Mat lesson #13
Baptism of the HS
Study in Matt chapter 3 has us looking at John the Baptist and in doing so we have to understand baptism….identification is what it means.

Let’s learn about the real…the truth… the original so we can then spot a counterfeit. 
/The baptism of the Holy Spirit is instantaneous, void of emotional nonsense. It occurs at salvation along with many blessings and special privileges. It is sealed, meaning it is permanent.\

This does not mean we do not have an emotional experience at salvation…some people will have feelings or emotional response… others may not. The Baptism of the HS is not dependent upon human emotion.

Before the CA, man was always building a temple, an Ark of the Covenant or an altar of some kind that became a sacred area where only a chosen few could enter.
No longer does this type of structure carry any significance.
Never before in any point in history did the HS set up a permanent tabernacle inside the Bel….only in the CA.

Turn to John chapter 14

/It is our personal entrance into the Holy of Holies as well as the bond of Royal Family membership and priesthood. Baptism of HS is the instantaneous construction of the tabernacle in your soul structure where the Trinity dwell.\

In John chapter 14 TLJC is discussing His ascension which took place after the cross on Calvary….He is telling His disciples what to expect when is seated at right hand of God.

/Joh 14:16 I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;
PARAKLETOS, masculine noun referring to a counselor or advocate as well as someone who assists & guides.\

17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. 
Joh 14:18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also. 
Joh 14:20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.
Look at verse 16 on the board. PAR-RAH-KLET-US is only used about 5 times in NT and is directly related to God the HS.

/ Joh 14:20 In that day (Pentecost) you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.
This is a direct explanation of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.\

Turn to Acts chapter one.

Dr. Luke is the one responsible for the book of Acts and in fact the book of Acts & gospel of Luke are two books that are so accurate that the secular historians and archaeologists used both for piecing together certain timelines of human history. 
The book of Acts spans about 30 years and it covers the early church and growth of the church of Jesus Christ and the beginning of the CA.

Luke is writing about TLJC after the cross.
Act 1:3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.
Act 1:4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; 
/Act 1:5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”\

Baptism of the HS is a part of the salvation process which God the HS is responsible for. God the HS has a ministry that is much larger than most Bels realize….salvation…guidance…
intercession…spiritual growth & protection all fall under the work load of God the HS.
As the church grew from the day of Pentecost the Apostles began to focus more on the Baptism of the Spirit than that of water baptism.
Jump ahead to Acts chapter 2

We are going to go through important scriptures pointing out water baptism in the book of Acts first.

Because in this series of lessons I’m getting into we need to really dig through a lot of scriptures pertaining to baptism. 
The emphasis on our salvation is baptism of the HS….not water baptism.
/Luk 3:16 John (Baptist) answered and said to them all, “As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.\ 
We will note more baptisms in the next few lessons and cover the fire aspect as well.  Look at Act 2 V 38

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (REPENT METO-NOY-AH)
Jews had to change their minds from religion.
39 For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.” 40 And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation!”-
/Act 2:41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls.\  
look at the emphasis on WORD in verse 40

Notice Peter is preaching & teaching with words….there is never a definitive description of Peter or anyone with him going into the water with 3 thousand people.

Perhaps they did…we have an open ended question right here…but we know they became saved by the words Peter was teaching them. 
How many of those 3 thousand went on to evangelize to family & friends and did they get baptized by water?

/Water baptism was significant in the early church because this was a time of separation from Judaism & a time that the divine canon of scripture was not yet complete. The public acceptance of Christ solidified the early church, but not every example in scripture defines water baptism. \ 
Turn forward to Acts 8:34
Philip did baptize someone in water in a definitive fashion.
Philip comes across a man…actually a eunuch (joke) who is reading scripture.
He is reading from the prophet Isaiah and the man doesn’t fully understanding what he is reading. 

So Philip begins to explain about the Messiah…Jesus Christ. 
Act 8:34 The eunuch answered Philip and said, “Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him.

/Act 8:36 As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized?”
Notice the word of God and the name Jesus Christ comes ahead of any form of baptism.\ 
Act 8:37 And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

Notice you have to first believe that Jesus Christ is exactly who he said He is.
Philip goes on to baptize this man in the water and then he is snatched up by the HS which is that same Greek word HAR-POZ-OH that we know relates to that Latin term Rapture. 
Physically taken up and away to another place. 

/Water baptism was acceptance into the Kingdom of God and identified with the death, burial and then resurrection of The Lord Jesus Christ. It was a public display after the baptism of the Holy Spirit had taken place.\

The going under water was the death and burial and then coming up out of the water was the resurrection. 

Baptism is a word that means to identify so it was important for those in the early church to publicly proclaim TLJC….who was openly being discredited by Roman & Jewish leadership at that time.

