Mat # 23
Mat chapter 4 intro

/The Lord Jesus Christ had recently been baptized in a public display of acceptance of the will of God the Father.\
This is truly the awakening and kick off of the 1st Advent…though technically the birth of TLJC was the beginning.

/One principle all Bel’s should be aware of; when you commit to the plan of God and the kingdom of darkness sees you stepping forward in an area that will expose them or gains momentum for yourself or others in God’s plan, that is a time you will face satanic attacks.\

Mat 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry.
Mat 4:3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”
Before getting too far into chapter 4 we have to cover a few basic doctrines that will help people understand the Hypostatic Union & the humanity of Christ. 
/The deity of Christ is not able to be tempted, the humanity of Jesus Christ has the ability to be tempted but was sustained by the Holy Spirit. The Doctrine of the Hypostatic Union definitively tells us Jesus Christ is 100% God & 100% man.\

The doctrine of the Hypostatic Union is the definition of the uniqueness of TLJC.
He is God in every sense of the word like God the father…God the HS….yet TLJC is a man just like you & I.
/Adam came into the world by the hand of God (void of human parents) with no OSN.
The Lord Jesus Christ (humanity) was divinely born by the power of the Holy Spirit and the reproductive system of Mary, also with no OSN.\
Yet Adam failed…the first Adam brought forth a nature that is capable of sinning…not only capable but prone to being anti-god at its very core.
/Both the 1st Adam and the last Adam (Christ) were born in perfection. Both had the ability to sin, without a nature of sin in their soul structure. It was Satan Himself in both cases who introduced sin.\

The first Adam along with his wife readily accepted this sin nature by biting the forbidden fruit.

There are some deep and interesting principles surrounding the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of Good & Evil.
We may cover these in a lesson down the road…right now the important principle to understand is;

/The one tree off limits for the first man & woman was the Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil. Satan’s plan incorporates evil and human good, both outside the plan of God. They chose Satan’s plan therefore accepting a sin nature.\

The presence of that tree in the center of the perfect garden tells us the Angelic Conflict is right in front of us.
It tells us right from the beginning Satan and his army of fallen angels have a set of goals and skills to carry out their plan. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ even in His humanity was tempted by Satan Himself and stayed in the plan of God.

In His deity TLJC is impeccable, He can not sin but His humanity is capable even though it lacks the human gene structure to carry the OSN.

/Jesus Christ voluntarily restricted His divine power (Doctrine of Kenosis) while He maintained His earthly ministry.
Phil 2:7 but emptied (kenoo’) Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.\

This Greek verb KEN-NAH-OH….can be viewed as empty but also to lay aside or render something useless.
It is better said that TLJC set aside His power and relied upon the power of God the HS and the word of God to sustain His ministry than to say TLJC empty His power…that is not really accurate.

The uniqueness of Adam ended abruptly at the tree of the knowledge of good & evil when Adam listened to Eve and ate the forbidden fruit.

/Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—\

Don’t be fooled no matter what human being God would have created & put in that Garden …he or she would have fallen at some point or another.

It is only TLJC who could come in full humanity and fulfilled the perfect role as the spotless lamb ready for sacrifice.

The important principle to note is that our Lord was tempted beyond what we could handle because He was God in the flesh…so His temptations were much more difficult than what we would have faced.
/Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.\
The interesting aspect of the 40 days of temptations in the wilderness were day in and day out tempting that we only get to see a small piece of which was recorded.
/ Mat 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
To be tempted - is in the aorist tense, meaning repeated during the forty days, temptation over and over, along with lack of nutrition (fasting).\

The interesting principle about fasting in this study is that it is not always about food but can be a serious process of shutting down all distractions and turning away from normal conversations and social activity to focus on the Bible & prayer.
/Notice also the Holy Spirit is leading our Lord into the test. This scripture implies no sooner had our Lord been baptized than He followed the will of God into the desert scenario which would be Satan’s first attempt at distracting and pushing Christ into using His deity.\

Satan knew by now the Cross would be coming sooner or later…Satan and his fallen angels had been around long enough to hear the OT prophets and see the written words of men like Moses & David. 
/Often times a Bel has a great victory or a step up into maturity and it is than that the kingdom of darkness will pressure and distract that Bel to pull them off course. In this case it was an attempt at stopping the Cross at Calvary.\

We often get lost in our victories…we sometimes get comfortable when things are going smoothly and many Bels peel away during times of prosperity.
Satan is looking for that opening. 
/1Pet 5:8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
Eph 4:27 and do not give the devil an opportunity.\

When you are strong and your life seems in order and the victory is on your side…that my friends is sometimes the best opportunity for you to push yourself spiritually and gain more doctrinal knowledge to be prepared for when the next attack comes up. 
And it will come…Satan and his army, are nothing if not relentless. 

Notice in Matthew chapter 4 the temptation & fasting went on for 40 days.


/The number 40 in scripture (used 146x) is often associated with a testing period or disciplinary action allowed by God for growth, spiritual testing or discipline in order to wake people up. It often ends with a blessing or the finish of a generation.\ 
Let us look at Mat 4 verse 3 which has a lot of doctrinal principles linked to it.

