2Thess #27
What will your testimony be once the rapture arrives?

As we get back into our study in the letters to Thessalonica we can pick it back up in 2Thess chapter one.

I hope you all enjoyed some down time, some family time and also some time to meditate on the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.
I recently gave a suggestion on Facebook about a documentary made in 2009 it is called ‘DARK LEGACY’ – I found it on Amazon Prime a few days before Christmas.
It is one of several movies that covers really important aspects of the corruption in our government and how it began. I only suggests these types of movies, if I feel that can enhance your knowledge about what is truly going on behind the scenes.

Be critical thinkers and come to your conclusions - but it’s worth the time to watch. 
 
We dove deeper into Eschatology over the past few weeks - we noted the prophecies of Daniel and the book of Revelation.
We looked at the words of our Lord in Matthew chapter 24. We will eventually circle back around and touch on other aspects of these books between now and the time we complete chapter three of 2Thessalonians. 
As we go deeper into 2Thessaloninas we will need to get back on track and remind ourselves what we have already learned.

The two letters were written only a few months apart, because the Apostle Paul received reports from Timothy that several members of the congregation had gone astray into false doctrines.
/There were men masquerading as teachers and pastors under the authority of the apostles. They were teaching as well as sending letters out to undermine the early church of Jesus Christ. This is why it is imperative to grow up and not allow emotions and seeking the NEW doctrines and teachers to influence you. Every Believer becomes responsible for the strength of their own soul structure.\
 
2Thess 1:4 As a result, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.
These Bels at Thessalonica clung onto the word immediately and many began spreading the gospel of Christ across the islands of Greece.
The problem arose when false teachers were allowed into the congregation by a few curious Bels. 
2Th 1:5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you indeed are suffering.
Jesus Christ taught the principle of standing strong and also picking up your own cross and moving forward in the PPOG.
Jesus never told us that the Christian life is all peace, love and joy every day – we are called to learn and apply those skills of peace, love and joy – they are portions of the Fruit of the Spirit. Which means they are learned and gained over time. 
Yet what will come at us from time to time will be the exact opposite. The world is designed to challenge our peace, love and joy. 
                REPEAT
2Th 1:6 For after all it is only right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,

The early church of Christ was always under pressure by the Romans and the Sanhedrin. 
The cosmic system itself is set against true Christianity which is - applying BD to your daily life.
2Th 1:7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted, along with us, when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels
/2Th 1:8 in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God, and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

This is a highlight of the 2nd Advent and a specific event called the Baptism of Fire.\

2Th 1:9 These people will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
Remember the definition of the lake of fire is everlasting misery away from the Triune God – separation from GOD is the exact definition of this everlasting fire. 
/2Th 1:10 when He comes to be glorified among His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed—because our testimony to you was believed.\

2Th 1:11 To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will consider you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power,
2Th 1:12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, in accordance with the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
You can turn back into the OT – we are going to note a very difficult and challenging principle as seen in the book of Judges chapter 4. 
It will be slightly gruesome, yet its value for the lesson today is very significant. 
/Testimony – martyrion, comes from the root word of where we get the term martyr in the English language. It means a lasting impression, a witness of significant value, one who endures pain to present historical facts. A difficult event which presents the truth. A legal proclamation under stress or adversity.\  
MART-UREE-ON, comes from a Greek root word of martyr – the Greek noun – MART-OUS, one who sacrifices for what they believe, a statement of historical value under great cost (physically & mentally).
I do not want this to be a message of guilt but hopefully a wake-up call, for some it will be GOD the HS convicting Bels into a new direction. 

In Judges it begins highlighting a historic time when Joshua and the elders of the Exodus generation were passing on, they were handing the land over to the next generation.
God proclaimed that they clear the land of the Canaanites, the Moabites, the Amorites and all the tribes still lingering in the land who followed false gods of the BAAL system.
They refused to finish the job – God had been training them to become a client nation unto GOD, one of integrity and military might. From the time Joshua and his leaders went home to be with the LORD, the leadership of Israel failed to remove the evil from the land…instead they embraced it!        REPEAT
It was a vicious cycle of repent and then embrace evil again- repent and cry out to God for help. 
Years & years of a vicious cycle falling back into a demonic lifestyle after God rescued them. 
/Historically, the book serves to link the conquest of Palestine and the monarchy. Theologically, it provides many examples of the principle that obedience to the law brings peace, whereas disobedience brings oppression and death. Spiritually, the faithfulness of God in forgiving His penitent people is seen even in this period (1380 BC - 1050 BC) when “every man did what was right in his own eyes”.
                                 Dr. Charles C. Ryrie \

What I believe, is that Deborah - who was not only a prophetess, but she became a judge.
Which was a form of military and government leadership at this historic point, was set above the men of Israel because they had failed miserably up until this point.

Jud 4:1 Then the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD, after Ehud died.
/Jdg 4:2 So the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; and the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-hagoyim.

