Mat 236
The Rock - His work is perfect

Today we will take an overview of the Rock known as TLJC in scripture. It will be a look at how the Bel needs to trust in HIS perfect work and relax in HIS strength and eternal security. 

So, sit back because it will be a smooth transition from one scripture to the next with not much turning of pages for you. But I think God the HS put together great ingredients for a lesson on the Rock today.

There are many who held the name Rock in one aspect or another but there is only one perfect and all-powerful ROCK and that is TLJC.

When Moses was at the end of his life and realized it was Joshua who would take the lead into the promised land, Moses made certain to remind the Israelites who had carried their fathers out of slavery and sustained them in the wilderness.
/Deu 32:4 “The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice,
Righteous and upright is He.\
The prophetic call in this points to the coming cross of TLJC – it is HIS work on that cross that secured salvation.
It is HIS work on the cross that stands firm in the divine courtroom of heaven because it is divine righteousness and justice was served for the sins of all mankind. 
It is HIS divine work on that cross that puts an end to rebellion and the angelic conflict once and for all time. 

And when the Jews ran out of fresh drinking water in the wilderness God told Moses to strike the ROCK for fresh water that sustains human life.
Did you know the average human being will begin to dehydrate to the point of death at about 72 hours without water and yet the average person can live over 3 weeks without food. 

When the Bible uses terms like water of the word and the refreshment of the water from the spiritual life it is for good reason and we should take it seriously.
/Exo 17:6 “Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.\
Horeb is the Hebrew name for desert or dry land - it was what they called the area around Mount Sinai.

Though we stand on the dry land with no fresh water in sight and our bodies are breaking down and facing death – it is when we stand on the ROCK, following the plan of God and then receive refreshment from TLJC, HIS words and HIS love give us fresh water.

That is where true life is RF.

In standing on the rock and then striking the rock, Moses was not only pointing to the coming Messiah - Jesus Christ, he was demonstrating the Cross at Calvary as well.
The Apostle Paul wrote about the Exodus generation that: 
they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.”
/1Cor 10:3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.\
The ROCK which was always there for them to stand upon and rely upon – the ROCK which gives forth the waters of life.
And also, that the ROCK was struck in order to gives us eternal waters of life.
/Isa 53:4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried;
Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.\

It is the work of TLJC that proves HE is the only one deserving the title of the ROCK.
HIS body whipped, beaten and hung on a cross for the payment of our sins – He was struck down so we would not be.

And when Moses wanted to experience God up close and personal it was the ROCK who he stood upon and relied upon for safety because the awesome glory and power of God up close and personal would be too much for the human body to handle. 
/Exo 33:21 Then the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by Me, and you shall stand there on the rock;
The Bel stands upon the Lord Jesus Christ, in union with Him in order to stand in the presence of God and the heavenly realm.\
Again, we see the reminder of the humanity and deity of Christ wrapped up in the Hypostatic Union for our benefit forever. 
There is nothing any good man or good woman can do to stand up to the heavens it is simply arrogance and impossible in our flesh to be divinely righteous.
/Exo 33:22 and it will come about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by.\
Go to Numbers chapter 20 with RF.

TLJC is our covering right now in time and in eternity. 
Because HE is who HE is, and has done what He has done, we reap spiritual benefits and power beyond our imagination. 

Now in Numbers chapter 20 we have the Jewish people who have already been out in the wilderness for many years…in fact about 30 years had passed. 

Moses is now dealing with a large portion of the new generation of Bels.
/Num 20:8 “Take the rod; and you and your brother Aaron assemble the congregation and speak to the rock before their eyes, that it may yield its water. You shall thus bring forth water for them out of the rock and let the congregation and their beasts drink.”\
Remember before Moses had to strike the ROCK to get water…now he is told to speak to the ROCK.
The instruction was to pick up the rod which was a symbol of divine authority and gather the people…Moses did that part.


Num 20:9 So Moses took the rod from before the LORD, just as He had commanded him;
Num 20:10 and Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly before the rock. And he said to them, “Listen now, you rebels; shall we bring forth water for you out of this rock?”
Moses was frustrated with the people and probably with the plan of God at this point and we see this because Moses begins to lecture and challenge the people and he was never told to do that.

The right thing done in the right way matters.
/Num 20:11 Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came forth abundantly, and the congregation and their beasts drank.
God still honored Moses authority even though this was not the proper protocol that God laid out for Moses.\

Num 20:12 But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you have not believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.”
Num 20:13 Those were the waters of Meribah, because the sons of Israel contended with the LORD, and He proved Himself holy among them.
The Hebrew name MERRI-VAH was given because it was a place of contention & strife and that is what it was named after.
 
/The subtlety of the statement Moses made is sometimes overlooked and everyone focuses on the wrong action which is equally important.
Num 20:10 - “Listen now, you rebels; shall we bring forth water for you out of this rock?”\
Shall WE bring forth water for you…?

Moses in his frustration incorporated himself into the power of God. 
God does all the work and in fact the ROCK needed only to be struck once in symbolic fashion of the Lord going to the cross once…and God had Moses strike the ROCK once before, years earlier. 
                REPEAT      ELABORATE
/Leadership is held to a higher standard but everyone after salvation must give an account for their choices and responsibilities. Eternal security guarantees Moses went to heaven and you & I do as well regardless of mistakes or sins after salvation. Because the ROCK’s work is perfect and complete.\

This is a great analogy for those who wonder if they can miss out on blessings and rewards in time…Moses and Aaron did not enter the promised land.

/The Lord Jesus Christ is the one whose work is perfect we do not add to it in any fashion. When we take guidance from God we need to remove our human expectations and pride from the equation. Otherwise we may put our flesh into the mix and the consequence may be a delay or removal of a blessing.\

You ever hear that term you are your own worst enemy? Often times we are because our flesh gets the best of us.

