Mat 186
Faith, a function of spiritual strength 

4th of July weekend I will probably take a few days off.
I’ll do the Lord’s supper with my message on Thursday July 2nd but I will take the weekend off after that. Come back that following Tuesday.
Let us open up with Mark chapter 11

Today we can wrap up this series on faith, now obviously we can go on for another 4 or 5 lessons but I believe I am covering what God the HS has led me to touch on for this series.
Strong faith is a crucial weapon for the CA Bel to not only understand but have in their arsenal otherwise Satan and his cosmic system can wear down the saints as it tells us in Dan 7:25.

/A Bel who is burnt out, distracted or overwhelmed is usually the victim of cosmic fatigue which is common among Bels with a weakness in their faith. Satan is an expert at wearing down human beings with distractions, stumbling blocks and assaulting the senses with despair or anger. Therefore, a Bel needs a strong faith otherwise it can become overwhelming day in and day out in the cosmic system.\     REPEAT

A few areas need to be addressed when building a stronger faith.
First and foremost, as I have already clarified in this series your intimacy with TLJC makes a huge difference.

We can remind ourselves of that today but also look at a few other areas that may hamper our faith.

Mar 11:22 And Jesus answered saying to them, “Have faith in God.
/Mar 11:23 “Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him.\
Mar 11:24 “Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you.
Mar 11:25 “Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions.

Again I remind the Bel that TLJC used this powerful analogy so HE could wake the disciples up that when they reach a higher level of SM their will and their daily lives line up with the plan of God and when that happens they can have a powerful prayer life because what they pray for and desire is not worldly anymore.
/Prayer is an extension of faith rest it is the exhale of the doctrine resident in your soul which means prayer is at its greatest strength when the Bel is strong & mature. Our divine priesthood allows communication to the Father through prayer which means it is not used as a problem, solving device; Faith rest is a problem, solving device.\ 
REPEAT
You can not just cry out and pray every-time a problem comes into your life.

Now I will not put God in a box because there are times we cry out in despair and God will suddenly give us an exit or relief from an adversity. This is not the expectation inside the plan of God.

Faith rest which develops over time and gains strength is a part of problem solving inside the plan of God.

Whether we study Moses and the Exodus generation, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob, Joseph or even Paul and Peter… faith rest is displayed in their lives and in fact it was obvious that God was testing their faith many times. 

/Two other key areas that effect strength in your faith are; Doubt and Forgiveness.
Mar 11:23 - does not doubt in his heart, but believes
Mar 11:25 -  forgive others, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you\
Both of these mental attitudes will hinder strength in your faith.
We can note the issue of forgiveness first because this is a problem that hinders Bels not only in the area of faith but the extension of faith which is prayer and also spiritual growth.
/2Cor 2:10 But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ,
Stop making forgiveness about YOU! It is about Christ and what HE has done for everyone.\
We forgive because TLJC went to that Cross to deal with ALL sins…everyone’s OSN was dealt with there.
When you feel like you are struggling to forgive someone it is because you lack spiritual growth or spiritual strength to do so, it usually means you have lost sight of the Cross of Christ. 

It often stems from hypersensitivity which is an inordinate focus on SELF!
/Mat 6:14 “For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.\
Your spiritual walk is limited and your prayers reach no higher than the ceiling when you lack forgiveness.

It is one of the most devasting sins because it means you harbor ill will toward another, that a root of bitterness has found a home in your soul. 

This speaks to a lifestyle issue which means this could become evil…
remember all evil is sin, but all sin is not evil.
Bitterness always breeds sins like an unforgiving heart, hardness in the soul, jealousy, anger and pettiness.

