James #141
Be careful of your attitude of partiality toward people.

Open back up in James chapter two we will look at the first 4 verses because they flow together nicely to get us into this next set of lessons.

Jam 2:1 My brothers and sisters, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.
The glory of the LORD Jesus Christ is to be upheld because we are talking about the God of the universe. 
The word glory within the ancient Hebrew and Greek terminology, is written in several forms. Yet we noted one of the most important because it pointed out the Shekinah Glory – Jesus Christ dwelling among HIS people.
That is how verse one should be seen. 

/Jas 2:2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and is dressed in bright clothes, and a poor man in dirty clothes also comes in,\
You can take note how these all flow together, because it all points out personal favoritism and the attitude of the arrogance and pettiness of judging people.
Jas 2:3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the bright clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,”

Notice the special attention shows us a strong attitude of partiality. 
Jas 2:4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?
Remember God looks at the heart.
/Jam 2:2 - if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring 

This is written as a Greek 3rd class condition, meaning it is a probable scenario. Pastor James did not point out a specific incident or person. He used this as something that had happened or was likely to happen again.\  
Maybe it will or maybe it won’t – but the chances of this happening are very likely. 
A great example is - if you speed in a school zone every other day, you will likely get a speeding ticket at some point.

/This 3rd class condition is often used when there is a strong probability of something happening based upon past circumstances or likely odds. It is also used as pointing out factors – if this happens than this will likely follow. James has seen examples of this behavior before and he is now highlighting an area of concern.\

As a leader, sometimes the worse thing you can do is single out a person and an event they were involved in, then put it front and center as an example of what not to do. There is always a right way and wrong way to handle these types of situations.
                            REPEAT
Any leader, including parents, should take note of how to deal with this type of scenario.
/In a rare case of serious infractions and blatant corruptions or careless errors, a leader sometimes has to make a strong public example and statement, directed at a person or a group who was involved in the issue. Most of the time, a warning involving examples of similarities is more than sufficient, especially when first addressing a problem. James had most likely had witnessed this exact issue (Jam 2:1-4) and was getting ahead of the problem.\
Because we have dug deeper into the historic background and also took a deep dive into chapter one, we know some of the ongoing issues.
This appears to be one that was bubbling up within this congregation perhaps more than just once.
So, these first few verses are zeroing in on the first area of problems Pastor James wants to address.
In chapter one, he was calling out the works programs, or religious nonsense, some of the members were standing in as a form of godliness. 
Now he is going to point out what this type of attitude has led to within the congregation;
/Jam 2:1 - with an attitude of personal favoritism.
This is one Greek word, prosōpolēmpsia, meaning having a strong partiality toward something or someone. It is really emphasizing bias toward a person. Prejudice comes in many shapes and sizes.\
PROSS-O-POLY-AH-SEE-A, it really comes from a root word meaning respect. In this case meaning disrespect. 

The faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, should never be associated with partiality, really any form of personal discrimination was not in the essence of Jesus during HIS earthly ministry. Therefore, we know prejudice toward someone is not in the nature of GOD.
God always calls out evil and tells us to separate from it.
Yet it is not based upon personal prejudice, like social status, skin color or any cultural details, other then evil. 
The Lord of glory Himself shows no partiality and so neither should those who put their faith in Him.

We will close today in Acts chapter ten so feel free to go over to Acts 10.
God has never showed partiality even though some folks teach that only Isreal was called into salvation, until the Apostle Paul was brought forth with knowledge of mystery doctrine. 
I do not teach that.
The bible does not back that up. 
I know of good Christians and solid teachers who touch on this subject matter and even teaching, that mystery doctrine belonged solely to the Apostle Paul. 
They teach or believe that the 11 other apostles were completely clueless to mystery doctrine until the Apostle Paul began teaching.
Again, I do not want to be caught up in angry debates over this.
But I am comfortable teaching the facts that salvation was ALWAYS faith alone in Christ alone…for EVERYONE.
The Apostle Paul was absolutely the master instructor for mystery doctrine.
                          REPEAT
Yet the 11 other apostles were given insight into this even before Christ blinded Saul of Tarsus. 
You can come to your own conclusions.  
I have given you plenty of teaching on the subject matter.

/Deu 10:17 “For the LORD your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who does not show partiality, nor take a bribe. 18 “He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and shows His love for the stranger by giving him food and clothing.\

During the Age of Isreal within the OT leading up into Jesus’s ministry in the NT, dozens of examples are seen as GOD used the people of Israel and HIS word, to call all cultures and nations, or people into HIS family. 

/Deu 10:19 “So show your love for the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.

God has always taught HIS people to open not only the gospel up for EVERYONE, but also our hearts and attitudes.\
There is no partiality with God. 
There never has been.

