James #107
In humility receive the word.

Open back up in anchor study of James chapter one RF.

This Tuesday the 23rd I will put out a Christmas message and then I will be off until Sunday the 28th. I will be back on Sunday for the regular teaching schedule.
Because it is New Year’s week coming up I will do the Lord’s Supper on the following Sunday January 4th . 
New Year’s day, the 1st - falls on a Thursday so I will take that off and be back that Sunday.
This right now, is probably the current schedule of my teaching for the holiday. I will absolutely let you know if there are any changes.
 
Jam 1:18 In the exercise of His will He gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.
Jas 1:19 You know this, my beloved brothers and sisters. Now everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger;
Your flesh is always struggling with temperament and arrogance. Be in the NEW nature more often than the old nature and you can achieve this command.

Jas 1:20 for a man’s anger does not bring about the righteousness of God.
/Jas 1:21 Therefore, ridding yourselves of all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.\
Ridding yourself speaks to washing sin from your life, being accountable to the Justice system of GOD.
We just did a two-hour lesson on the rebound technique, the protocol of turning back into fellowship with GOD.  

This Greek term within James 1:21 - teaching us to rid ourselves of all filthiness, was the equivalent of a person coming home from a long day at work, and realizing the dirt or stains and the stench on their shirt needed to be dealt with. 
Remove the shirt, it needs washing, make a conscious decision to take it off and get it quickly into the laundry. 
You have the humility and the common sense of decency, to know it is filthy.

There is a key phrase that ties verse 21 into verse 22 that should never be ignored is…
‘IN HUMILITY RECEIVE THE WORD’ –
That carries a great amount of responsibility attached to it.
Verse 22 does not become a reality without this humility of receiving the word.
Jas 1:22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not just hearers who deceive themselves.
Without true humility you can not learn which means application will be limited or non-existent. TO BE A DOER of the word you must have a solid grasp on the WORD!
Jas 1:23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;
We see the truth in plain sight; there is no denying it.
Jas 1:24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.

There is no need to wallow in guilt, yet the mature Bel understands we never ignore the cold, hard facts of truth.
/Many Christians do not understand the difference between recognizing and dealing with failure in the context of a healthy spiritual life and walking in religious legalism. Or even worse, walking in willful ignorance, or self-righteousness refusing to recognize when they fall on their face. There is a difference between spiritual humility and cosmic system humiliation. Just as there are differences between spiritual humility and prideful ignorance.\ 
This is where a Christian conflates and confuses religious legalism, self-righteousness or willful ignorance and true, spiritual humility.
 /Jam 1:21- in humility (prautēs) receive the word implanted (emphytos) ;

With a heart of gentleness and compliance to authority (BD), allow the seed to be planted (impregnated) into your soul structure.\  
PROW-OT-ACE, means a spirit or a nature of meekness, not weakness. It is a gentleness that TLJC had.
EMPH-OO-TOS, this is a farming refence to a seed being planted. 
It is also a term used in the ancient Greek to say, a male seed was planted in a female womb – something is going to grow from this implantation. 
/It is engrafted deep within the soul through the two power options. God the HS using HIS ministry of Grace Apparatus of Perception, when a positive Christian is soaking in the water of the WORD of God. This means we become saturated by the truth of the mind of Christ with the ability for that seed to grow over time. It can grow into something powerful if given the right amount of nurturing. It all begins and continues from a place of spiritual humility.\ 
To have true virtue like TLJC had, comes from this humility.
So, the virtue of all Believers is derived from a spiritual humility. 
/The enemies of spiritual humility are found in two systems – 
The arrogance of weakness, giving the Old Sin Nature room to dwell in the areas of lust patterns, licentiousness, greed, bitterness or becoming fragmented by the arrogant complex of sins. 
The arrogance from (OSN) positions of strength, self-righteousness, legalism, religion. What you can achieve in the flesh through success, I.Q. or social status.\
Both of these areas erode true growth into spiritual humility.
This humility is freedom from the cosmic system distractions in the areas of weakness or strength of the OSN. 
It doesn’t mean you walk in sinless perfection. It means you are no longer pulled off course for days and weeks on end, fumbling around within these distractions. 
                          REPEAT
/You become a Believer who refuses to submit to consistent emotional tugging in one direction or another (weakness or strength of OSN). You know how to be filled by God the HS, you know the importance of the WORD in your life. This spiritual humility settles into the life of a Christian who has taken on a new priority list in life – relationship with God over mankind, relationship with the mind of Christ over cosmic viewpoint.\
Humility includes enforced humility and genuine humility, plus objectivity and teachability. 

Sometimes GOD has to enforce humility into the life of a Christian. As long as they recognize this and grow from it, this humility will have a lasting impact.
Those who refuse to grow during times of enforced humility become entangled deeper into subjectivity, hyper sensitivity and the arrogant complex of sins.

/Enforced humility is submission to legitimate authority. It means the person is brought under this authority by GOD (discipline) or by a complete change of attitude and beliefs (self-induced). Either way it is the hand of GOD in action. Genuine humility is the virtue of grace orientation taking hold in the soul through perception of Bible doctrine.\

Legalistic people like to think they can force others to be humble or they can somehow guilt a person into humility, usually they just bring in some form of humiliation. 

Many Christians go to a bible study or hear a biblical message and immediately think of someone in their life who needs to hear that message. 
That is a very subtle form of arrogance.
The message is for you…yet your eyes and thoughts are on someone else’s spiritual walk, not your own.

