Mat #10
We will start with Mat 2:7

The interesting principle in this study is that all parties involved except the Magi are living in the arrogance complex of sins.
/The majority of the Jewish population under King Herod were rebellious and bitter about Roman occupation. The Pharisees & Sadducees were power hungry much like Herod so there was very little love lost among all parties involved.\
As I mentioned last time hypocrites use other people they normally do not respect or consider friends to gain access to whatever their desires or goals are in the end.
The ends justify the means…never forget that when dealing with hypocrisy and evil leadership. 

/Herod the Great had his Jewish followers (Herodian’s) but the majority of Jews were under the strict legalism of Judaism. The Pharisees & Sadducees were just as arrogant as well as knee deep in hypocrisy as King Herod was.\
Let’s start with Herod’s secret meeting, noting that secrets are a tool with hypocrites…a tool they use often. 

Mat 2:7 Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the Child; and when you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him.”
Mat 2:9 After hearing the king, they went their way; and the star, which they had seen in the east, went on before them until it came and stood over the place where the Child was.
Mat 2:10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
/Mat 2:11 After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.\
Mat 2:12 And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way.

First looking at verse 11…note that it is a house and a child….not a manger & new born baby they come across.

/Baby Jesus was probably about a year old at this time and Mary & Joseph were in a house at this point. The gifts represented royalty… gold, frankincense, and myrrh all have significant value in a kingdom.\
Gold is a form of great wealth it shows a high regard when given as a gift. 
The Frankincense was expensive perfume used for Kings  & Queens…representing Christ royalty and His life here on earth.
The Myrrh again was costly and this was used often in ancient Egypt to bury royalty like kings, or princes.
This was highlighting the future death of the Messiah.

/The Magi (Gentiles) were on a long journey to see a King they knew would be unique, they came prepared for the occasion. Notice that Unbelievers are more prepared & respectful than the Bels who knew the Torah.\

You will often find that Born Again Bels are really not much different than those Unbels in the cosmic system.

In fact sometimes…Christians are much more arrogant and hard hearted than Unbels. 
/A study from Gen-Rev will open the eyes of any Bel who thinks Christianity is filled with perfect people who love God and follow His commands continually. You will find the majority could care less about a relationship with God.\

Not much different than what we have today.
In today’s world… true Christianity is dismissed and diminished by Bels all the time!
/Recent studies show that 70% of Americans still claim to be Christians. Out of that 70, only 30% attend church at least once a week. Out of the 30, about 10 % follow Biblical principles in their daily lives.\
The rest claim that the Bible is not something they fully believe in or follow.

The illusion is that Christians seem to be everywhere when you look on the surface… but the reality is many have never fully embraced TLJC for who He truly is and what He did on the cross.

/Mat 2:13 Now when they had gone, behold, an angel (aggelos) of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.”\

An angelic messenger came to the Magi first and then to Joseph in the night.

This is most certainly a special visit and divine intervention that God had to do and still does occasionally today.

/We can’t put God in a box, even in the Church-Age we have certain miracles and divine intervention that can happen even though it is a rare occasion.\ 

The human life of TLJC was a time of great miracles, healings and even demonic activity that we do not often see today. 
Remember the Cross of Christ was like the starting gun for the CA to begin.

At that point there was a shift in human history.
The angelic warfare shifted gears once again…a new dispensation had begun. The CA is really not a time of visible demonic activity…though we see it from to time.

It is not a time of Apostles & prophets.
The CA is not overflowing with miracles & healings…that is why the Bel needs to be aware of those men & women claiming to be faith healers and prophets.
Just a warning folks…the church is not a place of magic shows and emotional nonsense. 

It should be a place to really focus on the word of God…learning and growing is the protocol plan for CA…once we grow up we can apply the doctrine we have learned.

Look at Joseph concerning a man following the plan of God for his life.

/Mat 2:14 So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt.
Joseph is once again showing obedience to the plan of God. The gifts of the Magi helped sustain the young couple.\

Notice how God supplied everything needed for this attack that was preparing to be launched against the Messiah.
/God can use Unbel’s or difficult circumstances to bless those positive Bel’s who are maintaining their walk in His plan.\ ELABORATE

God’s timing is perfect… He comes through just before King Herod has a mental breakdown and calls for the assassination of the Messiah.