/ Mat 4:3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”
The Greek translation is closer to the continued tempter (ongoing or persistent).\

We get a view into the persistent and relentless nature of Satan and his legion of fallen angels.

We often think we have a victory and we will never face the challenge again yet it is the arrogant nature of fallen angels to circle back around time and again to test your defenses. 
/ Mat 4:3 “If You are the Son of God,” is in the first class condition- which really reads- If You are always the Son of God and I know that You are.\

Satan was well aware he was in the presence of God in the flesh. The trick was to get TLJC to use His divine power and do something that would put Him outside the will of God which in turn would cancel out the future cross. 
/Mat 4:3 command that these stones become bread.”
Become independent from the plan of God is what Satan is really saying. It is his goal for the Bel as well.\

What did he do with Esh & Eshua in the garden…the man and woman went rogue…stepped outside the boundaries God had set for them. 

Most people today …I’m talking born again Bels are outside the plan of God….outside the will of God for their lives. Easy targets for Satan and his fallen legion. 

Truth be told…Satan does very little…he is completely happy with Bels who are oblivious to the word of God, living for self, acting on their own impulses and desires. They are doing more work for him than they are for God, he loves that!

It is like a fully trained soldier who refuses to pick up his rifle and engage the enemy as they march past him. 

You become a hindrance for your side not a help.
Reminds of the story of the civil war soldier who was so afraid he put on the jacket of the Confederate army he was part of but the hat & pants of the Union army he had found on the battlefield.

He thought he could escape getting killed by doing this and the first field he ran across soldiers from both sides shot him full of holes. 
This is the life of many secular Bels who like to play church once or twice a month but dedicate themselves to living in the devil’s world. Pick a side folks, there are only two sides!

Let us close with some important principles about the first few verse of Mat chapter 4.
/Christ was being tempted while He was hungry to release (sin) the filling power of the Holy Spirit, step away from the plan of God and simply live in who, & what He truly is….Divine Power, almighty God. \

Satan will often use something within the Bel that seems natural for them…common… but it is just enough to get them distracted from PPOG.

/Satan & his army attack when the opportunity is ripe, like fatigue or hunger when we are at a weak point. Other times they may sit idle while we have a victory and use a sneak attack when we least expect it.\ 
Another principle overlooked in these passages is the fact that it is God’s job to provide logistical grace for His children.

/The bread was not unlawful to eat, nor would it be outside of something Christ (deity) would do for anyone who was hungry, yet in that moment it was up to God the Father to supply all His needs.\

Bels often go outside the plan of God and try to gain wealth or a relationship that they should have waited upon God to supply. Neither are wrong…it is the manner in which we get them that often gets us into trouble. REPEAT
/In this scene of Christ being tempted in His hunger we see Him rely upon God and fully understand God’s plan is to get to the Cross, therefore Jesus (humanity) is showing faith in the plan.\ 
This is why understanding scripture and the will of God for our lives becomes of great value. Jesus Christ knew the scripture…He knew the plan…nothing was unfolding that He didn’t realize was part of God’s plan. 
Jesus Christ knew about the coming Cross long before John the Baptist put Him into the Jordan River. 

/Understanding the scripture and how God’s word is filled with promises and prophecy is something we gain faith from and learn to live in, giving us great discernment.\ 
This means we gather scripture that we know can give us assurance that God is there for His children.

Let’s finish now with a full buffet of God’s Promises.

/Exo 14:14 The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent.
Isa 40:29 He gives strength to the weary,
And to him who lacks might He increases power.\

The continued word in Isa chapter 40 is a famous scripture which should build the Bel up.
/Isa 40:31 Yet those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength;
They will mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired,
They will walk and not become weary.\

That is if they are filled with the HS walking inside the plan of God.

Many of these scriptures are dependent upon the Bel growing up to spiritual maturity.
/Isa 41:10 Do not fear, for I am with you;
Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.\

Taking in BD and having that serious relationship with God matters if we want these promises to come to fruition in our lives.
/Isa 54:17“No weapon that is formed against you will prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their vindication is from Me,” declares the LORD.\
You would think most Bels would want to gain more insight & wisdom.
Most Bels should want spiritual growth.
/Jam 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.\
Then look at verse 6 because this is an important piece of the puzzle!

/Jam 1:6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.\
ELABORATE
/Jam 4:7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
We don’t go looking for the devil and attempt to fight…we resist and stand firm in our doctrine.\
This next one is so valuable for Bels after salvation…because it was written for Bels in the CA.

/1Joh 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.\

/2Chron 7:14 and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.\

God forgives….God is in the business of forgiveness. Not only does He forgive He will walk ahead of during times of attacks and chaos if you are maintaining fellowship with Him.
/Deu 31:8 “The LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”\

Don’t worry about what the world says to you…you are a child of God. 
/Jer 29:11 ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.\

God has already given His highest and best for you…what more do you need Him to prove to you?
/Joh 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”\

So even when the humanity of Christ was hungry and under attack in the desert He knew God supplied everything He needed. 
/Phil 4:19 And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.\
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