2Thess #30
Grow into a full measure of who God made you to be.

I believe this two-part series needs much greater depth. And so, this will stretch on into a 3 or 4 part series, because this is where God the HS has touched me to go with this.
We have taken a look at what the Apostle Paul was praying for concerning his congregation at Thessalonica. I can tell you most of Paul’s letters echo this exact sentiment for all the other churches as well.

/2Th 1:11 To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will consider you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power,\
This points to a habitual exercise of keeping his congregations in his prayers along with his team, Timothy, Luke or Silas who often travelled with him.

There are 4 qualities the Apostle Paul is praying for and they are key components in our spiritual life.
/2Thes 1:11 – the prayers are very specific and it points to; 1. to grow into your calling inside the plan of GOD. 2. To reach a fullness of your potential God has given you. 3 to achieve a faith that brings forth glory to God. 4. to apply the true spiritual power of all that was given to you at salvation. Each one will bring a level of adversity or testing as well as great joy and confidence over time.\

We noted the two-fold calling for all BELS – the first is the same for all Bels in relation to growing in God’s grace and knowledge. Then becoming a serious student of the WORD. 
This leads to giving support to the body of Christ and bringing forth the teaching of truth and the gospel of Christ to a lost and dying world.
Every Bel at the moment of salvation is called into that portion of a spiritual walk. The second part of the calling is more personal, it is different for all Bels. It is where you can develop ministries and press forward to have a personal sense of destiny which will lead to discovering your spiritual gifts.

Let’s begin in the OT today RF…go to the book of Proverbs chapter 16.
/The fact is GOD has designed a plan just for you that can only unfold over time as you grow spiritually. HE wants us to reach a full potential, not a potential that the world desires or teaches you to fulfill. This is a potential of becoming more Christ-like and this takes indoctrination into HIS word and accepting the NEW NATURE as a way of life.\

The problem most people have is they associate God’s plan and prosperity or blessings to mean everything you want simply falls into your lap.

If God gave you all your desires and hidden wishes and dreams, you would probably peel away from HIM inside of six months.
You may become arrogant and implacable over time if everything drops into your lap…it does you no good eternally to have fleshly desires and earthly dreams fulfilled.
God knows what will bring you closer to HIM while giving you safety, peace and blessings.
                           REPEAT
The cosmic system offers us sugar highs and false narratives that always lead to some form of misery or frustration in the end.
/Jer 29:11 ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for prosperity and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 12 ‘Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.

Prosperity and a future hope in the temporal sense is deceiving – GOD works in the spiritual and then allows temporal blessing when capacity arrives.\ 
Do you know how many stories I have heard about lottery ticket winners over the years and those who hit fame and fortune on their first try?
Or even worse, those who simply fall into wealth or power because of family connections – it almost always has a painful lesson of loss and self-destruction in the end.
Unless it is someone who has found GOD or has great capacity for blessings.
                          REPEAT
/Jer 29:13 ‘And you will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.

The problem for most people is the reliance on the cosmic system, the flesh. Having a plan that does not recognize GOD as the sovereign authority in their lives.\
It is when we diligently seek GOD that life begins to make sense. That is when we no longer get fooled by the deceptions of the cosmic system.

In Proverbs 16 - Many scholars believe this is the wisdom of King Solomon who had all kinds of blessings, wealth and wisdom and yet he struggled finding peace and rest in his early reign as a king.
/Pro 16:1 The plans of the heart (lēḇ) belong to a person, But the answer of the tongue is from the LORD.
The true self – the soul where the seat of knowledge, emotions, conscience and norms and standards reside.\  
LAVE- is pointing to the real you…the one deep in that soul structure.

This is where we begin to make plans. The problem is, this is telling us - it is the WORD from God is what matters. The one voice or language and tongue we need is BD.
Pro 16:2 All the ways of a person are clean in his own sight, But the LORD examines the motives.
The cosmic system looks at the outward.
/1Sam 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God does not see as man sees, since man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”\

God does not put any stock in human talent, GOD does not respond or intermingle with cosmic viewpoint.
Therefore, the majority of what you get in the devil’s world is opposed to what GOD teaches us.
Until you truly digest that as a fact, your plans and viewpoint will always absorb that which the cosmic system is pushing upon you.
                               REPEAT
/Isa 55:8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD.\

Until scriptures like Isaiah 55:8 and 1Samuel 16:7 along with such scriptures as we see here today in Proverbs 16, become second nature for you. 
There will always be the nagging thoughts of your flesh and cosmic viewpoint interfering with your decision -making skills. 
/Pro 16:3 Commit (gālal) your works to the LORD, And your plans will be established.

Gather together, to move or roll all in the same direction to agree or move in harmony.\
GAL-LALL – it is the Qal imperative verb, meaning to roll up or move together to gather up. Imperative – command!
Your thoughts and action have to be aligned with GOD. 
You can never reach a full potential in your new nature if you keep trusting in the devil’s world. 
Pro 16:4 The LORD has made everything for its own purpose, Even the wicked for the day of evil.
God works everything for the greater good of HIS final goal  - for HIS plan and HIS purpose.
In eternity past, GOD knew who would be involved in evil and HE was able to calculate this into the final plan.
Pro 16:5 Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; Be assured, he will not go unpunished.
 Go to the NT – Ephesians chapter four.

We will close today reading from Ephesians chapter four.
/Growing into your full potential of who GOD designed you to be is not handed over to any Bel at salvation. All the tools, gifts and opportunities are laid out for the BEL to step up and become positive and grow into that potential. Salvation is the beginning of your temporal walk and opportunity for growth, not the end of your spiritual growth. Eternal security and rebound (1Jhn 1:9) are in place so you never have to agonize over failure and instead focus on growth.\ 
God does all the work - we reap the benefits! From the cross into spiritual growth, it is all there and all we need to do is use our free will and make positive decisions. 
Eph 4:11 And He gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, some as pastors and teachers,
GOD gave some as spiritual leaders to assist you in your growth.

/Eph 4:12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ;

We have a completed canon of scripture and GOD has ordained certain men to have a gift of studying & teaching (pastors). There is no excuse for a CA Bel to remain as a babe in spirituality. \
/Eph 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

The full and accurate knowledge of BD (mind of Christ). That we might arrive at our full potential as a mature BEL – who God designed you to be in eternity past.\

The fullness of Christ does not mean you are sinless perfection – yet it does mean you are no longer walking as an Unbel and an immature Bel.
SM means your faith is growing and it is becoming visible – Fruit of the Spirit. 
Verse 13 points directly into verse 14;
Eph 4:14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of people, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;

That is the state of most of Christianity right there in verse 14 – those are Bels who never grow up toward their full potential. 

They want Christianity and spirituality to be a warm, fuzzy feeling that carries them through life and keeps everything simple and peaceful.

They are usually very hypersensitive and true Bible study either offends them or bores them – sometimes both!
                          REPEAT
Eph 4:15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, that is, Christ,
The love is Godly, virtue love - which means you have reached a level of maturity.
To grow into your potential – all aspects of your new nature.

/Eph 4:16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.

The key in your circle of family and friends and other Bels around you, is that as you grow spiritually you touch everyone around you.\

The more you grow into your potential the more GOD will open up opportunities in front of you.

GOD gives us everything we need to expand our capacity for blessings.

/God will not give you all your blessings at once because it is overwhelming. There needs to be a capacity for each and every blessing. Anything that will distract you from the WORD and anything that pulls you away from GOD is NOT FROM GOD! It may appear like a blessing, but when you gauge it on those two standards it will expose who the blessing is from – the god of this world, or the ONE true GOD, who never leaves you or forsakes you.\