/The gifts & blessing may come from peculiar circumstances or people we do not normally have contact with. This is a key reason that the Bel needs spiritual discernment to make right choices during times of pressure.\

The Bel who refuses to grow up spiritually is destined for a life of bad decisions & loss of blessing.
/Mat 2:15 He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: (Hosea) 
 “OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON.”\

Egypt is analogous to the world. 

/Interesting principle is that Joseph & Mary were told to go into the secular area with the Messiah, because they had enough doctrine & wealth to sustain them even in the midst of negative environment.\ 

There are times that a Bel has to sustain themselves in anti-Christian environments but God always give them what they need to make it through. 

We will finish with a look at verse 16
/Mat 2:16 Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the magi.\
Look at the extremes Herod goes to.
 /EMPAIZO’-Greek verb, he had been tricked; meaning to play with someone in a mocking fashion, to deceive on purpose.
THYMOO’ – enraged; thrown into a violent emotional state or frenzy that is out of control.\  EM-PIE-ZO   
THO-MOT-OH
We already noted that Herod was in his late 60’s and having physical and mental health issues.

/Herod was entrenched in arrogance & entitlement which is almost always certain to bring on mental or physical health issues later in life.\

You cannot walk through your whole life living for self…filled with arrogance and sins like anger or insecurities, jealousy, entitlement, implacability and not have mental or physical health problems.

Many times both physical & mental health issues pop up and one adds to the other over time. 
/Prov 21:4 Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, is sin.

The Lamp is reference to inner soul of the person.\

The heart is said to be deceitful and wicked and even TLJC would not trust in the heart of mankind.

/Joh 2:24-25 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.\

If the Bel can struggle with the OSN, think about the Unbel!  ELABORATE!
/Jer 17:9 “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick;
Who can understand it? 10 “I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind,
even to give to each man according to his ways, according to the results of his deeds.\

King Herod was an Unbel posing as a Bel.
We have this same scenario in churches all over the world today.

/Rom 9:6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel;\
In Matthew chapter 13 there is a parable about the tares and wheat growing alongside one another…now the parables often point to the 7 yr. Tribulation period.
 But they have significance in the time we live now…for that matter the time TLJC taught them they had deep meaning.

/There has always been…and will always be people involved in religion & the church of Jesus Christ who are not Bel’s. They are usually involved in some form of legalism or appeasing their flesh with a show of pseudo spirituality.\

King Herod had pledged allegiance to Caesar not the God of Israel. 

Herod the Great had a great divide between himself & God.

A few principles to finish up with center around the implosion that turned into an explosion concerning King Herod and his murderous rage toward Jesus Christ.

/Those in a position of authority who live in their flesh are capable of grave injustices against the people they are responsible for, many times it is because they have been put under pressure due to their own failures or weaknesses becoming revealed.\

This leads them to an emotional condition called imploding which is having a mental breakdown usually igniting anger or panic …which eventually comes out in their actions.

/Fruit of the Spirit or living in the flesh become visible after a period of pressure, challenges or failure. The Bel or even Unbel will display what power they are under once trouble & truth knock at their door.\ 

Unbels have no filling power of the HS or BD to rely on during difficult times.
And Bels who are walking outside PPOG are living in their flesh…so there is very little difference between those Bels & the Unbels.
/Prov 18:11-12 A rich man’s wealth is his strong city, and like a high wall in his own imagination. Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, but humility goes before honor.

Herod was not accustomed to humility nor having his privilege threatened. \

Entitled people do not have to be wealthy.
Some people with very little resources get just as comfortable with getting something for free or having certain needs fulfilled consistently as a wealthy person does.
Turn to 2Tim chapter 3
It is a mentality that develops after a period time, it has been going on since the dawn of time.

/What is brewing within your soul structure, be it positive or negative, anger or joy will bubble to the surface during times of pressure. The more entitled or prideful the person is the easier it is to flip the implosion switch which ignites the (outer) explosion.\

This arrogant behavior and spoiled mentality is something that only increases in the end times.

2Tim 3:1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.
/2Tim 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,\
/2Tim 3:4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these.
No filling of the HS or spiritual life because it is all a show…Unbels\

 6 For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses,

This is because emotions are running the show not solid doctrinal thoughts.
Weak women refers to men and women with no sound doctrine.
Verse 7  finishes by stating….always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
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