In fact, the more we strike others over the head with scripture and Bible messages we think they need, the more we may be pushing them away from a relationship with GOD. 
There are rare occasions when a Bible message may benefit someone in your periphery, just be careful you are not becoming a spiritual police officer over other people.
                                REPEAT
Humiliation is not true humility!
So then, spiritual humility must be distinguished from humiliation. 
Humility is the virtue of freedom from arrogance, freedom from a life of guilt and shame.
True humility is a closeness to Christ; it is designed for each individual BEL to walk with privacy and having a unique understanding of their own personal sense of destiny. 

/Humiliation is minus grace orientation, it reduces value. It is to reduce your view of self to a lower status in your own eyes or in the eyes of others. Humiliation is being inculcated into having a walk of being ashamed, while humility is being grace-oriented, walking in God’s grace, mercy and love. Humiliation is one of several catalysts that can lead into chain sinning, it stunts spiritual growth. While true humility opens up spiritual growth.\ 

Jump over to Romans chapter 13 RF, we will close there today;
Learning Bible doctrine begins with true humility because it requires the three R’s.
/Reception; (availability) getting under the right teaching of one who is ordained to communicate Bible doctrine. Being consistent in gathering the information of what the SPIRIT is saying to the church. The Believer’s human spirit is open and positive (filled by HS) for the teaching. The Holy Spirit makes that doctrine understandable specifically for YOUR life - spiritual phenomena (GAP). Knowledge is digested (GNOSIS).\
Then the positive Believer has faith perception, the metabolization of that Bible doctrine taught. 
It now has the opportunity to become divine wisdom - EPIGNOSIS doctrine. 
Only epignosis doctrine has momentum. 

/Retention; This is Bible doctrine by which we grow in grace, the basis for momentum. It is now digested and faith has been applied. Therefore; it begins to shape our norms and standards and lifestyle. It has gone from knowledge and begins to form divine wisdom building up the edification complex of the SOUL.\
If the Believer refuses to either be available to consistent and accurate teaching, or they refuse to digest it thoroughly with faith, there is no spiritual momentum. 
/Recall; This is the application of epignosis doctrine to experience, the basis for divine wisdom manifested in the life of a Christian. This is the foundational necessity to build an invisible hero. It is the objective of the spiritual life. It is the example of walking as Christ did, applying BD (divine wisdom).\ 
Let us close with this today and we will pick it back up here probably next Sunday, as we have a Christmas message coming this Tuesday.

The core principles of Romans 13 revolve around the doctrine of authority.
This was a time Nero was the Roman Emperor and his hatred of the growing Christian movement was no secret. 
/ In A.D. 51 the Emperor Claudius had begun to banish Jews from Rome because of their distortion of the eschatology behind the Messiah’s appearance. Rebellion was building across the landscape from 49-66 A.D. at a fevered pace. Factions of both followers of Judaism and Christianity hit a critical point of rebellion when Nero inherited the throne from his father Claudius in 54 A.D.\ 
The first advent of Christ had been distorted into rejection of the fundamental authority in the Roman empire. Some believed the 2nd Advent was at hand.
Many Jews were finding any excuse to rebuke and reject the Roman authority which just made matters worse because Nero was a young, corrupt and truly ruthless new Emperor. He was known for having friends and even wives poisoned or blatantly killed, if they went against him.
By the why Nero was a relative of a former wicked ruler of Rome, named Caligula, who was a true pervert and twisted, deviant. 

So, the Apostle Paul is trying to keep a pressure cooker from blowing up during this historic time the letter was written (57-58 AD).
Many Christians who were even being taught good eschatology and understood the doctrine of authority, were very highly frustrated about Nero’s leadership.  

/Rom 13:8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love (agapaō) one another; for the one who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the Law.

The Bel habitually walking in union with Christ can have this virtue love manifested in their life. It is built upon the foundation of the nature of Christ, which means divine humility is a result of virtue love.\
They grow together in our walk.
Rom 13:9 For this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”

/Mat 5:17 “Do not presume that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.

Rom 10:4 For Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to everyone who believes.  (Luk 24:44, Gal 3:24, Rom 5:1, Act 13:39, Phlp 3:9, 2Cor 5:17, Col 1:22)\
 
Rom 13:10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the Law.
We live in the CA, we have a new covenant that is based upon the fulfillment of all laws, commands and prophecy. 
IT IS IN UNION with Christ.
When we are walking in the NEW nature we will fulfill our calling.
Rom 13:11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we first believed.
AWAKEN from sleep - Believer, get back into the new nature and walk according to HIS word and HIS righteousness, it is HIS virtue we depend upon, not ours.

The Apostle Paul was telling them now is not the time to fall backward into the flesh, walking in the death and slave market of sin you were rescued from.
Remain in divine humility - learning, growing and moving forward because each day the RAPTURE is becoming more imminent, it is closer at hand.  
/Rom 13:12 The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let’s rid ourselves of the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.

The darkness of this cosmic system is temporary. The DAY (Rapture and then 2nd Advent) when we are face to face with the LORD in resurrected glory forever! So, focus on that life (eternal), keep walking in humility (New Nature).\ 
Put on the armor of GOD – meaning stay consistent with the filling power of GOD the HS and entrenched in the WORD.

Rom 13:13 Let’s behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and debauchery, not in strife and jealousy.
We will not be walking in the flesh on the day we meet the LORD. That will be the beginning of eternity for us – walk like we are in eternity right now! 
The Apostle Paul is saying - do not follow the crowds in rebellion, walking in the lies of the devil’s world. 


Rom 13:14 But put on the LORD Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.

      