Remember when the Apostle Paul was converted. Saul of Tarsus was on the road to Damascus when TLJC struck him off his horse and blinded him.
 
/Act 9:17 So Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”\

Saul of Tarsus was about to become the new man….The Apostle Paul.

Paul would spend 3 yrs. with TLJC in the Arabian Desert. Remember Apostles were MEN….who had walked and talked with Jesus Christ. 
/Act 9:18 And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he got up and was baptized;
This most likely refers to a water baptism after HE BELIEVED!\ 
Notice the HS was already indwelling him because his physical sight and more importantly his spiritual sight was now opened up. 
Turn to Act 10:44

We can see Peter addressing a group of new Bels and many were Romans because he was called to the house of a Centurion named Cornelius (Roman soldier).
/Act 10:44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message
Peter is teaching a message and presenting the Gospel of Jesus Christ.\
Act 10:45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.
46 For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered
/Act 10:47 “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did,can he?”
Peter is now accepting Gentiles and in doing so he is clear ALL Bels who accept Jesus Christ as Savior can have a public showing of faith (water baptism). \
48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.

Go forward to Acts chapter 16

Notice the new Gentile Bels were speaking in tongues and then had water baptism…all after the baptism of the HS took place first. 
What you are going to find out in this series is that healings….miracles, speaking in tongues & water baptism had great significance in the early church….BEFORE the completed canon of scripture. 
There was a transitional period after the HS came upon the church in the day of Pentecost. 
Acts 16 you will note that Paul and Silas were freed by the power of the HS.
The prison doors miraculously were opened and the Roman Guards were in complete and utter awe of what just happened. 
/Act 16:27 When the jailer awoke and saw the prison doors opened, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped.
Notice how serious Roman soldiers took duty and especially guard duty.\
This will debunk any of those atheists out there who think a group of Roman soldiers guarding tomb of TLJC allowed anyone to steal that body, much less fell asleep or got drunk on duty.
In verse 28 Paul cried out… don’t kill yourself we are all here.

The Roman jailor was so impressed and amazed…he said what must I do to be saved?
/Act 16:31  They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him together with all who were in his house.\
33 And he took them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, and immediately he was baptized, he and all his household.
Again we see before any water baptism was the preaching & teaching of the word of God and a definitive belief in TLJC.
/Act 22:16 ‘Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.’
This is another version of the Paul story. Paul was knocked down and blinded, put in a position of weakness to recognize his need for a savior.\

Recognition of our fallen state and then who Jesus Christ is always happens before the power of the HS can baptize and seal our soul. 
Paul would become a force in the plan of God…a force of preaching and teaching and yes…the Apostles used water baptism as the symbol for those who became born again and who then wanted to be involved publicly in proclaiming the Gospel of Christ. 

In fact it is the Apostle Paul who later in his ministry would clear up any misconceptions about spiritual gifts and water baptism or speaking in tongues.


/1Cor 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
Paul was clearing up misconceptions about spiritual gifts & the fact we all are given different gifts or callings yet we all are in UNION with Christ through one baptism.\
I will clarify this more in the next lesson.
As we close I want you to think about a few things….first.

If someone stumbles on the Bible or gets saved through word of mouth and there is no one available to give them a public water baptism…does this then interfere on their spiritual growth or for that matter… stop them from entering heaven?
Secondly…
Think about this…think about how many scenarios there are for people to come to Christ.
People in tiny villages and remote areas throughout the world find the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

People for thousands of years have come to believe in Jesus Christ….has every one of these people been baptized in water?
If not, are they now being punished for that?
How many people do you think in the past thousand years have come to believe in TLJC and within a few days or weeks they died…without a water baptism….what about them?
I like to pose questions when I teach because I want you to think deeply about the principles and dig up scripture on your own to study.
/Luk 23:43 And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”
The thief on cross was given immediate entrance into heaven, simply by believing in the Messiah.\

What happens in most church baptism is not a public display of faith as it was 2 thousand years ago.

It is two flawed creatures getting into a lake or pool of water and in front of a group of Bels who by the way, are also flawed creatures…they preform a physical act that they assume has power to add to the Cross of Jesus Christ.

/We can’t add to nor take from the saving ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Deu 4:2 You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.\
Adding to the work of Jesus Christ is blasphemy! You are said to be cursed if you add to or take from the divine scriptures.
Denominations are going to have to face the Lord someday and answer for their lies and twisted scriptures.
By the way Deu 12:32 says… Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not add to nor take away from it.

Prov 30:6 Do not add to His words
Or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar
/Rev 22:18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book;\

/Rev 22:19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.\
Water baptism is a choice for every individual…it is not connected to salvation or spiritual growth on any level.
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