Mat 104
Love the Lord first

As we dive deeper into Mat chapter 10 we have seen those who refuse to evangelize after they have said they would…. are either Unbels or Bels who will miss out on blessings in time and eternity.
TLJC says He will not confess them to His Father in verse 32, which points to the fact that it means they are probably Unbels and even if they are Bels TLJC can not recommend them for heavenly crowns….blessings and rewards so they lose out.
We noted the shock value of what TLJC was speaking about and He began to tell them there will be division because of your new lifestyle.

Mat 10:34“Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.
Mat 10:35 “For I came to SET A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW;

Mat 10:36 and A MAN’S ENEMIES WILL BE THE MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD.
We noted the sword of truth in the last two lessons which points directly to the core of who TLJC.
Now we move into another area of controversy and this is all connected as one lesson…so keep that in mind.
There is a very purposeful set of urgent and graphic terms that TLJC is waking His new church leaders up too.
/Mat 10:37 “He who loves (phileō) father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves (phileō) son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.\
Mat 10:38 “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.
Mat 10:39 “He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it.

TLJC uses the Greek verb PHIL-LET-O in verse 37 which is a personal love. This has deep affection connected too it. 

Pretty serious statement!
Again, we see a series of statements pointing to Jesus really driving some points home with heavy language.

/What the Lord insinuates in this statement is the serious nature of our relationship with Him. There is intimacy and a love relationship that actually should develop stronger than even our family ties. The fact is we do not naturally (flesh) love others properly until we develop a love relationship with Christ.\        ELABORATE

For me to just leave these strong statements out there with a quick glance at a slide would be to ignore my duty as a pastor-teacher. 
This calls for a deeper look into the doctrines that revolve around love and certainly love in the sense of what divine love looks like compared to human love.

/Human love is based in emotions and expectations. When the emotions feel ignited or rejected the person reacts. Human love always has an expectation most times several expectations and they often are hidden under the surface and eventually erupt into anger when they are neglected.\
This is just cold hard human nature folks…the facts….don’t feel guilt or shame we all have this human nature the OSN so we all have this. 
It is actually normal.
But it is not the path to spiritual maturity and divine love, therefore we should want to adjust ourselves to the plan of God to become better friends…family members and spouses. 

We must first realize that there are 3 predominant system or types of love in the human race.
/Love for the Creator, Love for a man or woman and love in the area of friendships & family members. Each of these 3 have deeper meaning in the plan of God. What the human definition and standard is for these 3 differ in depth & sincerity for the Bel.\
Remember human love has no eternal value…it has no lasting power because the bulk of human love is dependent on expectations being met & the other person responding properly so that the relationship can flourish.   REPEAT

/Divine love is dependent on who and what the Lord Jesus Christ is and everything He represents. With divine love, what a person brings to the relationship (emotions, expectations) has very little control over the outcome.\
In other words once you enter into a serious relationship with God then divine love is available for your whole life and the anchor is that you can’t lose your salvation or remove the love God has for you.
Turn to Deuteronomy chapter six. 
So really it comes down to what you want to live in while you are here in this frail human body. You can have some misery and make choices to reject God’s divine love and the applications for your life but it won’t change HIS love for you or your eternal position. 

We will look at these 3 categories of love that Col. RB Thieme Jr. titled category 1, 2 & 3 Love.
Everything starts with your relationship with God…without your vertical relationship in line & in order then your horizontal relationships will never be right.
REPEAT
/Deu 6:5 “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 “These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.\

This is a command. Just like the ten commandments emphasized you shall have no other gods before me.
Deu 6:6 “You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.
Deu 6:8“You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead.
This was an early tradition to make sure the Jewish leaders had scriptures with them but it was taken to the extreme later on.
This is where the Pharisees got the idea to tie those boxes of scriptures to their heads…they had to always go to the extreme which showed their arrogance.
They tied the boxes which are called frontals or TEF-FILLINS which some orthodox Jews still wear today.
Deu 6:9 “You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
The point I am getting across is that God wants His word taken seriously…He commands us in the OT & NT to have an intimate relationship with Him which by the way begins with the love you should easily develop for TLJC after salvation. 

If you get to know His word…you are getting to know HIM!

Jump ahead to Romans chapter 8.

/The first step in acquiring divine love and having it become operational in your life is to be a Bel in Jesus Christ. Then there needs to be an open and tender heart toward the person and work of Christ, which leads to seeking more intimacy with Him.\

If you are a born again Bel and you have been saved for a year or longer and you still have no affections toward TLJC you may want to check your salvation.


