Mat 131
The role of a woman in church leadership
We will do Lord Supper at end of the message seeing as how this is the first week of the month.
REBOUND prayer

A message like this will be difficult for some to swallow but it is not the opinion of Pastor Rick or a knock on one gender over another…it is the word of God.

If you want to argue over it or if it offends you the best thing is to go back over the scriptures and principles I teach and get clarity with the word of God first before you attack the messenger.
Turn to Genesis chapter 2 with me.

Remember something which any pastor worth his wage will tell you…a first mentioned principle in the Bible always needs to be respected and upheld unless otherwise specified by other scriptures….with an S!   REPEAT

The fact is man was created first and set into place as an authority over the animals and all things in his periphery. This holds great value as you progress in the word of God.
/It was the woman who was considered to be under male authority throughout the ancient world until the time our Lord began to utilize and lift up women in His earthly ministry. Jesus never usurped the authority of the man. But, He did bring up the doctrine that we are all under equal privilege and opportunity as Bel priests & Royal Family members, one body!\   REPEAT

The teaching of the Apostles was that a woman should respect the authority of the husband not bow down to every man who walks in the room…and this reflects a basic principle, a first mentioned principle in the garden.
Keep in mind…even in TLJC earthly ministry the men prevailed in positions of authority. 
Ladies before you tune out please listen to the whole message as you are not being brushed off…in fact I would tell you that many women have been Biblical hero’s and are often times more intelligent and powerful inside the plan of God then their male counterparts.

Gen 2:15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it.
Gen 2:16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 
Notice now the man is being instructed therefore he becomes responsible to teach those under him.
Gen 2:17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.”
/Gen 2:18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”\

Now to clarify this… it does insinuate that one man is the authority over one woman. This points out the roles in marriage but the fact is man was made as an authority first and set in place to be the Bible teacher over the woman.
Jump down to verse 22;
/Gen 2:22 The LORD God fashioned into a woman ('ishshah) the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.\
That Hebrew word ISH-AH is taken from the word for man…it is an extension of the Hebrew term ISH.
You see this in the very next statement from God;
/Gen 2:23 The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones,
And flesh of my flesh;
She shall be called Woman,
Because she was taken out of Man ('iysh).”\
Gen 2:24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.

So, there is no escaping this first mentioned principle… now many men will think that this entitles them to get respect from every woman and I would tell you that, this is your own arrogance…not the word of God.

This was an established principle for a man and woman in the area of marriage but the ultimate lesson in this is that God first established the man in a position of authority first and his responsibility in passing on BD is laid at the man’s feet.

The woman is designed for one man as a completion and part of that man…she is normally in a role as a responder in the relationship and one who allows the man to achieve greater success. 
But it is all designed around one man and one woman in positions that God designed them to be in….
and the fact that the divorce rate is near 60% in America is a telling sign that most people do not follow the protocol of God in marriage….which is not are subject so we will move on.

In fact here is a scripture that supports one man for one woman…not men being an authority over all women… that is a bunch of macho nonsense. 
/Eph 5:22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.
1Pet 3:1, Col 3:18\
Turn to 1Corinthians chapter 14 with me.
By the way men…the fact that God gives men a role as authority means there is more responsibility and accountability for you than for your wife.
And when the marriage fails or problems arise you get the heat first…it is on you before anyone else in the household even if it wasn’t your fault to begin with.

A lesson for another day.

I’ll list the common roles a woman can have in the church will we go to 1Cor chapter 14;
/Prep school leader   
Music Ministry leader
Treasurer
Secretary
Board member
Internet ministry
Program leader (homeless/outreach)\
ELABOARTE
Now in 1Cor chapter 14 the Apostle Paul is dealing with the use of spiritual gifts that were getting ready to be done away with shortly.
He was addressing the use of tongues and prophecy. 
There were arrogant men in the church at Corinth who wanted to tell other Bels who had the gifts and who was considered to be above the others concerning certain gifts.
1Cor 14:31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be exhorted;

Notice the issue is tongues and prophesy in the public arena of the church.
1Co 14:32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets;
This points out the issue of emotional nonsense that happen even back then prior to the completed canon of scripture. The human spirit or human emotions better be in control by God the HS.
1Co 14:33 for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.
/1Co 14:34 The women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but are to subject themselves, just as the Law also says.\
This was something only the men who were ordained with gifts were allowed to do. 
And then Paul goes on to teach the first mentioned principle from Genesis chapter 2….
/1Co 14:35 If they desire to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is improper for a woman to speak in church.\
Ladies you looking for a husband…go back to the first mentioned principles in the garden.
God brought the woman to the man and the man was a Bel with authority who was responsible to teach BD or be the spiritual leader. Forget about tall, dark and handsome…or rich and  muscular….how about spiritual mature?
1Co 14:36 Was it from you that the word of God first went forth? Or has it come to you only? 
1Co 14:37 If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write to you are the Lord’s commandment.
1Co 14:38 But if anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.
1Co 14:39 Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak in tongues.
1Co 14:40 But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner.
The right thing done in the right way.
Everything in it’s right time.
ELABORATE
(1Cor 13:8-10 will be done away with…when the perfect comes the partial shall be done away with.)
Flip back to 1Corinthians chapter 11.