Now notice the vision the Apostle Peter was given. This happened during the early formation of the church when the Apostle Paul was still being rejected by the majority of Jewish converts. It was during the period Paul was still transitioning into his apostleship. 
/The cross of Christ is the opening of the CA and interruption of Israel. Yet it is the day of Pentecost (Act 2:1-5) that separates the OT saints from the NT saints. The Bels of the CA began in one place (upper room) and spread from that point, so that everyone who was baptized by the HS became Church Age Believers.\
All Bels go to heaven just in different order. The CA Bels go up at the Rapture, the dead in CHRIST go first followed by those who are alive and still remain.
OT Bels are resurrected at the 2nd Advent.
In Acts 10 - God will use a Roman solider named Cornelius who was a believer in the true GOD of Israel, he had rejected the false gods of his own country. He was positive and open and he was going to be led into the life of the Apostle Peter.

First God wakes up Cornelius and now HE wakes up Peter with a very graphic vision; 
Act 10:9 On the next day, as they were on their way and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray.
This was high noon which was a common time for prayer. Not only recognized in Judaism but the early Christian church followed this as well, because it was a time of day to stop, eat and relax for a period of time. 
Act 10:10 But he became hungry and wanted to eat; but while they were making preparations, he fell into a trance;
/Act 10:11 and he saw the sky opened up, and an object like a great sheet coming down, lowered by four corners to the ground,

This resembled a type of tablecloth, which would have been common in the ancient world. They often wrapped a full meal ready for prep, in a large linen, cloth and then spread it out on the table.\

This would be an easy way to carry a large meal ready to prepare, having it bundled up and tied then thrown over your shoulder. 

Act 10:12 and on it were all kinds of four-footed animals and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the sky.
Act 10:13 A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat!”
/The Apostle Peter is about to be shaken from any of his legalism in relation to former restrictions from the Mosaic law. There was still a strong desire for true Israelites who are now Christians, to keep separate from Gentiles and stay tied into rituals and restrictions from the LAW. Many of these were forbidden in the Israeli diet. \ 
We will cover this in the next message, but the spiritual connotation was very strong within this vision.
That time of Mosaic restrictions was over – there was a new Church age underway and God was making this very apparent to the Apostle Peter.

/Even though, the Apostle Peter knew what happened at the Cross and understood what happened at Pentecost, it was still difficult to release those former lifestyle attitudes and habits. Partiality is often carried deep within until GOD reveals it to us, often in a very humbling fashion.\ 
Peter would have to embrace the new and let go of the old in every aspect.

Act 10:14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.”
Act 10:15 Again a voice came to him a second time, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.”
/Act 10:16 This happened three times, and immediately the object was taken up into the sky.

This was designed as a powerful wake up both naturally and spiritually for the life of Peter as a teacher and church leader. He could not continue to cling onto old ways and old attitudes in this new dispensation.\ 
Act 10:17 Now while Peter was greatly perplexed in mind as to what the vision which he had seen might mean, behold, the men who had been sent by Cornelius had asked directions to Simon’s house, and they appeared at the gate;
/Although Paul was charged with the awakening of the Gentiles, all of the apostles would touch outward beyond the culture of the Jews to bring the gospel into the whole world.  

Mat 28:19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,\
From Genesis into Revelation there is a call to the whole world to come to believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ.
The apostles first mission was directed at the lost sheep of Israel, but that was not the final mission.
/After the day of Pentecost, many of the apostle were evangelizing in Gentile regions and teaching basic concepts about mystery doctrine in places like Greece & Italy and into Syria (Andrew/Thaddeus). Places like Turkey (Philip) and India (Thomas), as well as Arminia (Bartholomew), not to mention the deacons and teachers that were bred under these men.\ 
Then you had all the original followers of Christ who also did travelling ministries out into the Gentile world.  Men like Mark, Luke, Titus, Barnabas, Matthias and Philip the deacon, who evangelized to an Ethiopian man in Acts 8, all travelled outward and touched the Gentile world. 
Act 10:18 and calling out, they were asking whether Simon, who was also called Peter, was staying there.
Act 10:19 While Peter was reflecting on the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are looking for you.
/Act 10:20 “But get up, go downstairs and accompany them without misgivings, for I have sent them Myself.”

This was a powerful Divine Appointment. Designed to change all people involved in it. A Divine appointment can be subtle or slow moving, or very abrupt and loud, either way do not ignore them! \ 

/God will sometimes touch our life in an uncomfortable fashion. HE may challenge your comfort zone and place someone, or something in your path which appears disruptive, yet it is designed to wake you up. This is why being in tune spiritually matters, so you do not miss the opportunities or shy away from the challenge.\ 

/Preconceived notions and subtle prejudices take time and sometimes a painful squeeze to be revealed, then placed into the open for us to take a hard look at. God can not fill up a soul that is stubborn and already filled with old clutter and garbage that has taken deep root. HE will always attempt to shake up and wake up a Bel. Yet free will has to surrender to HIS plan and HIS purpose and let go of our own. \