/Heb 12:15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled (miainō);
This was a term used when clothing or a fabric was dyed, it meant a stain or something with the ability to spread out and change the whole piece or material.\   ME-EYE-NO
Many are defiled, this points to how quickly it stains or spreads out to touch everyone around you…everyone is tainted and unclean because of it.
REPEAT    ELABORATE

This is the exact opposite of what the Bible teaches us.
Look what the Apostle Paul taught at Ephesus;

/Eph 4:32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
When you lack forgiveness your actions claim that the Cross of Christ was insignificant.\ 
Forgiveness does not mean you have to be best friends with the person who hurt you. 
It means you have to have impersonal, unconditional love and that means you are no longer bitter toward them and harbor any ill will toward them.

This is a huge stumbling block in the area of faith rest and prayer for Bels.
It also guarantees you never grow beyond salvation. 
Bels who lack forgiveness and a tender heart about forgiveness will never be strong Bels who can sustain themselves with faith rest during adversities. 
/Col 3:13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.\
Turn to James chapter one with me RF.
Can anyone of us think back over the years of our lives and think we didn’t deserve the wrath of God due to our own failures, sins and attitudes?
Be very careful how you judge others…
Mat 7:2 tells us - The standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will be judged.
Remember something God wanted the Pharaoh who mistreated HIS people in Egypt to come to salvation…just like He wanted Adolph Hitler to be forgiven.
TLJC went to the Cross for WHOSOEVER would believe upon HIM. 
Who are we not to forgive another?

Jesus’s brother James was trying to teach the Jews who still had strong ties with the Torah.
Even though they were now scattered abroad, the majority of the Jews were involved in the same ritualistic behaviors and legalism as if the Cross of Christ was just a passing fade.

Jas 1:1 James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.
/Jas 1:2 Consider it all joy (pas chara), my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.\
First off - consider in the Greek original language really means to add it all up and calculate the situation. Meaning the Bel has taken the time to put the facts together using BD.
None of this points to emotional nonsense in James 1:2-4.

To calculate with careful thought and analyze who TLJC is and what HE accomplished on that Cross.

Then we have -pas chara (PAS  HU-RAH) which we can call a divine happiness which differs from human joy and human happiness.
But it is ALL added up…everything taken into consideration, who TLJC is, the Cross at Calvary, HIS death, burial & resurrection and now the Church Age is underway – ALL of this is a fact that they need to be fully aware of!
Because you as a thinking Bel gather the facts and add up everything you know…now you have an inner happiness and contentment that has value and strength. 
Contentment is true Biblical happiness.
Your faith is not built on fables & myths.
And now because you are growing and learning the facts you are gaining momentum.
/Jas 1:4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
The tests and adversities are no longer stressful you now have the endurance and contentment to sustain yourself.\

Not from a place of wishful thinking but from a solid place…a foundation of real faith that you will rest in because it is a stable shelter for you to relax in during attacks and gather yourself for the long haul. 
Again, I note the building blocks here in James chapter one as well.

Jas 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

/Jam 1:6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.
Doubt enters when we slip from our focus on Christ (BD). The cosmic system is like a turbulent sea, which means you will always have distractions. \
Doubts usual mean the Bel has been slipping in their relationship with God.
They have been distracted by cosmic viewpoint or perhaps weak Bels they associate with, or even worse - Unbels begin to infiltrate their time and thoughts.
Jas 1:7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord,
[bookmark: _Hlk43741083]/Jas 1:8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
This speaks to emotions and cosmic viewpoint infiltrating the Bel’s soul structure.\
This is always a formula for squashing your spiritual momentum and choking out the building of your faith.
Often times, this is because what you see or hear on the surface is from Satan’s system therefore it is a counterfeit of truth in one form or another. Or it is a visual or verbal assault designed to give ignite your emotions.
REPEAT

/There is an edification complex building in your soul structure as you grow after salvation, do not let it dwindle because of emotions and cosmic viewpoint infiltrating your soul. Satan wants to break that down and corrupt your strength & momentum sending you into emotional waves of doubt, worry and anger.\
So, as we get ready to close this series on faith please realize that if you have a hard heart toward other people and you lack forgiveness your faith is dead in the water.
Also, the consistent presence of doubt in your thinking will cripple your spiritual growth and in turn leave you with a very weak faith. 
To avoid both of these stumbling blocks the Bel simply needs to get closer to TLJC and as I made clear last lesson this is time in the WORD…in the beginning was the word and the word was with GOD and the Word was God…
The word became flesh and dwelt among us!
There is no separation between Bible doctrine and Jesus Christ.
/1Jhn 3:22 and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.
This does not mean sinless perfection, it means a serious relationship with Christ.\