/Rom 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?\
This is what I meant by the fact that when we accept God’s divine love which we do at salvation we have so much going for us it is hard for us to screw it up!
Rom 8:32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?
Rom 8:33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies;
Powerful statement by Paul…who can judge us………..no one!
Rom 8:34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
TLJC fights for you behind the scenes in the angelic conflict everyday!
/Rom 8:35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?\
Paul knows that once we became in union with Christ that divine love is there to stay!
Rom 8:36 Just as it is written,
“FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.”
Rom 8:37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.
THROUGH CHRIST WHO LOVES US!
Then we see Paul make the list which points us to eternal security as well as how powerful this divine love that we have been given by His grace truly is…how it is a security blanket that will enable us to learn to love others unconditionally. 
Rom 8:38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
/Rom 8:39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.\
Nothing can separate the Bel from Christ not even if that Bel fails and ignores his or her relationship with God.
Now there may be a loss of rewards and blessings and it could even lead to divine discipline …but nothing stops His love for us!
Jump into 1John chapter 4.
Do you doubt the love of God…maybe that is why you struggle with other love relationships in your life.
Listen I struggled for years with God’s love and God as a loving father…because I didn’t have that. 
 ELABORATE
Sadly, we often assign to God all the things are parents… are good or bad.
Remember God’s ways are not your ways…His thoughts are not like human thoughts.
God has open arms and love for the whole world…even those Unbels who hate Him. 
He can’t have intimacy within them because they choose against Him but He loves them.
/Jhn 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 “For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.\
ELABORATE


1Jo 4:15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.
/1Jo 4:16 We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides (menō) in love abides in God, and God abides in him.\
MENO means- to remain as one…. to continue uninterrupted…continually endure.   REPEAT
1Jo 4:17 By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.
Divine love is perfected by staying in it…living inside the plan of God. 
Being confident in our position.
/1Jo 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect (teleios)love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.
Meaning maturity, a virtue love not dependent on human emotions.\  
TELL-E-US
Notice God’s divine love is different then human love on several levels.
If your lifestyle is one of consistent fear and anxiety and worry your divine love tank is running on empty Royal Family.
1Jo 4:19 We love, because He first loved us.
God loved you while you still hated Him.
Then here is the test to see how far you have grown in the plan of God;
/1Jo 4:20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.\
That is a gauge on your spiritual meter right there folks.
A good test is to see your personal reaction when someone who has harmed you or attacked you in the past comes into your periphery and how do you respond ….do you get all frustrated and uptight do you gossip and judge when they leave??  ELABORATE
You may still have some growing to do concerning divine love if that’s the case.
1Jo 4:21 And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.

This actually leads us to finish up with some quick notes on friendship.

Love in friendship and toward family members is often a close second to the love we can note as category #2 love which is right man and right woman…which we will touch on next lesson.
David made this statement after King Saul and his son Jonathan were killed in battle.
/2Sam 1:26 “I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; You have been very pleasant to me. Your love to me was more wonderful than the love of women.
David and Jonathan had a strong bond of trust & companionship that was pure and a divine love.\
Unfortunately, over the years Satan has taken what God intended for good and tries to twist it into evil and some progressive teachers have tried to pin the homosexual agenda to this scripture. 
It is a lie and it is disgusting!
Nowhere in scripture do your get the sense David and Jonathan participated in anything sexual…lies from Satan.
Their friendship much like a few friends I have had over the years felt closer than I have been with the opposite sex at times. 
The trust and companionship, was so strong it was difficult to describe and so David use this term because he truly loved Jonathan probably more than his own brothers. 
Jonathan laid his life down for David.

/Jhn 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 14 “You are My friends if you do what I command you.\
TLJC goes on to say I now call you my friend.
That is divine love in action concerning family and friends. 

The divine love we are looking at is what the Apostle Paul called genuine love.
/2Co 6:6 in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love (anypokritos  agape),\
ANN-O-PAK-REE-TOSS    AGAPE’
This means it is not a fake…it is not a fougazzie. This is unconditional, impersonal love…. sincere without hypocrisies. 

/Divine love is first established between the Bel and Christ which leads to love and respect for God the Father & God the Holy Spirit. Deep intimacy develops over time and this bond is real and lasting because the confidence and power of that love all stem from the person and work of Christ not human emotions or expectations.\ 
REPEAT

/Category #1 love is between Bel & God. Category #2 love is between man & woman. (marriage)
Category #3 love is the bond of family & friendship.
None of these love relationships depend on human effort or emotions.\

There are stark difference between God’s love and human love.

/Human love does not have the endurance to withstand unfulfilled expectations, infidelity or prolonged bitterness and cruelty.\ 

[bookmark: _GoBack]/Divine love is only developed by the Bel who nurtures the fruit if the spirit in their life and applies what they learn. This is not a love that comes naturally to the OSN but a love that takes commitment from a Bel who is focused on growing in God’s plan.\ 
