Mat #44
The Believer must understand the divine chain of command.

Mat 5:23 “Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.
Mat 5:25 “Make friends quickly with your opponent at law while you are with him on the way, so that your opponent may not hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be thrown into prison.
Mat 5:26 “Truly I say to you, you will not come out of there until you have paid up the last cent.
/The Sanhedrin & Roman authority was the equivalent of having two strict police forces or judicial systems and two sets of laws to follow for the Jews.\
In Matthew 5:25-26 there is a spiritual warning in all this as well.

TLJC is first and foremost preparing His future pastor-teachers to go out and teach His word in a hostile environment but there is also spiritual analogy within this lesson.
/Our Lord has been teaching on the Law in many realms (human authority, Mosaic & spiritual law of Church Age) but within all of it, is the divine power of His word and the Bels responsibility within it!\

There is actually a strong message of respect for authority and law and order within TLJC speech at this point in Matthew chapter 5.
There is a sense of TLJC warning His new teachers that what they are about to face is not only legalistic Jewish leadership, but strict, authority figures from law enforcement and attacks from fellow Jews who they may have once been friends with.
/Mat 5:17-26 is our Lord teaching these new leaders that He has fulfilled the O.T. and a transition is upon them. Within that transition is continued respect for not only the Mosaic Law but the human authority (Romans) which was currently overshadowing the Jews.\ 
TLJC is now focusing on two important principles …one being the common laws of the land and the other is legalistic Jewish leadership which our Lord knew would not only be the catalyst to His false trials but would later become the driving force to attack the early churches and the Apostles who set them up. 
REPEAT????
/The Apostles are receiving a look at their walk ahead which would demand stringent attention to detail concerning laws of the land & setting examples for future Christians to regulate their own walk.\
The first principle is attention to authority and how we handle ourselves concerning respect & following protocol of the country or city we live in.
Just look around the country today and see how respect for authority & the decline in civil obedience came to fruition since the 1960’s.
The far left progressive movements who we now see on our streets causing riots and violent protests are what the first steps of a broken chain of command and lack of respect for authority look like…and this is the early steps to what usually ends up in violent protests and aggressive attacks against government and other free citizens. 

This is a very slippery slope many people are embarking on…it is against the word of God and usually leads to some form of military action or what is known as a Police State at some point. 
I mention that in my book and if you want a free copy contact me.

TLJC was warning the Apostles that rebellion against the authorities such as the Roman Empire or even their own leaders like the Sadducees and Pharisees was not really going to be an option for them.

Mat 5:25 is a warning against those who desire to be combative against authority.
/Mat 5:25 “Make friends quickly with your opponent at law while you are with him on the way, so that your opponent may not hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be thrown into prison.
The Christian who is walking in God’s plan is always seeking reconciliation first and seeks to abstain from conflict.\

You have to always balance things out otherwise people take it to the extreme one way or another …so let me clarify.
Turn to Luke chapter 11.
/Christians have a right to legal action when it is fully ordained by the laws of the land. It should never be manipulated or applied under a false pretense. Christians should stand & defend themselves when the moment calls for it.\
What I’m telling you is…if your neighbor is arguing with you over the backyard fence line…or property line…
 or you just backed into a car at Walmart,
most of the time…it is best to simply try and reconcile the situation quickly with no conflict…this way you avoid legal action and you may well win over a new brother or sister in Christ. 
But there are times when you stand firm because you know the wrong done against you is blatant and it is ungodly.
Look at Luke chapter 12 v 11

/Luk 12:11 “When they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry about how or what you are to speak in your defense, or what you are to say; 12  for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.”\
You will find that when you get a handle on your emotions and you operate within the framework of true Christianity God will find a way for the situation to work itself out the right way. 

In the book of Acts 22 & Acts 24… the Apostle Paul defends himself and this was not the only time Paul stood and defended himself in front of not only the authorities but groups of people who questioned his legitimacy.

The Apostles faced real legal threats and physical harm once they committed to TLJC.

/Act 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.
This was after getting out of jail for preaching the Gospel…they went right back at it!\ 

This is why it becomes so important to grow up spiritually because you need spiritual discernment as to when you need to make a stand or when you need to take legal action and when you need to step away from a situation. 

