Mat 180
The Believer will struggle with anxiety and fear when emotions push faith to the side

Turn to Matthew chapter 14 and let us read starting in verse 23;
Mat 14:23 After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone.

Mat 14:24 But the boat was already a long distance from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind was contrary.
Mat 14:25 And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea.
/Mat 14:26 When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.\
Mat 14:27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Mat 14:28 Peter said to Him, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”
Mat 14:29 And He said, “Come!” And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.
You folks can turn to Romans chapter 8 because we have set the stage for our lesson today.
Now as you do, I want to point out a few principles in verse 26 on the board.

First and foremost, the disciples thought it was a ghost- phantasma (FAN-TIS-MA) is the Greek noun that means a spirit or apparition and we get the word phantom from this Greek word. 

So, obviously other than the belief system of the Sadducees who didn’t believe in anything about a spiritual after-life, these disciples making this statement, tells us -  this may have been as common as what we see today with shows like ghost hunters or haunted houses.

That spiritual elements and hauntings that demonic beings get involved in was a reality back then as much as it can be today.
Also, what we need to focus on today is that as Bels your faith can not function when emotions take control. We note fear & terror come on the scene almost immediately and they had just seen miracles for hours on end, healings and feeding of thousands from a near empty basket of fish & bread.
The rearview mirror of the mind for most people is a troubling scenario that I often use to wake Bels up to the fact that we quickly forget. We forget that which we once believed, saw or heard and how it slips into the distant past like driving a car at 40mph and glancing up at that rearview mirror.   REPEAT
ELABORTAE
This is much more common then many people realize. 

Politicians count on our vague memories of past mistakes, lies or unfulfilled promises to keep them in office.

News outlets and celebrities count on us not holding them accountable for false narratives and bold face lies against our beliefs and morals so they keep getting views and cashing in at our expense. 
Sadly, it works in a way that is negative toward our spiritual growth as well.

Because we forget what we learned six months ago, we forget that God came through for us two years ago during a difficult period in our lives and so fear, anxiety and worry find an easy route back into our soul structure. 

Faith is pushed aside when emotions take control.
/Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.
If - Greek first class condition; if and it is true that it is!\
Do you as a growing Bel, accept and remember that you are in union with Christ and you win in the end?
Is that something that disappears quickly in your rearview mirror when problems are rolling at you from the cosmic system? 
Rom 8:12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
/Rom 8:13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
Again, it is IF (1st class condition) and it is a fact. How you live determines your spiritual circumstance.\
Paul is clearly teaching that a Bel needs to make a choice which nature to live in.
Salvation alone does not guarantee spiritual growth and a never-ending faith that conquers all problems…it is about choice, free will is important! 
A better translation of this statement the Apostle Paul is teaching is probably closer to this;
/“If you live under the authority of the old sin nature, you are destined to die (discipline), but by the filling power of the Spirit you recognize death in the actions from your flesh (human good), you shall live (spiritual maturity).”\
Much of this is written in the Greek present tense which means habitually, continued or repetitive.
The Apostle Paul is making statements that tell Bels, your flesh leads you into confusion and distance from God, therefore, it can lead to misery and even discipline. 
/Rom 8:14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons (yhios) of God.
yhios - a descendant, a child but also a pupil who is following instructions. All Bels are God’s children and at one point they are touched by God the Holy Spirit. But not all Bels follow instructions.\
(WE-US) has several meanings under the description of being a child or an offspring.
But it is used in the sense of a growing child following the lead or instruction they are given. All Bels are touched and led by God the HS at salvation, many have little or no contact afterward unless they seek forgiveness of sins.
(1Joh 1:9)

The Apostle Paul is pressing the Bels to focus on spiritual growth here.

/Rom 8:15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”
This is an affectionate shout (Aramaic) from a child who trusts in their Father for safety & refuge.\
This word is a very affectionate title like daddy…or poppa, but it held a high regard as head of household and chief problem solver and power in the family unit.
We are not entered into a family of misery and horror…God the HS and our new nature are not equipped to live in fear & worry. 
That is why Paul goes on to remind them;
Rom 8:16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,
/Rom 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
Christ was attacked & suffered but also He was raised up and is now seated at the right hand of the heavenly throne.\
TLJC does not expect us to be physically crucified as HE was but we should expect the attacks and struggles that come from being in union with HIM.

/Rom 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
The Apostle Paul was beaten, imprisoned, wrongly accused, shipwrecked, robbed and lied about. Today he sits, crowned as one of the greatest Apostles in history with authority in heaven beyond our imagination.\ 
There are a select few like a Job, Moses or Paul who will suffer tragedy and attacks that are beyond the norm. For them rewards & blessings in the heavenly are greater than most of us will ever see. 
But even when we are facing the steep challenges in life like a huge medical issue…pain and suffering or devasting heart break, it is then that reliance on God should shine even brighter.
/Psa 91:14 “Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because he has known My name.
No matter if it was Job, Moses or Paul what ever temporal suffering they faced God lifted them up on high. They had intimacy with the Lord and HE honors that.\
He does not neglect that…He does not take your time, talent & treasure you have poured into HIM over the years lightly. HE will be there during adversity if you do not lose your focus and allow faith to be pushed to the side.
/Pro 18:10 The name of the LORD is a strong tower; The righteous runs into it and is safe.
Isa 26:3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in You. 4 “Trust in the LORD forever, for in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock.\
That Hebrew word camak- (SHA-MAC) has a meaning much greater than steadfast, it points to completely sustained or being upheld by something. 
Like a house that stands because of the solid foundation it is built upon. Pillars that uphold huge buildings.
When your mind is strong because the word of GOD, it is the cement pillars or foundation in that soul structure now you can have a calm assurance during adversity. 

