2Thess #29
The Apostle Paul prayed for 4 aspects of growth for his congregation.

We will open back up in 2Thess chapter one RF.
We will do the LORD’s supper this Sunday so please be prepared for that.
Let us remember going into this new year - we have first responders and those in the medical field. Those in law enforcement or even military who need our prayers for protection.

2Thes 1:9 These people will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
The Apostle Paul is giving a large overview of the coming of the 2nd Advent of Christ.

2Th 1:10 when He comes to be glorified among His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed—because our testimony to you was believed.
We have noted what a testimony means in the legal sense of being a witness who steps up and makes a full statement, with evidence and truth to back up what you claim.
We all have a testimony which accounts for what we did after salvation until the point we are face to face with TLJC.

/2Th 1:11 To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will consider you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power,\

2Th 1:12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, in accordance with the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

There are 4 principles listed in verse 11 that all BELS should pray for within their circle of family and friends – meaning, other Bels and even for themselves.
/ 2Thes 1:11 –“we pray” — the present active indicative of proseuchomai. The present tense means the Apostle Paul and his team keep them in their prayers regularly – not every day, repetitive prayer. The active voice: Apostle Paul is doing the praying and so are the members of Paul’s team. The indicative mood is the reality of this prayer.\
PROS-OHC-OHMY, is a Greek verb related to our private conversations and wishes that we impart to GOD. Your prayer life should be requests and desires for others and also for your personal growth and needs as well.
Paul doesn’t pray for them all the time every day, but he does pray regularly for the Thessalonians like he did for all his churches and friends. 

This is a good rule of thumb – do not get caught up in repetitive chanting over and over about the same subject matter. 
Use your repetition wisely in your prayer life.
There are 4 qualities the Apostle Paul is praying for and they are key components in our spiritual life.
/2Thes 1:11 – the prayers are very specific and it points to; 1. to grow into your calling inside the plan of GOD. 2. To reach a fullness of your potential God has given you. 3 to achieve a faith that brings forth glory to God. 4. to apply the true spiritual power of all that was given to you at salvation. Each one will bring a level of adversity or testing as well as great joy and confidence over time.\

These are all imperative for the Bel to walk toward SM in the plan of God. 
They all work in conjunction with one another, yet each need to be seen or understood as singular first before you bring them into unity.
These are prayers for others but also for yourself. 

/1. To grow in your calling – There is a two-fold calling for all Bels. One is the same for every Bel. The other is attached to your personal walk and personal destiny in God’s plan.
The first which is a calling for all Bels is seen in such scriptures as – 2Pet 3:18, Mat 28:19, Jhn 15:17.\

Let me touch on each one of these as they speak directly to what all Bels are called to do after salvation;
/2Pe 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now  and to the day of eternity. Amen.

After salvation the only expectation for a new Christian should be real growth. This is to continue over the years, but until the Bel emphasizes BD and application of the filling power of the Spirit, everything else will be distractions.\
No Bel should get involved in any church service or Christian program outside of serious Bible Study until they get out of the infant stage of spirituality. 
The first and most important calling for all BELS becomes the consistent digesting and application of the two power options.
                         REPEAT
/Mat 28:19 “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Disciple – mathētēs, all Bels are called to be strict students, educated enough to influence and teach others – evangelize.\
MATH-OT-ASE, used in its form as a verb here in Mat 28:19- MATH-A-TO-OH, really points to the act of teaching.
It is where we get our English word Mathematics from – this means a serious study - a dedicated student. You were called to be a serious student of the WORD, so serious and dedicated that you in turn can teach others.
                              REPEAT
Keep in mind, ALL BELS are called into this after salvation. 

Stop thinking the great commission of evangelizing to a lost and dying world is only for pastors and evangelists. 
Jesus called all of us to work together and get the good news of the gospel of Christ out to this lost world. 

/Jhn 15:17 “This I command you (entellomai), that you love (agapaō) one another.

This is a command that Jesus left behind for all BELS – learn to apply impersonal, unconditional, virtue love (Godly love) in your daily life – toward EVERYONE!\

ENTELL-O, is a Greek verb for command in the military sense of the word – it is not a suggestion. 
These go in order RF - you have to first grow in God’s grace and knowledge. Then you become a serious student, highly educated. So then, you can have this Godly love as not only a problem- solving device, but a lifestyle and attitude you can live in every day. 
                        REPEAT
/The first portion of the two-fold calling on all Bels is to become a mature Bel who understands and applies BD properly. This means supporting the teaching and evangelizing of the WORD into a world under demonic influence. It points to becoming an active member of the body of Christ. Once this becomes a part of your lifestyle, you then can reach a level where GOD will reveal personal callings (ministries) in relation to your personal sense of destiny in HIS plan.\

Remember a calling to ministry of your own may be an outreach program in your community – maybe it is a small group Bible study, perhaps it is setting up a Bible Conference, maybe it is working with veterans and reaching out with compassion to read scripture to them.
There are several different callings that are related to different ministries and spiritual gifts.
They all work as positive momentum within the body of Christ.

