2Thess #28
As a witness for Christ your testimony matters! 

As we close out 2023 what a great and timely message for the end of the year.
What better way to look back on where you are spiritually and where you are going in 2024.

Open in James chapter two today RF.
/The legal term for a witness is one who is willing to speak upon the truth and facts of what they know or what they have experienced. Every witness signs off on a statement both verbally and usually in written form. Once the witness has fulfilled their duty and all the evidence they present is laid out that is recognized as their testimony on record.\
This is very similar for the CA Bel in witnessing and their personal testimony.
The reality is your words and beliefs should be reflected in your actions.
It is not a call for sinless perfection - yet it is a call to stand and walk in that which you claim to believe. 
                        REPEAT
/Every Bel in the CA is called to the witness stand at different points of their walk – it is designed to back up their proclamation that, ‘I am a Christian’. That will become a legal testimony of both words and actions in the eternal state. Every day a Christian can operate as a witness for Christ by words and actions. That will be recorded as their personal testimony. \ 
This is the greatest explanation for what Jesus’s half-brother, James taught in Jerusalem to the arrogant Jewish Bels.

James never taught a works program – the whole concept of what James taught in his ministry as a pastor-teacher, was designed to stop works programs, to stop legalism and religious nonsense.

/If you are a true Bel in Christ your words, beliefs and actions have to begin to line up at some point after salvation. James chapter 2 highlights this doctrinal concept. If you are truly walking in your new nature, applying God’s word, there is evidence! The fruits of the Spirit slowly begin to manifest within your life. If your attitude, beliefs and lifestyle are still reflecting your life as an Unbeliever, something is wrong with your spiritual life.\
You are either not truly born again and saved, or you are in reversionism. 

The only way to get closer to GOD, which then extends greater grace and opens up more spiritual power in your life, is to operate habitually in the two power options.  
                            REPEAT
/Jam 2: 18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”

The works James mentions is becoming more Christ-like. This is not in your flesh, it is divine or righteous deeds, accepted at the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ. \ 
It means you operate in your new nature, applying God’s word under proper motivation. 
GOD looks at the heart – nothing is hidden from HIS sight.
Jas 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.
They know GOD – in fact they know the whole TRINITY very well. They have a fear of GOD because their opportunity for salvation has long since passed.

[bookmark: _Hlk154764095]/Jas 2:20 But are you willing to acknowledge, you foolish person, that faith without works is useless?

Bels with no fruits of Spirit and no forward momentum in their spiritual life years after salvation, are walking like Unbels (spiritually dead). Their salvation is secured, yet they miss out on a close relationship with GOD, leading to loss of blessings and rewards.\ 

This includes the temporal and eternal life. Many Bels never achieve what GOD had already designed for them in eternity past, because they refuse to grow in HIS grace and knowledge.

/Jas 2:21 Was our father Abraham not justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?

Abraham, like all BELS was justified (legally vindicated) at salvation. There are levels to God’s grace plan that can lead to greater vindication, greater grace and power – a greater potential in time and rewards in eternity. Your spiritual life and your faith were never designed to remain minuscule. \
There are levels of growth and greater grace and greater power and more intimacy with the LORD.

Jas 2:22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;
FAITH WAS PERFECTED – spiritual maturity, at a super grace level.
/Jas 2:23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called a friend of God.

Abraham was born again at 75yrs old. This sacrifice of Isaac happened at least 30 years later.\
Possibly 50 years later - as Isaac was most likely an adult at this time.
Notice Abraham was a friend of God – Moses, David and several other mature Bels were called into intimate, relationships with GOD because of spiritual growth.

The closer you get to GOD the more spiritual blessings fall upon your life.
Turn to 2Corinthians chapter 5.

The bottom line for the CA Bel, is that all BELS will stand before the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ. 
Nothing to do with salvation – it is in relation to what you did after salvation.

/Rom 14:10 But as for you, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or you as well, why do you regard your brother or sister with contempt? For we will all appear before the judgement seat of God.

This is directed at CA Bels – the Bema Seat Judgement of Christ, after the rapture of the church.\ 
The fact that we are awarded crowns, blessings and rewards. Also, that our spiritual walk is evaluated, points directly to the concept that equality does not exist… not even in heaven! 

Equality happens at the moment of salvation…that’s it! After that, free will and motivation determine who you become inside the plan of GOD.
                    REPEAT
Because equality does not exist, this means those who have given a powerful testimony by their life and their walk with GOD are recipients of greater blessings.

/Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for the one who comes to God must believe that He exists, and that He proves to be One who rewards those who seek Him.