/Isa 46:4 Even to your old age I will be the same, and even to your graying years I will bear you! I have done it, and I will carry you; And I will bear you and I will deliver you.\
God is not in the business of leaving His loved ones. 
HE does test us and allow circumstances within the cosmic system to touch our lives because this is the battle we are designed for!
This becomes so important to understand and the reason all Bels need to grow up toward SM, because when we honestly seek a relationship with TLJC we are insulating ourselves from some attacks and at the same time preparing for the attacks we must face as our calling.     REPEAT

/Jer 29:13 You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.
Psa 37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD;
And He will give you the desires of your heart.\

Look if you are blessed with a 100 years on this temporal earth in a flawed body and as a Bel you added up all your adversity and pain. 
Being completely honest… meaning the suffering that is unbearable, most of us would agree at the worst it would be maybe 5 or even 10 years, that’s being generous.
Which means about 90 years was good.
Now add in the 1,000 year reign you will be coming back for in a perfect body…and oh yeah, by the way…ALL OF ETERNITY. 
Not even close! A momentary light affliction Paul calls it.
Notice it is how we view circumstances and events, what we live in concerning the positive or negative thoughts.

As Bels we have choices every day.
In the long run, over a full life we can either bring a shortened version of our life in the temporal arena meaning the sin unto death from reversionism or divine blessing and a full life from spiritual maturity. 
And guess what a Bel can have a full life inside of 30 years if they are positive Bels, they will have a profound effect on others long after they are gone. 
ELABORATE 
Don’t always make it about self and what YOU get or what you didn’t get.

As far as the Bel who chose against God during their life it is – reversionism, which is maladjustment to the justice of God, while maturity is total adjustment to the justice of God.   REPEAT

/Either you adjust to the justice of God or the justice of God will adjust to you. If you adjust to the justice of God (spiritual maturity) the justice of God will provide for you the real imputation of divine blessing. But if you are maladjusted through reversionism then the justice of God will adjust to you by self-induced misery & divine discipline. \
The tree of the knowledge of good and evil is just as dangerous to us today as it was to our first parents in the garden. We must avoid the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

We do that by staying true to our relationship with Christ and avoid nonsense and religious dogma and works programs thinking we are capable of pleasing God in our flesh or showboating in front of others.

Just the same as we accept that our new nature must be fed and the old one must be starved. We are said to be future brides of Christ and divorced from that old man. 
/Our victory can be lived in right now in time (position). This means we stay clear headed about who we are in our position in Christ and not allow the emotions of the old sin nature power in either realm; legalism, religious works programs or living for self (cosmic viewpoint) & licentiousness.\ 

Whether you are on a fishing boat when the storms of life hit…or in a bad marriage or faced with a long stay in a hospital bed, or the death of a loved one, whatever the attack or stumbling block in front of you is, your mind needs to be calm and clear with a laser focus on who and what you are inside the plan of God.

/The Bel need always step back, take a breath, pray and allow God to show what direction you are to go. Knee-jerk reactions of panic & anger push faith to the side because emotions (OSN) has taken over.\

/Mat 14:24 The boat was being battered in an obvious storm.
The storms of life (cosmic system) will always overtake you if you do not gain spiritual momentum and learn to apply BD within the sphere of the power of God the HS.\
Your faith and who you trust will determine your level of spiritual strength in any given situation.

/ Psa 9:10 And those who know Your name will put their trust in You,
For You, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.
Faith is required to overcome anxiety & fear, but faith in the right ONE is the true key to that personal success.\
Faith in self, human power or outside sources will almost always lead to a poor set of decisions or actions that cause more damage then good over time.

/When the storm hits - allow your faith room to breath, do not let it become smothered by emotions (OSN). Emotions cannot think and were never designed as the leader of your soul, but as a responder in appropriate circumstances. Therefore any emotional response that is used as a deciding factor in your life is flawed from the starting gate.\

/TLJC desires for us to be champions during this CA when it comes to discerning cosmic attacks and conquering the weapons of anxiety, anger and fear that Satan uses to torment Bels with. (Eph 6:14-16)\

Eph 6:14 Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,
Eph 6:15 and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE;
Eph 6:16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.

The Christian soldier needs to be fully trained and equipped, prepared and level-headed so that they are ready for battle. 



Mat 14:24 But the boat was already a long distance from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind was contrary. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea.
The storms of life (cosmic system) will always overtake you if you do not gain spiritual momentum and learn to apply Bible Doctrine within the sphere of the power of God the Holy Spirit.

















Psa 9:10 And those who know Your name will put their trust in You,
For You, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.