/The Believer living inside the predesigned plan of God, under the enabling power of the Holy Spirit and with momentum from metabolized doctrine, not only grows spiritually but acquires a personal sense of destiny. A spiritual sense of destiny is related to spiritual adulthood. The sooner you grow up spiritually the better off you are.
                      Pastor Robert McLaughlin \ 
Once a Bel grows up and God reveals ministries and a personal sense of destiny. As well as spiritual gifts that work alongside ministries and a personal destiny, it becomes an inner strength that works as a problem-solving device.

You realize God is working with you and in you and you no longer get distracted by all the details of life. Your spiritual confidence is boosted higher and that overcomes many problems and distractions. 
Who cares what the cosmic system tells you about success and destiny – you know you are on the road to something greater and with eternal value. 
Possibly ending with the title -  invisible hero, at the end of your life. 
                           REPEAT
/Spiritual gifts and ministries are callings and related to your personal sense of destiny. You now realize your life has greater purpose – you are a child of God, you have eternal security, you are in union with Christ, you are called out of cosmic confusion and into spiritual maturity. You have grace gifts that will blossom in your walk, that is your destiny if you want to grow into it. As you do ministry opportunities will arise, and a spiritual gift will become evident.\
Jump over to 1Cor chapter twelve.

Sadly, most Christians believe the pastor and deacons have to do all the outreach programs and all the ministry work outside of the pulpit. 
Yet it was never designed in God’s plan like that.
/Rom 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?\
God gives us everything we need to grow and succeed in HIS plan. We simply need to follow HIS lead - accept responsibility for our own spiritual walk.
/Col 1:18 He is also the head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.

Jesus Christ is the HEAD we are HIS body. Jesus was the first fruit of the resurrection, we follow. Jesus is the Groom we are HIS bride.\
The teaching of the body of Christ is very prevalent in the Apostle Paul’s ministry.
1Cor 12:14 For the body is not one part, but many.
/1Co 12:15 If the foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any less a part of the body.

Every part of the body helps it to function at maximum capacity. When a part is missing or handicapped, the rest have to make adjustments and support the problem area.\ 

It puts incredible pressure on the other parts to make up for the loss. 
It is actually one of the most selfish things a person does, on a job - or in a ministry or - in a family, is to sit back and allow others to carry the full burden. 
/1Co 12:16 And if the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any less a part of the body.

Many Bels do this out of laziness. Or even revenge motivation, as a way to get back at those, they ASSUME disrespected them in the past.\
1Cor 12:17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?
The Apostle Paul is stressing the importance of every Bel involved in the church.

1Co 12:18 But now God has arranged the parts, each one of them in the body, just as He desired.
NOTICE – JUST AS GOD DESIRED.
1Co 12:19 If they were all one part, where would the body be?
1Co 12:20 But now there are many parts, but one body.

/Rom 12:4 or just as we have many parts in one body and all the body’s parts do not have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually parts of one another.\
Some of the most important people in a church are those who support and maintain the church – the folks behind the scenes!

/Spiritual gifts are given to every Bel, they are usually left undiscovered because of immaturity and emotional confusion. Spiritual gifts are not often related to personal strengths – I.Q., talent and that which you succeed with in the cosmic system. The majority of spiritual gifts were designed as supporting or administrative roles within the church.
(1Cor 12:28, Rom 12:6-8, Eph 4:11-16) \

There are several roles of leadership under pastor-teacher such as deacons, prep school teachers, ushers, secretary or treasurer. 
The gift of helps, covers many aspects of assisting people in and around the congregation. Administrative gifts, the spiritual gift of mercy & compassion and service for those who need extra attention or may need to be brought back into fellowship.
The gift of generosity which is giving financial support above and beyond a normal weekly offering. The gift of   exhortation, which speaks to edifying others and rebuilding confidence in others who need lifting up.
Some Bels have the gift of event management- they can set up events and outreach programs better than others.
Some Bels have a gift of reconciliation – they can bring broken friendships or angry people back together to find peace and understanding. 
