Mat #12
Intro to John the Baptist

Mat chapter 3

Mat 3:1 Now in those days John the Baptist *came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, 2 Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Mat 3:3 For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet when he said,
“THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS,
‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD,
MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT!’”
Mat 3:4 Now John himself had a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey.

We will begin by just taking quick overview of who and what John the Baptist represents;
/The ancient world had a standard that when someone of royalty (King or Queen) was coming into a city or even small village there would be trumpets or someone calling out their presence. (heralds).\

Jesus Christ is the unique one of the universe and He has angelic and human heralds that announce His presence.

For that matter a study into dispensations would show that during every pivot point in history there was a divine calling out or an angelic presence of some kind or another shortly before or right at the moment of change into a new dispensation.
/The Lord has both angelic and human heralds due to His divine nature. 
Luk 2:10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people;11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.\
What we have is John the Baptist announcing the coming Messiah just as the angel announced the baby Jesus.

You will have a similar scenario in the 2nd Advent…in the book of Revelation.
You will have two human witnesses and then the spiritual appearance of Moses & Elijah. 

/John was actually called a baptizer and there is no connection to John and the denomination of the Baptist church that developed in the 18th century.\

Just like there is no connection to John Baptist & Apostle John… other than the Apostle John was one of the first followers of John the Baptist, that’s it. 

A staunch Baptist preacher will insist I am wrong but that’s ok…they will bring up names like Zwingli or terms like Pedabaptists… but there is several discrepancies connecting these dots together. 

HUD-RICH  ZA-WING-LY was a Swiss pastor and theologian in the 15th century, whether he set the standard for water baptism and the Baptist denomination is very unclear.

Pedo-baptism which is the water baptism of babies didn’t pop up until about 200yrs after TLJC went to the cross.
Somewhere around the 3rd century when Roman Catholicism laid its first few building blocks is where it came into play.

The reality is denominations are the devil’s playground and they all formed several hundred years after the cross of Christ….many formed a thousand years afterward. 

Infant baptism is a man-made ritual.

/Water baptism on anyone who is under the age of accountability is nonsense due to the fact that it is faith alone in Christ alone that saves us.\

We will look at baptism in the next few lessons… lets stick to John the Baptist at this moment.
/John the Baptist was the son of Elizabeth who was noted in Luke 1 and within the bloodline of the Levitical priest Aaron. John’s father Zacharias was a priest as well.\

John the Baptist was foretold by angelic presence …the angel Gabriel announced the special birth of this unique man of God.
/John was known to be affiliated with Jesus’s family most likely through Mary and many Theologians consider them cousins. John the Baptist is considered special and his blood ties to the Lord & Levitical priests are surely important.\

Nothing happens in the plan of God by random accidents or sheer luck.

John the Baptist was born about 6 months before the birth of Christ. 

/John’s ministry sprang up in the wilderness but still in the jurisdiction of King Herod; (Judea) Herod Antipas. His primary spot on the east bank of the Jordan River was about 5 miles north of the Dead Sea.\

John the Baptist reached a level of popularity due to his fierce preaching and odd stature.

Many came just to look at the wild man of the wilderness…but many others came and began to believe in his message of repentance and the coming Messiah. 

/John the Baptist ministry probably began somewhere between A.D. 26 and A.D. 28. Because in a few short years after he established his ministry, The Lord Jesus Christ would step on the shore of the Jordan River.\

Interesting principle is that God always prepares people for what is to come.
It is often overlooked or ignored completely but God will put men and women in a place where warnings and messages of what to expect come across their path…many times they ignore the signs God is showing them.

/Ignoring the word of God or what the Spirit is saying to the church as well as what comes forth from a prepared pastor-teacher is one of the main reasons Christians lack discernment.\  
This is why most people are stunned or completely unprepared when something negative pops up in their lives.
Bel’s who are willing to remain focused on TLJC will have a better insight into future events. 
/Isa 65:24 It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear. 
The Bel who is growing in God’s knowledge has a keen awareness of what the cosmic system is preparing to do, more importantly what God’s will is.\

John the Baptist is the NT version of the evangelist that were prophets and leaders in the OT. 

Warning about repentance and the fact that the God of Israel is the one true God to believe in. 

/Mat 3:2 Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
METANOEO’- to change course, to change one’s mind, to turn from a direction.\

The warning is clear…the two subject matters that John the Baptist is focused upon is the repenting and turning away from the sinful lifestyle ….which is recognizing you have a sinful nature.
The second part of John’s message is the kingdom is almost here…the savior and God of the universe is upon us.

/Kingdom of Heaven has a 3 fold meaning, it points to Christ as the entrance or kingdom itself. The 2nd is that the Bel’s become the kingdom in time, 3rd is the final phase of eternity.\
READ TWICE!!!!

