James #108
Virtue love and divine humility walk hand in hand.

Let us keep the mother-in-law of Pastor Benjamin from Africa in prayer. She is diabetic and having many medical issues currently. 
We can open back up into Romans chapter 13 where we finished off last lesson
Our current study is rooted in James chapter one, specifically verse 21;
/Jas 1:21 Therefore, ridding yourselves of all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.\
There is a vast difference between humiliation and divine humility.

Remember, the cosmic system always has a counterfeit for everything inside the plan of GOD. And humility is a very difficult one to spot if you are lacking spiritual discernment.

A person does not grow under humiliation, whether it is self-induced or imparted by the words and actions of others.
God will sometimes introduce a painful lesson in humiliation into the life of a person for the purpose of a wake-up call and growth. 
Yet HIS desire is always to enforce humility onto to someone and not that they walk in humiliation. 
There is a difference.

/There is also a difference between cosmic system humility and divine humility. Cosmic system humility is often accompanied by a display of religious pomp and circumstance or some form of legalism. It is at its very core, often nothing more than a subtle form of pride in action. It can be seen in works of the flesh and gestures of kindness or generosity on the surface, yet the motivation is usually attached to some form of recognition or gain in the end.\ 

The core principles of Romans 13 revolves around the doctrine of authority.
Which anyone with true humility fully understands and applies the doctrine of authority with a high level of consistency in their daily life.
This means they do not apply the doctrine of authority for public show only.

Some people have the public display of humility and following the doctrine of authority down to a science in public settings, yet in private…not so much!
                              REPEAT
When The Apostle Paul wrote Romans, this was a time Nero was the Roman Emperor and his hatred of the growing Christian movement was no secret. 
/In A.D. 51 the Emperor Claudius had begun to banish Jews from Rome because of their distortion of the eschatology behind the Messiah’s appearance. Rebellion was building across the landscape from 49-66 A.D. at a fevered pace. Factions of both followers of Judaism and Christianity hit a critical point of rebellion when Nero inherited the throne from his father Claudius in 54 A.D.\ 
The first advent of Christ had been distorted into rejection of the fundamental authority in the Roman empire. 
Some Christians believed the 2nd Advent was at hand.
Many Jews were finding any excuse to rebuke and reject the Roman authority which just made matters worse because Nero was a young, corrupt and truly ruthless new Emperor. 
He was known for having friends and even wives poisoned or blatantly killed, if they went against him.
By the why Nero was a relative of a former wicked ruler of Rome, named Caligula, who was a true pervert and a twisted, deviant. 

So, the Apostle Paul is trying to keep a pressure cooker from blowing up during this historic time the letter was written (57-58 AD).
Many Christians who were even being taught good eschatology and understood the doctrine of authority, were very highly frustrated about Nero’s leadership.  
That is the historic backdrop to this letter.
/Rom 13:8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love (agapaō) one another; for the one who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the Law.

The Bel habitually walking in union with Christ can have this virtue love manifested in their life. It is built upon the foundation of the nature of Christ, which means divine humility is a result of virtue love.\
They grow together in our walk.
The very humility the humanity of Christ displayed, evolves from virtue love which is only found as we become more like Christ and less like the flesh of the OSN.

When Christ increases in our life and the flesh decreases, is when we see virtue love and divine humility naturally come forth in our daily lives.
Rom 13:9 For this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”
The LOVE, is Godly love – it is virtue love, only found in a serious relationship with TLJC.
People can put on a front of Christianity, but eventually the truth comes out in how they handle pressure and how they deal with people and circumstances in their daily life. 
                            REPEAT
Religion and any form of self-righteous legalism, is always about the appearance of walking in righteousness;
/Mat 5:17 “Do not presume that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.

Rom 10:4 For Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to everyone who believes.  (Luk 24:44, Gal 3:24, Rom 5:1, Act 13:39, Phlp 3:9, 2Cor 5:17, Col 1:22)\
True Christianity is found in a relationship with TLJC – in our union with HIM we can grow into who GOD designed us to be in the NEW Nature.

When something is forced or fake it will always come to the surface under pressure and testing.

/Rom 13:10 Love (agape) does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the Law.

We live in the CA, we have a new covenant that is based upon the fulfillment of all laws, commands and prophecy. IT IS IN UNION with Christ. Present tense – VIRTUE love will keep doing this!\
When we are walking in the NEW nature we will fulfill our calling.
This cannot be forced or faked – it is a lifestyle, that means you have advanced and changed and keep moving in this direction. 
Rom 13:11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we first believed.
/Rom 13:11 - AWAKEN from sleep - Believer, get back into the new nature and walk according to HIS word and HIS righteousness, it is HIS virtue we depend upon, not ours. The Rapture of the BRIDE of Christ could happen at any moment; there is no prophecy needed to be fulfilled for the gathering of the CA BODY.\
The Apostle Paul was telling them now is not the time to fall backward into the flesh, walking in the death and slave market of sin you were rescued from.
AWAKEN from sleep BELIEVER!
Remain in divine humility - learning, growing and moving forward because each day the RAPTURE is becoming more imminent, it is closer at hand.  
Remember, even the apostles were waiting eagerly for the Rapture.

