James #194
Abraham crossed over in obedience. 

We will be doing the Lord’s Supper at the end of the message today, please be prepared. 
Open back up in our current study of James 2, that is what I often call our anchor study.

Let us read through some of the verses we have covered in the past few months and get us back on track.

Pastor James is dealing with strife, arrogance and pettiness as well as bias attitudes among the Jewish brethren in Jerusalem. 
We covered the background about this letter several times. So hopefully you have been on board with the ministry and have a full understanding of this letter from James.

Jam 2:14 What use is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?
Pastor James is highlighting principles that point to spiritual maturity and what we know as the Fruit of the Spirit.
Jas 2:15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,
Jas 2:16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?

This is telling us that application of the WORD should become evident in a true Believers life at some point.

Jas 2:17 In the same way, faith also, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.
Dead works speaks to the Bel walking in temporal death – no divine production.
Operational Death.
Jas 2:18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”
Jas 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.
We just spent nearly 8 hours on the study of demons and what precisely this scripture teaches us. 
Jas 2:20 But are you willing to acknowledge, you foolish person, that faith without works is useless?
The Christian will naturally display the Fruit of the Spirit as they grow – either that or they remain in a form of death, due to no spiritual growth.

/Jas 2:21 Was our father Abraham not justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?\
Jas 2:22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;
Jas 2:23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called a friend of God.
Now verses 20 into 23 is an answer to the rhetorical question concerning faith.

These 3 verses flow right together for our next series.
Pastor James first uses an example that will awaken these Jewish Bels – Father Abraham. 
There was… and really still are, two subject matters that will always perk up the ears of the Jews - Father Abraham and the Mosaic law.
/Faith without works is speaking to operational death or divine production inside the plan of God. The strong emphasis in chapter two begins to shine a spotlight on the lack of growth in a congregation. The fact that many Christians (in this case Jewish brethren) were very legalistic, yet had little signs of maturity (FRUIT) in their life was problematic.\ 

Unfortunately, it is very typical today as well.
Many Christians become well skilled in the area of the inhaling of doctrine and putting on a display of fleshly works. Instead of real growth, which becomes evident in the exhale of BD in our lifestyle. Divine production as the Fruit of the Spirit manifests in our walk.
                           REPEAT
Go back into the OT – Genesis chapter 12 RF. We need to first begin this series with a full understanding of how and when Abraham became born again and saved.
/Pastor James is not stating that Abaraham became justified at the moment of obedience, when he prepared to sacrifice Isaac. At the moment of faith alone in Christ alone, ALL BELS in any age, receive salvation (doctrine of Soteriology); Justification, Sanctification, Propitiation, Reconciliation, Redemption, Adoption, Newness of life (spirit).\ 
These are core doctrines of salvation. 
This is …and has always been, the standard for anyone who believes upon The Lord Jesus Christ.  
What most people do not digest fully is that we grow into maturity within several of these grace gifts.
It doesn’t matter what dispensation or Believer we look into – OT or NT, Moses or Abraham, Isaac and Jacob… as well as Peter and Paul, along with you and I… salvation has always been the same.
Now in the CA dispensation we are privy to more grace gifts, just as in the OT they were privy to more physical contact of the miracles and wonders of GOD.
                           REPEAT
There are some who teach that the OT saints had to involve obedience in works to secure salvation…I do not teach that because it is not biblical. 
Faith alone in Christ alone…is always the standard.
Others may point out that Abraham was saved in Genesis 15;
/Gen 15:5 And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 Then he believed in the LORD; and He credited it to him as righteousness.\

I am not trying to be controversial I am simply pointing what the HS has led me to believe over the years. 
Whether you think he was born again and saved in Genesis 15 …or 12 is not the issue. 
Either way, I implore you to fully understand the doctrine of soteriology – that will clarify that Pastor James is not speaking upon Abraham’s conversion with Isaac in chapter 22 of Genesis. 

Hear me out and listen carefully to what I am going to teach you - and then come to your own conclusions. 
/Gen 12:1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country, And from your relatives And from your father’s house, To the land which I will show you;

Abram was under the authority of his father Terah, who had been an official under Nimrod’s empire.\ 
Abram was also a student of the teaching concerning the one true GOD. The GOD who created mankind in the Garden and brought the flood to wash the earth clean. The same Triune God who destroyed the tower of Babel and scattered mankind. 

Abram needed to make a decision.
Gen 12:2 And I will make you into a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing;
Gen 12:3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”
/God is telling Abram in a vision or a dream, I want to bless you and make you a great leader for MY people;
And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”
ALL THOSE WHO BELIEVE AS YOU ARE ABOUT TO DO – that is where the blessing is found.\
The nation will come forth from you and a blessing for the whole world will be seen in what I WILL DO for you. 

