Mat 242
Pick up your cross Believer

We are going to cover a two, or three- part series in looking at the current verse we left off in last lesson – it is our study of Matthew chapter 16;
/Mat 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.\
Please turn to the gospel of John chapter 14 with me RF.

As you go to John chapter 14 I want to highlight two principles we will study.
First is what I touched on last lesson but did not elaborate…to deny yourself in order to follow the Lord.
The second will be to pick up your cross which we will need to look at in deeper context.
We covered a detail description of the cross last lesson – it was a medically sound description and reality of crucifixion. 
Though I am sure I stumbled on a few medical terms I believe I got the visual point across of what the term CROSS meant in the Roman dominated culture in the day of the Apostles. 

The first principle we need to clear up is the call for those who want to be intimate with TLJC that they deny self;
/ To deny self - means to acknowledge the OSN and begin to live habitually in the new nature. For the Bel to reject religion & human works and focus on true spirituality which means to reflect the life of Jesus Christ.\

Now in John chapter fourteen TLJC is reminding HIS Apostles and closest disciples who have a desire to be intimate with HIM – that they need to follow HIS teaching and find comfort in what HE has taught them.
Before the cross the intensity of attacks and negative attention from Jewish and Roman leadership was now reaching a peak.

Jhn 14:1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.
Jhn 14:2 “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.
Jhn 14:3 “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.
TLJC is reminding them, that in their unique union with HIM we who are Bels, are taken up into the heavenly. 
And for the CA Bels we all are gathered up during the Rapture - the dead in Christ first and those who alive will go up immediately afterward. 
Jhn 14:4 “And you know the way where I am going.”
/Jhn 14:5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way (hodos)?”
This means- a highway or route to get to a destination, to travel on a journey. \
HO-DOS is a Greek word for a pathway or route but also a form of conduct.
The right process of thinking and acting is also part of this word – a mental journey that leads to the physical destination.     REPEAT
These are already born-again Bels and serious followers…in other words, this is not just a salvation message being spoken from our Lord.

/Jhn 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
These scriptures are written in the Greek present tense – Jesus is saying I am always the way, truth & light – I will always have a place for those who are with Me.\
The concept here is the three divine pathways which also ties into the power of the Trinity. Each member has a different responsibility in the plan.

God the HS provides the way for a Bel to come to recognize the work of TLJC – and then Jesus lived the protocol life for us to follow, it is HIS mind where we find truth. God the Father’s plan is perfect giving us that eternal life which is a light in this dark world. 
TLJC makes this statement to doubting Thomas but it held greater meaning then just what we read on the surface.

Thomas was probably the last Apostle to get off the fence as to what he fully believed.
Thomas may have been either a Bel who fluctuates in their faith which many of us do from time to time, or perhaps he had not come to put his faith accurately in TLJC at this point.
Most Biblical scholars think Thomas was one of those Bels who constantly struggled with his faith – 
at least until after the resurrection of the LORD we can see that attitude in Thomas.

/Jhn 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life (zōē);
The pathway of those who want to be intimate with the Lord, they deny self. The way is always through faith alone in Christ alone, the truth is a serious focus on BD, the life is more abundant, filled and vigorous with divine power.\
ZOE-A life, is true spirituality, it is a life in time… right now – filled with God’s power and an abundance of vigor that goes beyond human imagination.
It is the Bel living in their divine position and in doing so they are able to receive God’s highest and best, not just in eternity… but right now, in time!

So, to deny self - is not quitting all your bad habits, that comes slowly and naturally as you grow in God’s plan.
To deny yourself - is about putting your priorities of life in line with the word of God. Become a Bel who is serious about reaching SM. 

The crazy thing is that most people, Bel or Unbel… if they are being honest would say that they want the best out of life – they want to reap blessings from this life.

That is exactly what God wants to do for His children, bless them. HE wants them to reach levels of maturity so their capacity can handle HIS blessings, but they need to be SM enough, which means their desires line up with God’s plan.

That is why TLJC said to his closest followers if want to truly be intimate with me – follow me, deny your flesh and the lies of the world and pick up your cross as I am doing.
/ Mat 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.

Mat 10:38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.\
This is not telling every Bel to get themselves in a position to suffer some form of crucifixion.

It is telling Bels to pick up something - make a positive effort to stay in the plan of God, which may mean from time to time to face the adversity set in front of you.
/Luk 14:27 “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple (mathētēs).
HIS OWN CROSS – each Bel has their own walk. You must be a serious student wanting to study under the Master.\
MATH-AH-TAS – where we get our English word mathematician from.

This word and especially its root word, has the connotation of hard work, meaning a deep study. Having the habit of learning and research in your life. 
Being a studious pupil. 
You see there are levels to our relationship with TLJC. There are levels concerning how we grow inside the plan of God – there are levels to what a cross in your life may mean at any given time. 
Also, there are differences between your cross and someone else’s cross as well.

Turn to Colossians chapter one with me RF.

/Getting across the salvation goal line is not the end of the Christian life but it can be for those with no interest of following after the Lord in a true love relationship. Salvation marks the beginning of the Christian walk. In the same formula of faith and grace you became born again, will be the same formula for growth. The difference is, now comes application of the word which means knowledge of the word.\

This is the call to use the indwelling power of the Trinity within you now. Put your human viewpoint and flesh to the side – deny that old self life.

God has instilled HIS essence and plan deep in your soul structure, Christ is in there ready to reflect HIMSELF in your life and God the HS is waiting for you to utilize HIS filling power. 

Look at Col 1:21 where the Apostle Paul is in his first prison sentence in Rome and he is writing to several churches. 
Col 1:21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,
Paul is speaking about the state of the Unbel…they are enemies of the cross of Christ.
Col 1:22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—
That is speaking to the eternal position of every Bel – even the one who is engaged in sin today.
Notice I said position not condition. 

