James #196
God credits righteousness apart from works.

Open up in Romans chapter five RF, we were heading there at the end of last message, let us pick it up there.

Two quick announcements – first is the last Sunday of the month August 30th  I will mostly be taking that day off. My wedding anniversary and my wife’s birthday, along with my own birthday, all fall within ten days of each other.
Second – our brother and sister in Christ, Thunder and Lucy are offering a condo for 7 days during the Bible Conference. 
Only $250 buys the spot for a whole week – from November 1st until the 8th. They are staying there in the Kissimmee area at their timeshare, so this is a unique opportunity for someone who is on a tight budget. 
This offer is only out there for a few weeks… because it needs to be dealt quickly! So, if you hear this and want to take advantage of their generosity contact me soon and let me know.

Our current study stems from James chapter 2 verses 20 into verse 23. 
We have been looking at justification, fully understanding that it is not a works program that it is Christ dependent. Like all of our spiritual gifts and blessing are Christ dependent.

Justification is one, of at least 40 grace gifts given at salvation.
Justification ensures we have divine righteousness which without that, we do not enter heaven. 
Those who stand on their own righteousness are the Unbels who will stand before the Great White Throne Judgment in abject failure. 
God’s perfect righteousness is the foundation of His integrity. His justice is the function of His integrity. 
God has a justice system with complete and pure checks and balances and it is always RIGHT – FAIR and JUST. 
                              REPEAT
Always behind the function of God’s justice is the principle of God’s perfect righteousness. 
/God gives us perfect righteousness, at the point of faith in Christ. We are given a piece of the nature of righteousness in our LORD. If you sin, you haven’t changed your eternal status with God, you are still justified & righteous. The justice of God can only judge sin with divine discipline. But if we rebound first, the justice of God can only forgive us.\

We can never be justified until we first receive perfect righteousness. This along with all grace gifts are given at the moment of salvation…no matter what emotions you experience – emotions are not the dictating factor. 
Many grace gifts are given and must be acknowledged, learned and grown into for real application – yet they are all given and remain forever.    
                             REPEAT
Now as I mentioned before, Romans is a letter that squashes the religious narrative and those who try and prove works, or the Mosaic Law bring us salvation or any closer to GOD.
We will bounce down chapter five starting in verse one and then drop downward.
/Rom 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we also have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we celebrate in hope of the glory of God.\
There is nowhere in scripture, that teaches us about works and religion, or laws that justify us and gives us righteousness.
The Apostle Paul actually touches on the fact, that the Mosaic Law was not a restrainer of sin, but a highlighter of sin…it pointed us to our need for TLJC.
                      REPEAT
Jump down this chapter to verse 14;
/Rom 5:14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the violation committed by Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

Spiritual death is imputed to all of mankind it is the OSN (Adamic). Whereas personal sins were defined more clearly in the Mosaic Law.\
The Mosaic Law brought forth the truth and purity of God’s standards concerning sin. Even to those who did not rebel like Adam there remains a sin issue.
Notice there is a difference in the dispensation of Adam and Moses.
/Jam 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole Law, yet stumbles in one point, has become guilty of all.

(Rom 5:14) Even those who have not sinned in the manner of Adam, still have a sin nature which produces personal sins.\
We covered this just a few months ago.
Remember your personal sins are a result of the OSN. So, even without a set of laws or commands, you have an inherent nature within your very DNA, it is stained and rebellious toward the divine integrity of God.
/Rom 5:14 - death reigned (thanatos  basileuō)
The separation of bodily and soul life as we know it, points to certain death. This has been our ruler; it has controlled us with impunity. Aorist tense, indicative mood, this has always been our condition, this is factual and continues.\ 

THAN-AH-TOS   BOS-EE-LOU-O, spiritual death was imputed by Adam the father of mankind in the natural sense. It has always been there and continues to remain there until faith alone in Christ alone.
Sin and death came forth from the Garden. The Mosaic Law made it abundantly apparent that we need divine righteousness only found in Christ. 
The painstaking details and tiny intricacies, of the whole Mosaic Law – all 3 codex branches of it, was a glaring, white hot, light of truth of the depraved condition of all mankind.
Nothing and no one can stand up to the purity and divine righteousness of GOD.
                          REPEAT
The typology is Adam the first uniquely born man failed, while - Jesus the second uniquely born man, saved the whole world. 
The first Adam and the last Adam are in view. The first birth and last birth – the natural and spiritual. 
/Rom 5:15 But the gracious gift is not like the offense. For if by the offense of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.

It does not overflow to all, because God respects mankind’s free will.\
We are born identified in the first Adam. We have the opportunity to become born again, identified in the second Adam – Jesus Christ.
The Apostle Paul is actually pointing to free will – a grace gift must be received for it to apply.
/Rom 5:16 The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one offense, resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the gracious gift arose from many offenses, resulting in justification.