God said I WILL MAKE YOU and I WILL BLESS YOU…it hadn’t happened yet because free will matters. 
/The Hebrew language does not emphasize past or present tense as the Greek does. They used a type, such as imperfect or perfect, to display an action of the verb. 
I will make you (ʿāśâ)- the Qal stem in the imperfect, means there is action, or production happening, not yet completed.\ 
AH-SAW is the Hebrew verb - it is imperfect, which means working on something not yet done, or about to be done. 
The perfect verb would be complete.
God is offering Abram something here. 
                         REPEAT
A great nation will be born from you and the blessing will carry for everyone if they have the same faith you are about to display. 
/Gen 12:4 So Abram went away as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

Abram stepped out of the cosmic system influence and into the plan of God. Real faith has two distinct earmarks – a surrender into a reliance, and obedience.\ 
At this point Abram has faith in the one true God – which we know is TLJC as well. This is the point GOD begins to work in Abram’s life.
/The term HEBREW is now given to Abram as a new man, or a new culture is born. The word Hebrew comes from two root words, meaning one who crosses over the river. Or one who has crossed from beyond where Eber was from. One of the grandsons of Shem (Gen 10:23-25). Abram and his bloodline became known as Hebrews from that point forward – starting with the war of kings (Gen 14).\ 
This is the very beginning of his faith. Gen 12 when Abram left his father and the wickedness behind and took a journey trusting in GOD.

Notice where the blessing comes from – the line of Shem;
/Gen 9:26 He also said, “Blessed be the LORD, The God of Shem; And may Canaan be his servant. 27 “May God enlarge Japheth, And may he live in the tents of Shem; And may Canaan be his servant.”

The line of Jesus is traced through history from Shem.\
Do not miss the seed war of Genesis 3:15 I have touched a lot in recent years. Who was in the line of Canaan…actually the line of Ham, it was Cush and Canaan. 
Shem is given the blessing.
That is not our study today… our focus is on Abram who became a new man inside the plan of God. He was called a Hebrew from Genesis 12 forward. 
Prior to this he was known as an Arab, or even a Babylonian because he was born in Ur of the Chaldeans. 
/Gen 14:13 Then a survivor came and told Abram the Hebrew. Now he was residing by the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner, and they were allies with Abram.

The shadow of the Believer becoming a new creature in CHRIST. We cross over from death in the cosmic system, to light and eternal life in Union with HIM!\  
Think about this, Abram and his father’s household were enemies of God.

This is long before the birth of Isaac and even long before circumcision was introduced in chapter 17.  
I hope I made my case to you concerning Gen 12 and the conversion of Abraham. God cannot have fellowship with an Unbel and very early on, God was speaking to and guiding Abraham even before he was circumcised.

Now as we prepare to take in the LORD’s Supper, let us look at some principles in relation to the doctrine of Soteriology;
/Salvation is given to the whole world, the only trigger mechanism for the grace gifts of God begin and end with our free will. No one can receive a free gift if they reject the giver and the gift.
Justification                  Propitiation
Sanctification               Reconciliation
Redemption                 Newness of life
Adoption                                  \          
Some of these we put on display in our temporal walk, in other words we grow into them as we hit levels of maturity.   
Specifically, justification and sanctification, these two become grace gifts we grow into during our temporal walk.  
By this I mean we receive them and will always have them as grace gifts, permanent as part of eternal security.
Yet Justification and Sanctification have a secondary tier within them. That as a Bel grows into maturity these two grace gifts shine forth in association with your crowns, blessings and rewards.   REPEAT   
/Justification is a legal term for a righteous person – one who has been proven to absolved of any guilt. Though they have been proclaimed guilty and a debt is due – they have been vindicated. Because of the RIGHTEOUSNESS of Christ and His impeccable work all guilt is removed from the Bel. Our justification is never removed or added onto. Yet it can become incredibly evident in our lives as was the case for Abraham with Isaac (Gen 22).\
Just as our sanctification can become evident as we grow into SM. When your grace gifts of justification and sanctification become evident to others. So much so, that it is shining forth and touching outward to others, this is a guarantee of greater blessings, crowns and rewards. 
Jesus Christ gave this to the whole world…40 grace gifts and so much more. A world that often rejects HIM and ridicules HIM…and yet though they do not love HIM, or honor HIM…HE died for all of us.
Jhn 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.
Heb 12:2 looking only at Jesus, the originator and perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Let us remember HIM today and every day, our precious Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Let me read from the Apostle Paul as we partake of the Lord’s Supper.
For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”

In remembrance of our LORD let us eat the bread.

In the same way He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Let us drink the cup.

Let us pray…amen. 