Moses had a great calling of authority on his life and that takes constant humility.
Notice the water still came out abundantly so God never leaves us or forsakes us even when our failure and sins get in the way.

When the angel of the Lord who many scholars believe to be TLJC came to call upon the young farm boy Gideon, this young Bel had doubts and fear.

But he had enough faith and respect for the Lord to follow instructions even though he was riddled with doubt about his own value inside the plan of God.

Gideon needed reassurance of a future victory and TLJC gave it to him;

/Judg 6:20 And the angel of God said unto him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so.
The emphasis is on what the ROCK will do and we see symbolic victory not only for the Bels but the victory only Christ can bring us in HIS power.\
The Midianites who were attacking the Jews were only flesh and bone, made up of human effort and human strength.

/Judg 6:21 Then the angel of the Lord put out the end of the staff that was in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. Then the angel of the LORD vanished from his sight.\
Our victory is always in the ROCK Jesus Christ! 
And with almost no effort God can touch something in your life that seems impossible to overcome and HE can consume it from your path.

If we are following the instruction of the Lord and applying HIS word and faith to our lives the ROCK will be an all- consuming fire to your enemies – in HIS timing and with HIS touch. 

We see the activity of a theophany again and a reference to the ROCK before Samson was born in Judges chapter 13;
/Judg 13:19 So Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering and offered it on the rock to the LORD, and He performed wonders while Manoah and his wife looked on.\
The ROCK is used in the sacrifice many times in scripture as the symbol of what a unique sacrifice TLJC would be on that cross. 
The rock is the stability that can sustain the all-consuming fire of divine justice because just like a precious gem stone fire will make it shine bright and not destroy it! 
/Judg 13:20 For it came about when the flame went up from the altar toward heaven, that the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on their faces to the ground.
Jesus Christ – the ROCK’s perfect work was a fragrant aroma to the heavens and fulfilled the divine justice needed for all mankind.\ 

There is victory in the ROCK and justice and judgment from the ROCK as well. 

King Saul and his army ran all over the country side chasing David and his band of brothers, it is only by the hand of God that David escaped death several times in his life.

One time, David and his man were literally a few hundred yards away on the other side of a mountain range and King Saul and his men were headed right for them.
Except God sent a distraction and drew Saul away from his pursuit.
And isn’t that just like God to wait until the last minute of the last hour when you are about to get struck down and He gently turns the tide in your favor in a miraculous way. 
/1Sa 23:28 So Saul returned from pursuing David and went to meet the Philistines; therefore they called that place the Rock of Escape (Selahammahlekoth).
Meaning a place for safety and rest. The escape occurred only because God sent a messenger to draw King Saul away.\

SAL-LAH-A-MATH-LA-COTH – selah, one of the root words means to rest and this points to a place where God protects us and gives us sanctuary. 

When David would write about the Lord and sing praise to God he often used the term my ROCK;
/2Sa 22:47 “The LORD lives, and blessed be my rock; And exalted be God, the  rock of my salvation,
(This is correlated with Psalms 18)\
The rock of my salvation means something that is immovable it is indestructible.
 In the ancient world a large boulder or huge rock was considered impossible to destroy. 

When David was older and wiser and became a great leader, he wrote about the Lord as the source of power for all the people;
/2Sa 23:3 “The God of Israel said,
The Rock of Israel spoke to me,
‘He who rules over men righteously,
Who rules in the fear of God,\
This speaks to the Trinity – ELO-HYIM is the plural word for God used here and the ROCK always points to Christ so you have scripture here pointing out the Trinity once again. 

The ROCK always makes a righteous judgment even when we have doubt in our finite minds as to why something is unfolding in a certain way.
In the midst of the grief of losing family and his business and health - Job used the analogy of the rock which gave him blessings prior to his testing. 
/Job 29:6 When my steps were bathed in butter, And the rock poured out for me streams of oil!
Oil often spoke of divine blessings and guidance or protection from God the HS.\
Job is saying the rock in the sense that God was pouring blessing on HIM in ways that were unexplainable. 

We can not explain some of the blessings God has given to us over the years but the ROCK is the one responsible for all of it!
One of the shorter Psalms from David calls out the rock that is higher than all of us;
/Psa 61:2 From the end of the earth I call to You when my heart is faint; Lead me
to the rock that is higher than I. 3 For You have been a refuge for me, a tower of strength against the enemy.\

HIS wisdom and power exceed what mankind can only hope to fully understand.
If your in need of safety right now and feel you need refuge - seek the Lord and connect with HIS mind, the ROCK will protect and comfort you. 

/Psa 62:7 On God my salvation and my glory rest; The rock of my strength, my refuge is in God.
Stop seeking the cosmic system for your rest and safety, it will never be as strong and enduring as the ROCK.\

/Psa 81:16 “But I would feed you with the finest of the wheat,
And with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.”
Honey can only come from a rock of the divine nature. This speaks to abundance flowing from the most unusual place. The ROCK can supply all the needs and desires of your heart.\

Even when the world tells you different God is in the business of miracles and making the impossible – possible.
/Psa 89:26 “He will cry to Me, ‘You are my Father, My God, and the rock of my salvation.'

Psa 94:22 But the LORD has been my stronghold, And my God the rock of my refuge.\

/Psa 95:1 O come, let us sing for joy to the LORD, Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.\
We can not forget all that HE has done for us – we should rejoice in the Lord habitually. 

Many Bels give God lip service and put on the show of Christianity but they do not remember the ROCK who gave them eternal security.
/Isa 17:10 For you have forgotten the God of your salvation And have not remembered the rock of your refuge. Therefore you plant delightful plants And set them with vine slips of a strange god.\