This is the remedy for the person struggling with doubt or lack of forgiveness;
Get in the word habitually and start applying it to your life, it is okay to stumble and fall along the way just finding a starting point and get too it!

/Jhn 15:7 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
This means to dwell in comfort and find a shelter and move forward within the word.\
You do not dwell anywhere in comfort or move forward in something you have no confidence in and you do not gain confidence in a person or anything unless you get familiar with it.  
 REPEAT
God has designed a plan just for you.
Is it a matter of trust? 
If so, spend the time & effort to get closer, learn more and find out what a great, powerful and loving Father we have in heaven.
/Luk 11:13 “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?” (Mat 7:11)\
This speaks to the effort on you as a Bel, because God is the same yesterday, today & tomorrow. 

He wants a loving relationship.

He opens His arms as a loving Father, TLJC is called our husband and God the HS is the patience, loving HELPER for us to rely upon.
Let’s finish in James chapter two.

What many people don’t realize about the teaching of James chapter two is that he was calling out the Bels who have no fruit of the Spirit, they had no spiritual growth, nothing in life resembles the Christian way of life. 

There is also the lesson that Bels can’t put the cart before the horse, meaning -

A person does not work their way into Christianity because it is all grace.

Jas 2:14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?
This is a rhetorical question, because James is well aware of faith alone in Christ alone is the means of salvation.
This is pointing to the question what does you faith lead you to do? Because if it is to gain spiritual momentum and it is something to show in your spiritual walk after a period of time then this is a faith that is certainly what TLJC taught them about.       REPEAT
If not, you have a dead faith that is either false… meaning you are not even born again or that you have nothing but dead works and no spiritual growth whatsoever. 
Then James goes on to explain what he is teaching;
Jas 2:15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,
Jas 2:16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?
/Jas 2:17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.
This is the lesson James is emphasizing, not works as a means of salvation.\
IF- is in the 3rd class condition, maybe you will, maybe you won’t, the choice is on you!
 
But what you do after salvation speaks volumes as to whether you are even born again and saved and where you are spiritually.
/Jas 2:18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”
Calling out the Christians who claim to believe yet have no real evidence of Christ in their lives.\ 
James is making a powerful and very convicting testimony in this chapter.
Jas 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.
This is often misinterpreted it speaks to claiming you believe in a GOD singular not THE God - Trinity.
Actually James 2:19 – is one of the few scriptures that points to fallen angels rejecting Christ as a savior in eternity past and therefore once mankind was created they sealed their own fate.
They shudder because they know judgment is coming!

The concept is a similarity to Judaism which is focused on the God of Abraham but neglects the savior Jesus Christ.
Jas 2:20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?
/Jas 2:21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?
Gen 15:6 “Abraham had believed in the Lord and it was credited to his account for righteousness.” (salvation)
Abraham hit his pinnacle of faith when he offered up Isaac.\
Two justification come into view which often gets overlooked.
Abraham had been a Bel for years and years before he offered up his son.
Abraham like Job and a few other Bels in history reached the highest level of SM. In doing what he did, Abraham crossed over into a realm in spiritual warfare and personal achievement in God’s plan that is recognized as a vindication of his faith beyond a level of SM and into a Christ-like realm of righteousness in the temporal sense.

Jas 2:22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;

Notice the statement faith was perfected.
Jas 2:23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of God.

/Jas 2:24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.
Faith alone which is left to dwindle and die with no strength, has no value in God’s plan. Faith increased by Bible Doctrine & filling of the Holy Spirit will propel the Bel into action.\
