance upon, which calls for action. It is a transit verb in the Greek, meaning it has an object it goes to. The subject is the person the object it transfers to is The Lord Jesus Christ.
(Rom 10:9 & Jhn 3:15 examples)\
This version of the Greek word faith is often muddled in and confused with the other versions and it is important to see how they are the same root word yet differ in form & function. 

This takes a lot of reading & clarification to get to the bottom of this and I only dive deep like this when I feel the concept will not be easily grasped with a brief explanation. 

/Rom 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe (pisteuō) in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;
Jhn 3:15 so that whoever believes (pisteuō) will in Him have eternal life.\
PISS-TOO-OH - is that transit verb and it is dependent upon an object to find merit in…   TLJC!        REPEAT
Another version is the adjective for faith, pistoi. This means dependable, inspiring trust. It is also used, in the sense of an adjective, faith, believing, the believing ones.  PISS-TOY-O
What the version of the verb faith we see in the bulk of the scriptures like Romans 10:9 & John 3:15 is that Christ did the work in salvation. 
He is the object; He has the merit. There is no merit in the subject (person) of this transitive verb. 
The shield of faith noun we saw in Eph 6:16 means the Bel has the object to use and is available because the trust or confidence is already assured in it.
  Turn to Genesis chapter 3 with me.

 The other version of the Greek verb, often translated “faith,” is just a little different from the other. 
Faith as the verb - peithō. It means really to adhere and obey. 
PISS-TH-EO It has a little different meaning in each one of the tenses. 
The present tense means to obey. In the aorist tense it means to persuade. In the perfect tense it means to have confidence.   REPEAT
The fifth one is pistou’ and it is rarely used in NT. It means to show one’s self faithful. It also means to have confidence. PISS-TOY

When we start a series like this we want to go back as far as possible and see where God ordained the beginning stage of whatever doctrine or principle we are noting.

/The original man & woman in the Garden allowed Satan to open up the sin nature through the Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil. At that point their confidence, respect and faith in their Creator dwindled and they made a choice to eat of that which they were told not to eat from. Faith and or confidence was in place until the distraction of the serpent came on the scene.\ 
The test of making godly choices was in front of the man and women and the man being the leader takes responsibility for making a decision to partake in the act that Satan did in eternity past; 
My will over God’s will…my plans over God’s plan.

/Gen 3:6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.\
This is free will, which God allows for all HIS created creatures such as angels & mankind. 
Gen 3:7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.
Because now the OSN has enveloped them and they begin to resolve their own issues and seek human solutions.
Emotions such as guilt or shame are now in control. 
/Gen 3:8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.\

This is physically walking because by all accounts and what I believe to be true is this was TLJC, the only one of the Trinity with that resemblance of a human body, though not yet fully human.
The man and woman are now so far removed from their confidence and faith in Christ that they hide themselves.

Gen 3:9 Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”
Everyone with a 5th grade IQ of the Bible knows this was just the Lord questioning why are you hiding? Giving man, because the question in the original Hebrew is addressed to the man…the opportunity to come clean as HE always does.
/Gen 3:10 He said, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.”
Faith which is fully functioning seeks God it does not run from HIM.\

Jumping down a few scriptures we see God solve the issue…when man fails and covers up sin, God is the only one who can rectify it.
God deals with the repercussions and explains what life will be like now that the OSN has been introduced.

/Gen 3:21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.
Pointing to the coming sacrifice for all mankind - the Cross of Christ. Innocent blood and God’s grace provisions to cover the old sin nature (spiritual death).\
Because mankind is prone to put faith in self and confidence in the cosmic system and that is what we saw in the original garden.

/The original man & woman, like all of us, tend to want to give creature credit over Creator credit. To use human solutions or seek out Satanic viewpoint over divine solutions and godly viewpoint.\
This shows a trend that the OSN will put faith in deceptive agendas outside of God’s plan, that it will buck the authority of divine protocol and choose the rebellion of self over the will of God.

Adam and Eve were in the garden long enough to have a high level of spiritual maturity because they had TLJC Himself teaching them, plus they were born perfect.
We simply don’t know if it was 3 weeks or 3 years but they eventually failed the free will test.

/The act of rebellion in the Garden was the proof that mankind left to himself will reject the perfection and grace provisions of God. That mankind will put greater confidence (faith) in self and Satan over his relationship with the Lord.\





            