Psa 58:11 And people will say, “There certainly is a reward for the righteous; There certainly is a God who judges on the earth!”\

/Pro 11:18 A wicked person earns deceptive wages, But one who sows righteousness gets a true reward.

Mat 6:1 “Take care not to practice your righteousness in the sight of people, to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.\

/1Cor 9:24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.

Phl 3:14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.\
The fact is there are crowns for higher rank and privilege in heaven, there are blessings right now in time.
There are spiritual gifts & rewards given to increase your knowledge and guide you closer into intimacy with GOD – 

Even though it was put in an escrow account in eternity past, many BELS never receive the blessings, crowns and rewards designed just for them.

It is equivalent to what Unbels do concerning salvation, the payment for their sins was done on that cross – they reject it.
Look what the Apostle Paul teaches here in Corinth;
/2Cor 5:5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave us the Spirit as a pledge (arrabōn).

This is a pledge beyond an average promise, it is locked into eternity. It is a downpayment on a winning lottery ticket! \
AIR-AH-BOWN, is not just a pledge it is a binding promise. It is a downpayment on a future full payment, a gold nugget pulled from a huge gold boulder with your name on it. 
God never goes back on a promise.
2Co 5:6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord—
2Co 5:7 for we walk by faith, not by sight—
2Co 5:8 but we are of good courage and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.
/2Co 5:9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.

Your true motivation is always open and laid bare for the LORD. GOD would rather see you fumbling and failing with a heart after HIM. Then having victories in the temporal sense of spirituality, with no true desire to love and honor HIM!\
God is much more interested in your true heart, your true thoughts and your true love. 
Then a surface show of appeasing HIM with some ritualistic behaviors of morality and goodness.
Ritual without reality means nothing in the plan of GOD – it will burn up at the Bema Seat Judgment. 
/2Co 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive compensation for his deeds done  through the body, in accordance with what he has done, whether good or bad.

Good deeds is a reference to divine good – bad deeds are nothing more than works in the flesh.\
Your life testimony matters. We noted a very graphic and large event between Deborah, Barak and certainly a Gentile woman name Jael last lesson.
That was one end of the spectrum. But there is middle ground and there are opportunities much more subtle and common to your daily life.

Let us close in Matthew chapter 27 RF.
We will close today looking at an African man named Simon. The day TLJC was crucified, Simon converted from Judaism into Christianity.
/Luk 23:26 And when they led Him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, as he was coming in from the country, and placed on him the cross to carry behind Jesus.

Sometimes, shortly after salvation we are called into becoming a true witness with a powerful testimony. Other times it takes a while. Simon of North Africa is great example.\
Simon had travelled over 800 miles to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem. 

This was a very religious man, very dedicated to the GOD of Israel.

Yet, like most other Jews he was misled by religion and manipulation of what the true GOD was all about.
Let us close looking at the point when TLJC in HIS humanity was on the verge of death – beaten to a bloody pulp, thirsty, hungry and ready to collapse. 

Mat 27:31 And after they had mocked Him, they took the cloak off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him.
/Mat 27:32 As they were coming out, they found a man of Cyrene named Simon, whom they compelled to carry His cross.

Because of the Roman rule, Simon was not given a choice. They commanded him to carry the Lord’s cross. \

Perhaps he was chosen because he was an obvious foreigner and more conspicuous in the crowd. Ultimately it was the plan of GOD in action.

/In that procession that day there were three people who were born again as a result of being in that procession. The first is Simon of Cyrene, representing the Jewish remnant. Then there is the dying thief, one of the gangsters, representing the immoral Gentile, and then the centurion who perhaps represents to us a respectable Gentile. All three of these people were in the procession and before the sun goes down that evening all three will be children of God, they will find Jesus Christ as personal saviour.
                              Col. R.B. Thieme Jr.   \

We have reason to believe that Simon came to know what it really meant to take up one’s cross and follow Jesus. There is some evidence to suggest that his sons became leaders among the early Christians (Mark 15:21 and in Romans 16:13).
 /Simon was a well-known Believer later in North Africa. After receiving Christ as saviour, he went back home and left a powerful testimony. He had a very successful business, and two sons who were well-known and whose names were Alexander and Rufus. He led his wife and two sons to the Lord; he was also one of the first Christian martyrs in North Africa.\

His wife moved to Rome and in Romans 16:13 she is mentioned as one of the spiritual leaders of the Roman church. 

/As you witness and live your life as unto Christ – realize you are laying down a legal, traceable and accountable testimony about who you truly are.

Luk 8:17 “For nothing is concealed that will not become evident, nor anything hidden that will not be known and come to light. \