These new Apostles would need not only discernment but a spiritual strength that only the consistent power of the HS can supply.
/The Romans would appoint leaders (kings) over the population they conquered, these leaders many times were from among the people (wealthy families or politically connected). This was to give an illusion of leadership of the people for the people, yet it was all under Roman directive & law.\
At the time TLJC was born it slowly began to become a heated environment as the Roman Empire’s presence and power became more apparent for the Jews in and around Palestine. 
By the time TLJC was teaching His Apostles and walking around the Sea of Galilee there was a strong sense of rebellion in the air and the Jewish leadership like the Pharisees and Sadducees were the ones in charge of controlling the people.

This was a time of mixed emotions among the Jewish people.
/The volatile times of Roman rule, mixed with the frustration of the common Jews would be a toxic blend that would only get more heated once Christ and His followers began to preach a new doctrinal stance that pivoted away from strict Mosaic adherence.\ 

In God’s perfect timing we see a point in human history where heated conspiracies, legalism and abusive authority was a common occurrence in this area of the Middle East. 

The fact that our Lord and His Apostles would be put directly in the middle of all this is no surprise. God does not always go to work when everything is calm and going perfect, in fact God often will use human chaos and misery to work His plan.
REPEAT

This would be a time that making a drastic change in the religious beliefs and rituals of that day would put your life in danger…yet that is exactly what TLJC talked about and then trains His followers to promote once He ascended back up to heaven. 
/Mat 5:26 “Truly I say to you, you will not come out of there until you have paid up the last cent.
Mat 5:25-26 is also touching on a lesson about treating our fellow man with respect and that God takes commandments & authority seriously enough to follow through with discipline when needed.\
There is much more to these scriptures than what appears on the surface once you read it over again.

TLJC had just began talking about thou shalt not murder… and that anger toward someone is a form of murder.

/In speaking about the 10 Commandments Jesus is also leading these men into a doctrinal lesson that God takes legalism (Pharisees) seriously and that His true followers are not filled with dissension & disrespect, because hate starts from within the soul.\
The Pharisees actually had disdain for those below their own status.

Turn to Romans chapter 13
Remember this principle…
/1Pet 5:5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.\
Arrogance has trouble respecting and following authority…because arrogance always knows better than everyone else.

That is one of the reasons TLJC is having His followers focus on what’s inside their soul structure…how they think or what their true motivation is.  
/Rom 13:1 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.\
Rom 13:2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.
3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same;4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil. (lifestyle)
Rom 13:5 Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. 7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.

We honor or respect authority not because of the authority figure but because we respect and honor our Lord.
Turn to 1Peter chapter 2

Let’s finish up by looking at what the Apostle Peter tells us about authority…and the respect for those in leadership.

/1Pet 2:13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority,14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.\
1Pet 2:15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 16 Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.
/1Pet 2:17 Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.\

Peter is telling those who followed his teaching that we as Christians have to set an example.
We should never be the one out on the street involved in violent protests or disrupting the government operation.
We vote…we stand firm in our beliefs… we speak out when we get the opportunity and if we do have to protest it is done with calm & intelligence. 

The born again Bel who is growing in God’s plan recognizes a chain of command with God at the top!
Look what Paul told Timothy.
1Tim 2:1 First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,
/1Tim2:2 for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,\
Good verse to show that TLJC is GOD!

God will allow evil leadership at certain points in human history …even within our own life… we have negative Unbel’s or bosses who abuse their authority…hand it over to the supreme court of heaven. Do not attack authority it will blow up in your face.

I have personally discovered in recent years that our own government is much more evil and corrupt then I believed 10 or 15 years ago….the fact is I knew it was bad. 
I lacked trust and faith in both political parties…but honestly it’s much worse than I use to think it was.

But I’m not organizing rebellion in the street… I am becoming more vocal about facts and false narratives and also reminding people of past historical lies or government agencies that are deeply corrupt.
I’m still paying my taxes and following through on the laws of the land.
/Mar 12:17 And Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they were amazed at Him.\
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We as Bels need to become involved in teaching truth to the children and those who are seeking answers…we need to vote and be involved in our communities and never be afraid to speak openly and honestly out in public…but not with hatred and violent intentions…that never wins anyone over to the truth.