When you continue to embrace the enemy and their lifestyle (cosmic system), GOD eventually gives you over to that which you keep pursuing. \ 
Jdg 4:3 The sons of Israel cried out to the LORD; for he had nine hundred iron chariots, and he oppressed the sons of Israel severely for twenty years.
Jdg 4:4 Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that time.

What happens is that Deborah would call a young man named Barack who she knew was reliable. 
Barack who was also supposed to be a judge, yet it appears he lacked full confidence, instead he teamed up with Deborah.  
He became a battlefield leader up against a much more superior army. 

Jump down a few verses and follow this important story.
Jdg 4:13 Sisera summoned all his chariots, nine hundred iron chariots, and all the people who were with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the river Kishon.
/Jdg 4:14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Arise! For this is the day on which the LORD has handed Sisera over to you; behold, the LORD has gone out before you.” So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with ten thousand men following him.

God worked on two fronts ahead of this battle. First there was a heavy rain which made the battlefield muddy. Second was GOD had put a woman into place who knew the evil of the Canaanites. \
Sisera depended upon his heavily armored, iron chariots to carry the bulk of his battle.
The chariots were massive and extremely heavy. 
Thick mud was like quicksand for them.
/Jdg 4:15 And the LORD routed (hāmam) Sisera and all his chariots and all his army with the edge of the sword before Barak; and Sisera got down from his chariot and fled on foot.

The LORD brought confusion and loud, violent actions against this army.\
HAW-MAMM – it is taken from another Hebrew root word also used in HAMAS (violent action, or criminal violence). This word means to crush or destroy. 

To confuse with loud and aggressive sounds and actions. 
Many scholars believe the large number of the Israeli army coupled with a violent thunderstorm overwhelmed the army of Sisera.
Interesting side note- this was believed to be very close to the valley of Megiddo. Possibly only 15 miles north of where the center of the battle of Armageddon will occur. 

Jdg 4:16 But Barak pursued the chariots and the army as far as Harosheth-hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not even one was left.
Jdg 4:17 Now Sisera fled on foot to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite, because there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite.

Heber the Kenite was not a part of the original tribe of Israel but through his family tree, he was connected to Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law. 
Which ties back to Abrahams’ second wife Keturah. 

By all accounts this was a Gentile. 

A Gentile leader of a small village that had a peace agreement with the Canaanites at this historic point.  
Notice Sisera ran into the wife’s tent! Which in many ancient cultures was different than the husband’s tent. 

/Jdg 4:18 And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said to him, “Turn aside, my master, turn aside to me! Do not be afraid.” So he turned aside to her into the tent, and she covered him with a rug.

Jael was certain to have heard the battle and seen this general running toward her village. \
Jdg 4:19 And he said to her, “Please give me a little water to drink, for I am thirsty.” So she opened a leather bottle of milk and gave him a drink; then she covered him.
Jdg 4:20 And he said to her, “Stand in the doorway of the tent, and it shall be if anyone comes and inquires of you, and says, ‘Is there anyone here?’ that you shall say, ‘No.’”

God has put every circumstance and person in place for specific reasons – reasons only HE knows from eternity past, as calculated into the Diven Decree.
/Jdg 4:21 But Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent peg and a hammer in her hand, and went secretly to him and drove the peg into his temple, and it went through into the ground; for he was sound asleep and exhausted. So he died.

Ladies of the ancient world were well versed in setting up tents and physical labor – they were often as capable and strong as teenage boys and even young men.\
I realize this is graphic and violent - yet GOD proclaimed I will go ahead of you and I will use a woman to deliver this vicious military leader. 
/Judg 4:9 She said, “I will certainly go with you; however, the fame shall not be yours on the journey that you are about to take, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” Then Deborah got up and went with Barak to Kedesh.\
God deals with evil often times with very violent and graphic details.

Jdg 4:22 And behold, while Barak was pursuing Sisera, Jael came out to meet him and said to him, “Come, and I will show you the man whom you are seeking.” So he entered with her, and behold, Sisera was lying dead with the tent peg in his temple.
Jdg 4:23 So God subdued Jabin the king of Canaan on that day before the sons of Israel.
Jdg 4:24 And the hand of the sons of Israel pressed harder and harder upon Jabin the king of Canaan, until they had eliminated Jabin the king of Canaan.
The battle was not over yet, but this was a momentum shift that would lead to greater victories in the future.

/Jael appeared to know exactly who this military general was and the history of the Canaanites. She made a choice which defied her husband’s peace treaty, yet it was used by GOD for a great victory for HIS people. Historical impact is when GOD calls upon you and you are certain it is HIS call and HIS plan and you step into action. There are rare times GOD calls you to stand against authority, yet when HE does, you must take responsibility. \

/Deborah, Barak and Jael all left behind a testimony and imprint on history that left little doubt, they stood for the righteousness of GOD. Sometimes our testimony is a mixture of common or subtle words and actions. Other times we are called to stand out in very aggressive or an unorthodox fashion. Every Bel is a leader within their own soul structure, God needs your leadership skills at maturity for when HE calls you into action. \

This is a subject matter that requires deeper study. 
So, we will continue into next lesson on what a testimony is in relation to being a true witness for GOD.