While you do… I’ll show you what Paul taught to Timothy about women in the church roles.
/1Tim 2:11 A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. 12 But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet.\
ELABORATE

/1Co 11:3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.\
It does not say every man is the head of every woman so keep that in mind. But it is highlighting a divine chain of command that can not be ignored. 
1Co 11:4 Every man who has something on his head while praying or prophesying disgraces his head.
The men were set in position of authority and wearing a hat or any type of covering in the church was a sign of disrespect. 
Not much different today when men take off their hat as they enter a building…especially a church. 
/1Co 11:5 But every woman who has her head uncovered while praying or prophesying disgraces her head, for she is one and the same as the woman whose head is shaved.
This speaks to women who were in authority over teaching younger women and children (prep school).\
That word prophesying is often misinterpreted…PROPHET-TOO-OH is a Greek verb, it means different forms of teaching and speaking as well as having insight concerning the future.
1Co 11:6 For if a woman does not cover her head, let her also have her hair cut off; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, let her cover her head.
The Greeks had a tradition of shaving the slave girls’ heads and this was a form of humiliation in the ancient world for women. It was also done if adultery had taken place…it was a public sign of shame or slavery. Having a covering for her head was respectful.
And a woman’s long hair which simply means hair below the ears was a sign of her personal choice and freedom.
REPEAT
The historic context is important to understand in these statements.
/1Co 11:7 For a man ought not to have his head covered, since he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man. 8 For man does not originate from woman, but woman from man;\    first mentioned principle.
The man was created to resolve the angelic conflict or least participate in it…and the woman completes the man so they are a team with the man as the final authority in the marriage. 
1Co 11:9 for indeed man was not created for the woman’s sake, but woman for the man’s sake.
1Co 11:10 Therefore the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels.
Right there is a statement that points to how powerful our free will and choices are in the angelic conflict. If the woman has the freedom and authority to choose and is willing to accept her role she is playing a huge part in the angelic warfare. 
/1Co 11:11 However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor is man independent of woman.\
Men and women were created to achieve SM and when they come together under God’s divine institution of marriage they become a powerful witness for God. 
1Co 11:12 For as the woman originates from the man, so also the man has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from God.
1Co 11:13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?
1Co 11:14 Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him,
A lot of people picture TLJC as the long-haired, skinny hippie and I beg to differ because scripture paints a much different Jesus than that which Hollywood does.     ELABORATE
1Co 11:15 but if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her? For her hair is given to her for a covering.
The ancient world viewed a woman’s beauty and freedom by her style of hair and dress. We have to interpret the Bible in the time it was written so this description of long hair had great meaning back then.
1Co 11:16 But if one is inclined to be contentious, we have no other practice, nor have the churches of God.
1Co 11:17 But in giving this instruction, I do not praise you, because you come together not for the better but for the worse.
1Co 11:18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions exist among you; and in part I believe it.
1Co 11:19 For there must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident among you
Paul was always dealing with some division or arrogance especially at Corinth. And at times division is good so you can separate the true Bels from the Unbels or Bels who are troublemakers in the congregation get removed. 
But as we close this out and get ready for the Lord Supper…I remind you we are all equal in the eyes of God.
/Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
[bookmark: _GoBack]1Cor 12:12-13, Jhn 10:16, \
We are all one family…we all have one Father and we are all one bride for TLJC.
You may want to turn to Ephesians chapter 2 as we prepare for the Lord’s supper because this is fitting when dealing with a message about the great role a woman can play I sustaining a church. 
TLJC earthly ministry would have probably fallen apart without those women in supporting roles…they were stronger than the men in many cases and often women can be mentally and even in a sense physically stronger then men. In how much they can endure and how they stand in the gap when things go bad.
Abraham would have been lost with Sarah…Adam needed Eve and Bathsheba was a life altering woman for king David. 

What about Ruth….and Rahab, Rebekah…Abigail & Deborah …the list goes on and on.
Male or female….black, white… brown or yellow…Jew and Gentile the Lord has open arms for all and we all can have an impact in the Father’s plan.
Eph 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
Eph 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall,
Eph 2:15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace,
Eph 2:16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.
Eph 2:17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR;
Eph 2:18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.
Eph 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household,

TLJC knew who would be positive in eternity past and He knew the consequences of becoming a man…the suffering and heartache…the betrayal and pain…those who would reject and ridicule Him yet He still made the choice to become that vulnerable human baby and live the life that we read about in scripture…for all of us.

And if it were only one….one lost sheep TLJC would have come down and gave up His body on Calvary for just the one.

Let us remember our lord and all He has done and continues to do for us.
On the night He was betrayed He took bread and broke it…saying this is my body which is broken for you…in remembrance of our Lord let us eat the bread.

In the same way He lifted up the cup and said this is my blood…the blood of a new and everlasting covenant each time you eat this bread and drink this cup you will be remembering ME.
Let us drink the cup………..let us pray.