/Col 1:23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.\
If is in the first class condition and this means -  if you do continue in your spiritual walk something positive will happen even though as verse 21 states-
You were hostile toward God in your former life.
It does not matter after salvation and even more so you can have a profound effect if you remain steadfast inside the plan of God. 

That is the call Jesus was saying to HIS Apostles in Matthew 16:24 set aside the OSN and lies of the cosmic system and follow ME.

/Col 1:24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions.
The reference in this is that Paul as leader, will pick up his cross for the church. This points to a pastor having to undergo fatigue, doubt and personal struggles to fill a void that is lacking in the body.\
That is exactly what this tells us – the body of Christ will not have all its members active in their spiritual walk.

Those in position of leadership and the serious students of the word have to pick up the slack and the burden and problems that others could sustain now fall on those who stand in the gap.
                      REPEAT
Turn to 1Thessalonians chapter 3.

/The reality of the Christian way of life is not all of the Royal Family move at the same pace or even continue to keep moving forward, so to deny self and follow the Lord you need to be willing to go it alone at times. The Bel can not look to others for strength because many times you will be disappointed and this leads to frustration in the long run. Your strength must come from your relationship with the Lord.\
If you continually look to others to lift you up you are setting yourself up for an emotional rollercoaster in your spiritual life. 
This almost always end with frustration and bitterness toward others and toward the word of God. The sign of a maturing Bel is their intimate reliance upon God and the word of God to sustain them during adversity and confusion.     REPEAT

Friends and family are wonderful to have and you should cherish them - just realize many times they will not be there and even when they are, they may not give the best advice. 

Paul had to deal with false doctrine and stubborn Bels in Thessalonica, many were confused about doctrines surrounding the Rapture & End Times.

And yet Paul had already taught them and sent Timothy there as a pastor as well.
1Th 3:1 Therefore when we could endure it no longer, we thought it best to be left behind at Athens alone,
/1Th 3:2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith,\
The pastor teacher and accurate teaching of the word is what counsels us and gives us strength. When the Bel gets to this point in their spiritual walk they are really getting to a new level of growth.
The verbal attacks had come upon them and now false teachers had infiltrated the area and division and strife arose in this congregation.
/1Th 3:3 so that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this.
Sometimes we pick up a cross with others and they do not withstand the attack and you have to stand in the gap.\

Keep in mind Paul was always dealing with groups of Bels and their problems and personality conflicts, on top of that Roman and Jewish leadership had a relentless aggression toward all the Apostles - especially Paul. 

/1Th 3:4 For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know.
Paul knew about picking up a cross daily as the leader & Apostle of the Church Age.\ 

1Th 3:5 For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor would be in vain.
Paul always had concern for those congregations under his authority.

The other lesson wrapped up in this is the fact that the Apostle Paul knew from experience that Bels who are taught good, solid BD can still peel away and end up following false teachers.
No one is above getting bored or falling away from the truth and getting into an emotional spin. 
In fact, some Bels listen to BD for years and in a few short weeks or months go completely in the other direction. 
1Th 3:6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you always think kindly of us, longing to see us just as we also long to see you,
1Th 3:7 for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were comforted about you through your faith;
1Th 3:8 for now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord.
Paul is saying he is lifted up spiritually and even emotionally by the faith of many who stood their ground and stayed the course in their congregation. 

The reality is the attacks are going to come and the false teaching is out there around the next corner…the challenges and stumbling blocks are real for all of us, it comes down to what you decide to do about it.
Moses is a great example of what TLJC was teaching about picking up your cross.
/Heb 11:24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,\
This is a great example of the two principles we started this lesson with – denying your flesh and picking up your cross.

Moses could have easily remained in the kingdom of the Pharaoh, being treated like a son to the Egyptian King and ignore the plight of his own people.
/Heb 11:26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.
Egypt represents the cosmic system in scripture, it represents what the world can offer us.\
Notice Moses was looking for the reward which means he was heavenly minded not earthly minded.

Moses didn’t just seek rewards from God yet he knew, as we all do, that eternity is real and there is only one God in the heavens. 

So therefore, he would rather work for that reward and blessings then what the world offered him. 

That is a Bel who laid aside his own pleasures and desires and got focused on the plan of God for his life.

The cross Moses picked up will outweigh all of our crosses because the weight of what Moses carried inside the plan of God was the leadership role of a whole generation. He carried the responsibility of the OT scriptures being handled accurately. 

Moses had a host of responsibilities and God knew he was up for the task or HE would not have chosen him.
Moses picked up a heavy cross and actually several other crosses along the way and today he is ranked in scripture and in heaven as a spiritual hero – a giant among Bels.

His blessings and rewards are probably among some of the greatest in the heavens. 

Look what Peter’s outlook was once he had achieved SM.
/1Pet 4:1 Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.\
Peter is saying be prepared for the suffering and challenges that the cosmic system will throw at us.

Peter goes on to say while still here in this flawed body we can walk in a new nature and not be a slave to the OSN.
Let us close with a few key principles;

/Picking up our cross does not always mean our daily life is one of suffering and loss. It usually means that the cosmic system we live in will challenge us and throw stumbling blocks in our path and the Bel must be prepared to apply God’s word daily. It means to be in the new nature prepared for the attacks and lies that surround us every day.\

/There are different crosses at differing points in our spiritual walk. Sometimes the large, painful problems are carried and our only focus for a period of time. God will only give you what you can handle. Other times there are just the common daily challenges that we pick up and deal with in the new nature.\

/There are times of reprieve and relaxation and times of struggle just to get through the week. There are times we are unified in carrying a burden with others but most of the time we pick up a cross and carry it on our own, with the spiritual strength and power of the word of God.\