Adam’s original sin was a nature we all have. WE ALL FALL SHORT of the glory of God – Christ puts us in right standing for all of eternity out of GRACE.\ 
Angels and mankind were both created creatures, given a free will at the point of God’s creating of them.
Angels fell and now we also know mankind has fallen.
Free will is sometimes disputed and yet it is at the core of all rebellion in the Bible. 
I argue that free will is a foundational piece of the Bible.
/Rom 5:17 For if by the offense of the one, death reigned through the one, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

Death reigned over all of us because of Adam. All of humanity are born identified IN ADAM. We can simply take our free will and become recipients of the abundant grace gifts IN CHRIST.\ 
We can be born again IN CHRIST.
The very righteousness of Jesus Christ has justified you completely. 
There is no such thing as partial righteousness and no such thing as partial justification. 
That would mean TLJC and the work on that cross fell short of completion. 
It would mean that when Jesus cried out IT IS FINISHED – He either lied or failed, you make the call on that one! 

Religion and legalistic teachers try to tell you that you have to work for something and that is a lie. 
/Gal 3:24 Therefore the Law has become our guardian to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. 26 For you are all sons and daughters of God through faith in Christ Jesus.\
You are not under a religious system; you are not beholden to LAWS and commands. You are responsible to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are called to grow and stand strong inside the plan of God…even if we don’t, we do not lose our salvation, though we become loser Bels. 
                            REPEAT
We may even suffer misery or discipline in time. Yet we are eternally secure through our union with Christ.
                           
Jump backward into Romans chapter 4 as we close this doctrine of justification out in its proper context. 
The Apostle Paul ends Romans 3 preaching the truth – we are all children of God, those who have believed upon the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We do not nullify the law and commands; we are fulfilling them within our union with Christ. 
Rom 4:1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found?
Abraham is the forefather for all of us who BELIEVE! 
The Apostle Paul using this debater technique is asking a rhetorical question that he will answer. This highlights faith alone in Christ alone, as always having been the way of salvation. 
/Rom 4:2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about; but not before God.

How Abraham is justified or how he adjusted to the justice of God at salvation indicates the pattern for Old Testament salvation, same as the NEW!\
Actually, Paul uses a 1st class condition here because HE IS STATING – what the Judaizers believe, which is that works are included in salvation and justification.

/Rom 4:2 IF ABRAHAM WAS JUSTIFIED BY WORKS (1st class condition -IF and this were true) – assuming this, then he had reason to boast, but DARE NOT do so in front of GOD!
This has a hint of divine sarcasm within it. Directed at the religious crowd and those pushing Mosaic Law in Rome.\
Never forget the Judaizers and Gnostics were always popping up whenever true Christianity took hold in any city.

/With the legalist types there is no such thing as instant adjustment to the justice of God. There needs to be deep cleansing and rituals to achieve this status. To keep the Law it was every detail, upheld over a long period of time. It takes a long time to develop self-righteousness by observing the Mosaic law. To be recognized as justified was a process and it was fragile – meaning there was a loss that could occur.\ 
Rom 4:3 For what does the scripture say? “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.”
When we study this, really all of the teaching of the Apostle Paul and most of the NT. 
We see how far the religious crowd had driven off course concerning the accuracy of the word, especially salvation. The teaching tools of the Mosaic Law became distorted. 
Rom 4:4 Now to the one who works, the wages are not credited as a favor, but as what is due.
Grace is canceled by works. When you work for something it is natural to expect payment or at least acknowledgement.

We do not offer GOD works… HE does the work; we reap the benefits – that is grace. 
/Rom 4:5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies (dikaioō) the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,

The present tense, tells us - IN CHRIST we are set free, proclaimed righteous by a supreme legal standard. We go forward in that same state of justification.\ 
DEE-KAA-HO, to be proclaimed legally free and innocent. Fully vindicated by no works of our own – through the person and work of Jesus Christ.

/ The justice system of GOD is pure and righteous beyond human comprehension; it can never be ignored not even by GOD Himself. God must judge our sins before the justice of God is free to bless us with salvation (40 grace gifts). The mechanics for salvation is the adjustment to the justice of God, that is where GRACE is found. Grace is the policy of the justice of God in blessing man.\
Rom 4:6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the person to whom God credits righteousness apart from works:
David is an incredible example of an OT Bel who knew the deeper context of the Mosaic law and the application in his life.
Though he had several failures, he was always considered a man after God’s own heart. 
That is because of the intimate level he engaged in his relationship with God. 
Rom 4:7 “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED.
Rom 4:8 “BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT.”
David knew how GOD dealt with personal sins of HIS children and he applied the shadow of what we call REBOUND in the CA today;
/Psa 32:1 How blessed is he whose wrongdoing is forgiven, Whose sin is covered! 2 How blessed is a person whose guilt the LORD does not take into account, And in whose spirit there is no deceit!\
Notice how David handled his own times of personal failure. You see David would name and cite a known sin, yet this was during the age of Israel. 

So, he would also have to follow the protocol of the Mosaic Law – which would mean the day of atonement (YOM KIPPUR), also had to be upheld.
/Psa 32:3 When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away Through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality failed as with the dry heat of summer. Selah (divine discipline)\

/Psa 32:5 I acknowledged my sin to You, And I did not hide my guilt; I said, “I will confess my wrongdoings to the LORD”; And You forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah

1Jhn 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous, so that He will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.\

Rom 4:9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say, “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.”
Rom 4:10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or  uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised;
Rom 4:11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them,
Rom 4:12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised.
Rom 4:13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith.
Rom 4:14 For if those who are of the Law are heirs, then faith is made void and the promise is nullified;
Rom 4:15 for the Law brings wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no violation.
Rom 4:16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,