The Apostle Paul always taught as if it were going to happen any day.
/Rom 13:12 The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let’s rid ourselves of the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.

The darkness of this cosmic system is temporary. The DAY (Rapture and then 2nd Advent) when we are face to face with the LORD in resurrected glory forever! So, focus on that life (eternal), keep walking in humility (New Nature).\ 
Put on the armor of GOD – meaning stay consistent with the filling power of GOD the HS and entrenched in the WORD.

/Rom 13:13 Let’s behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and debauchery, not in strife and jealousy.

We will not be walking in the flesh on the day we meet the LORD. That will be the beginning of eternity for us – walk like we are in eternity right now! \
The Apostle Paul is saying - do not follow the crowds in rebellion, walking in the lies of the devil’s world. 

We have a Royal Family Honor Code among the body of Christ but also as representing the kingdom of heaven right now in time.
Let us look at what the Apostle Paul is talking about – remember he is dealing with Bels and so there were some behaviors happening that he was addressing. 
/Rom 13:13 – carousing (kōmos); a lifestyle of riotous living, parties and no boundaries or laws being respected. ‘Do as thou will’ – which is a statement and ideology of the cult of Satanists. 
Drunkedness (methē); intoxication from wine or any substance. \
CO-MOSS, it is where we get our term cosmic system from, 
METH-AY, means intoxication whether by alcohol or drugs.
/This type of carousing (kōmos) was often related to a late-night celebration of a deity known as Bacchus (Greek – Dionysus) the god of wine and fruit harvest, as well as debauchery. One of many, half-breed (human) sons of Zues, also called Liber Pater (a Latin name meaning ‘the Free Father’). The freedom was of the sexual and riotous brand, freedom beyond moral boundaries.\
This built into a strong sexual cult following as well – the symbol of this god was usually one of a feminine looking man, holding a long staff of vines with a pine cone on top, very symbolic of the phallic cult under Jezebel. 
Interesting, because a lot of art and sculptures depicting this party god, had the half goat and half man creatures known as Pan or Satyr dancing around him. 
Very demonic if you know this type of history and what is attached to it.
/Rom 13:13 – sexual promiscuity (koitē);
Often related to adultery. Sexual practices outside of a marriage bed.
Sensuality (aselgeia); sexual perversions and licentiousness. 
Strife (eris); Bitterness and divisive issues or arguments. 
 Jealousy (zēlos) ; a fevered jealousy, a heightened enviousness in the soul. \

KOY-TAY, means anything outside the marriage bed related to sexual practices.
ASS-OG-AH-LA, indecent behaviors, anything goes!
ERR-IS, this points to angry divisions. Bitterness and difficulties among people. 
ZAY-LOS, where we get our English word zealous from. It means a heated or fevered attitude about something or someone. Often related to a jealous or envious nature within a person. 

/Rom 13:14 But put on the LORD Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.

To have divine humility, so as not to fall into having the flesh dominate your life, we have to make a conscious decision to PUT ON THE NEW NATURE. Imperative mood (command – put on!), present tense (keep on) making no provision for the flesh. \
This divine humility is something that we must take responsibility for, it cannot be forced. Yet, we must allow the NEW Nature to have power over the OSN.
This takes daily positive volition toward BD.
/Rom 13 – was written to keep the Christian community moving forward during a time of great apostasy, confusion and angry mob mentality. Many (Romans & Greeks) were being drawn back into practices they had once peeled away from. Believers must be aware that true humility begins by submitting to the WORD, filled by God the HS (2 power options).\ 
What the Apostle Paul was waring about in Romans 13 is also seen in Titus 2;  

/Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously, and in a godly manner in the present age,

Christians must learn to deny the flesh; this is a large portion of picking up your own personal cross.\ 
The fact is we do not know the time, dates or exact players, concerning the end times which will kick off at the RAPTURE of the church.
We are repeatedly told to walk and live in a manner that is prepared and reflecting the kingdom of heaven.

There will come a time in the very near future, when we all will stand before the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ.
We will all answer for the time, talent and treasure we had in time and what we did with them after salvation. 
/Tit 2:13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,

The appearing in the glory of the clouds of the air for the BRIDE of Christ. That is our blessed hope in the Church Age.\