This CA we live in now is so unique and the fact that a flawed human being can reflect the coming eternity of heaven because we are indwelt by Trinity….
in that special union with TLJC the CA Bels shines the light of heaven.

/John the Baptist like any God ordained evangelist first makes you see your flawed condition, then he offers the solution through the Savior Jesus Christ!\

You don’t acknowledge you need a savior until you embrace your OSN. 
If you think you can believe in TLJC without first knowing you need to be saved from your OSN…you will never be born again.
/Mat 3:3 For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet when he said,
“THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS,‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT!’” (Prophecy John Baptist)
This speaks directly to turning from your old ways and accepting the Lord.\
READ ….ELABORATE

Salvation is always the recognition of your own flawed nature and the clinging too of the one true savior Jesus Christ. 

Think about a drowning man…he is gasping for air… splashing around in a frantic state and then a boat pulls up and a strong arm is offered just above the waves.
You simply reach up and you are saved!

If you are not drowning and completely relaxed, enjoying the water…you would not need the rescue boat. 

/Mat 3:1 Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying…
KERYSSO- is the present, active, participle …meaning, keeps on going, a continued heralding or ongoing proclamation.\
KAY-RUS-OH
 Turn to Luke chapter 1

John the Baptist may have appeared odd looking with a strange diet to many people…but truth of the matter is he was very similar to some OT prophets.

Let’s take a look at the birth of John the Baptist in Luke chapter one…start with verse 11. 
Remember John’s father Zacharias is a Jewish priest. 
Luk 1:11 And an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense. 12 Zacharias was troubled when he saw the angel, and fear gripped him.
Luk 1:13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the name John.

Luk 1:14 You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.15 “For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb.
Luk 1:16 “And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God.
/Luk 1:17 “It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”\

Luk 1:18 Zacharias said to the angel, “How will I know this for certain? For I am an old man and my wife is advanced in years.” 19 The angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.

And actually Zacharias was unable to speak until his son John was born because he doubted the word of God concerning this prophecy.
 But the point being is that John the Baptist was very similar to Elijah. 
/John the Baptist dressed and acted very similar to OT prophets like Elijah. He had taken Nazarite vows as a teenager and was led by the HS to live separated from others and in celibacy as an evangelist & baptizer for coming Messiah.\ 

As a Nazarite you can have a lifetime vow or a temporary vow and it is a purging of self, very strict as well as respected along the lines of the Levitical priests. 

Many Jewish scholars agree that the Nazarite was the only other priestly position that allowed you access to the holy of holies. 

/John the Baptist took his vows serious and the lifestyle, diet and dress he chose was symbolic but also the exact opposite of the Pharisees, which many scholars believe was a direct slap in the face of that legalistic crowd.\ 
Samson & Samuel were both Nazarites and John followed suit with several of the OT prophets.

Again we see history repeat itself.
 We see Biblical principles & prophecies play out in repetitive fashion from one generation to the next.
/ Like the coming Messiah, John the Baptist would not fit the Jewish mold of what the legalistic leaders expected. Like the Lord, John would call out the arrogant leadership. Like the Lord Jesus Christ, John smashed the barriers of man-made religion.\ 

Many similarities connect John Baptist & TLJC. He was a shadow of the coming Messiah.

/Also like the coming Messiah many would come out to see and give pseudo support to the ‘Wildman’ in the wilderness, but once the excitement died down… so did their interest.\

John the Baptist took his calling seriously…the plan of God was real to this man.
Turn back to Matthew chapter 3
/Much like Joseph & Mary we see a Bel (John the Baptist) who did not back down from the challenge that the plan of God placed in front of him. Ridicule and attacks from the majority did not derail this man of God.\
ELABORATE

Mat 3:5 Then Jerusalem was going out to him, and all Judea and all the district around the Jordan; 6 and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins.

Notice they are being baptized and confessing sins. This was the outward expression of the inward belief.

This was salvation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]/The water baptism that John the Baptist was preforming held great significance because it was in plain view of the religious crowd. Anyone willing to go into the Jordan River with this man was proclaiming a belief that challenged the Pharisees, Scribes & Sadducees.\ 

Because the legalistic crowd could not connect the dots of the OT scriptures and this coming Messiah. 
This appeared on the surface to be rebellious toward these men. 
Actually it was because they had added to the word of God…they were not open to the truth of scripture about their coming King….remember they wanted the crown before the cross.

They had done what the modern churches would later do….add rituals and denominational dogma to our relationship with TLJC. 

When we begin next time we will get into the Doctrine of Baptism. 
It is important to understand water baptism….baptism of the HS…baptism by fire…false baptism.
One thing you will see is that water baptism does not guarantee salvation nor does it give you any higher ground with God, or spiritual insight in the plan of God.













