James #114
Serve the LORD with true humility

Open back up in Acts 20 RF.
This section of chapter twenty is right when the Apostle Paul is about to pivot into a geographical mistake. His own arrogance is going to get him into trouble. 
This is his farewell to Ephesus or at least he thought so. It is always interesting how we think we can manipulate our plans in the flesh into the plan of GOD.

This set of letters was sent out to pastors and leaders he had set into place.
He is about 35 miles away from Ephesus in Miletus. The Apostle Paul was setting up a pastor’s conference before he left the area. 
Act 20:18 And when they came to him, he said to them, “You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time,

/Act 20:19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews;

Almost everywhere the Apostle Paul set up a ministry, the Gnostics and Sanhedrin had agents or false teachers there to undermine his authority.\  
Paul would weep with those who wept and rejoice with those who rejoiced.
He understood and built the Royal Family Honor Code as a part of the foundation of the early church.

/Act 20:19 – serving the LORD with humility;  
He means orientation to grace and the plan of God, both require knowledge of doctrine. A mental attitude of orientation to the grace of God is necessary for true service, you cannot serve God without it. The Apostle Paul knew studying and thinking is where true service for the LORD begins.\ 
Service inside the plan of GOD begins with accuracy in the WORD, filled by God the HS – then you learn to apply BD in the proper fashion.
A Christian cannot simply go out and serve inside the plan of GOD, because first and foremost they need direction. Which comes from being in the WORD and being filled by the HS.
Secondary they have to make sure their emotions are not driving them, instead of motivation by the WORD and guidance by God the HS.
                                REPEAT
There is a difference between wood, hay and stubble, and precious gem stones that the Apostle Paul taught on within 1Cor 3:12.
/Act 20:20 how I did not shrink (hypostellō) from declaring to you anything that was beneficial, and teaching you publicly and from house to house,

This is what many consider humility in the cosmic system – it is a spirit of timidity, it comes from shame, or fear of rejection.\ 
HOOP-O-STELL-O, means a fear, or a nature that is very timid due to others’ opinions as well as shame or guilt.

It means a person who withdraws quickly because others influence them, or they walk around in some form of shame or guilt. 
Humiliation is not true humility!
That is a counterfeit humility. 
That is a fake humility.
/We have seen this ideology of false humility over recent years in something called hate speech and social justice. This also is seen in DEI (diversity, equity and inclusion). All the lies in the devil’s world to keep you timid, silent and in the corner afraid to live in truth and speak truth. True humility gives you confidence in who YOU are IN CHRIST. If you have insecurities, fear or a spirit of timidity controlling you, that is not Divine Humility.\ 
In fact, that is hypersensitivity which is a focus on self. 
                           
Satan has had great success in recent years with these ploys. The art of keeping Christians silent, useless and striving to fit in…to go along and get along with the Unbels of the world.
 
Also take note, the early church was never about big buildings and massive music ministries. It was not designed for political correctness and popular places to hang out – it was a gathering to study and grow with accurate teaching.
The early church was focused on spiritual growth through knowledge. 

It was not designed for theatrics and yet that is a large portion of Christianity today.  
                           REPEAT
Act 20:21 solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

/Act 20:22 “And now, behold, bound by the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there,

The Apostle Paul was allowing emotions to get the best of him – this is not where GOD was calling him. \
Even at higher levels of maturity we all fall victim to our emotions and those who tickle our sentiments and drag us outside the plan of God for our life.
Any Bel can fall into this from time to time.

Jerusalem at this time, was dealing with a lot of legalism and issues with Jewish brethren and this was not his ministry.
The exact book we are anchored in right now, points us to who was being established as pastor-teacher in Jerusalem, James, the half-brother of Jesus. 
This would end up being a curse for Paul, which later turned into a blessing – we now know as the 4 prison epistles of the Apostle Paul would be born from this self-induced misery.          
                                REPEAT 
Act 20:23 except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that chains and afflictions await me.
Oh, how true this would be – self-induced misery would arrive when he got there.
God would put a few obvious, obstacles in his path and yet he insisted on going into Jerusalem. 
Read chapters 21 into chapter 23. You will see the roadblocks God attempt to use for the Apostle Paul, then the end results. 
/Act 20:24 “But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of God’s grace.

The Bel who is pushing toward maturity becomes very focused and extremely humble. They put God’s calling and their personal sense of destiny high on their priority list.\ 
What may have been important or interesting, when they first became born again, has slowly dwindled and the true destiny GOD has for them is now in focus.  
It was unfortunate that the Apostle Paul refused to heed the warnings.
Yet in the big picture – God used this to bring us the 4 prison epistles that had so much deep doctrine for CA Bels.
Just an interesting side note -  when failure happens at high levels of maturity it is easily turned into blessings and growth opportunities because the Bel has not gone too far astray.
                              REPEAT
Act 20:25 “And now behold, I know that all of you, among whom I went about preaching the kingdom, will no longer see my face.
This is not entirely true – God would have the Apostle Paul pass through Ephesus several years down the road.
The problem was the Apostle Paul had Jerusalem in his sights. He had a great love for his people – the Jews, especially his former friends in the Sanhedrin. 

This would lead him into some foolish legalism in Jerusalem, when he was not called to be there at that time.
It’s a case of following your heart, listening to the emotions over what God is truly telling you.
                              REPEAT
/Act 20:26 “Therefore, I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all people.

Once a teacher has given an honest effort to teach the truth, preach the gospel and administer accurate BD, what people do with that is on THEM!\  
Every person will stand and fall on what they decided to listen to and what they decided to apply in the end.

If you are under the wrong teaching, that is on you…if you allow others to dictate your spiritual growth, that is on you.
Every Christian will answer for what they did with the time, talent and treasure they were given AFTER salvation.
/1Cor 3:12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13 each one’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each one’s work.\

Act 20:27 “For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God.
There is that statement again we studied last message – The Apostle Paul is saying I refused to walk around in fear, humiliation and having a lifestyle of timidity.  
He said I do not withdraw and shrink backward.
/True humility is not submission and weakness! True humility stands in boldness, yet it stands on the truth (BD). Jesus Christ walked in Divine Humility and yet he offended a lot of people. Jesus Christ displayed righteous indignation from time to time. Jesus spoke boldly and never walked on eggshells, being fearful of other people’s opinions.\ 
Jesus was very balanced in HIS approach as to not consistently hurt people who needed healing…yet occasionally the truth brings forth pain to those who live outside of it!

Jesus always had true humility, even when HE made bold and painful statements for many to hear.
/Mat 10:34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.

Luk 12:51 Do you think that I came to provide peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division; 52 for from now on five members in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three.\
The truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ just simply brings division, not because God wants it that way…but because truth is singular and it is sharper than a two-edge sword, it pierces through everything!     (Heb 4:12)

Act 20:28 “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.
Notice the calling for pastor-teachers – they shepherd you in the WORD. 

God the HS prepares teachers and church leaders, they are men who have taken the calling upon their life seriously. They study and prepare and that preparation and studying goes on until they are brought home to be with the LORD, or God puts a stop to it!
It is God ordained and it is a calling.

/Act 20:28; The Apostle Paul tells them -  take heed, be on your guard (Pres, Act, Imper), the Present tense, this will keep happening, Active voice, pay attention pastor-teachers the responsibility is on you! The Imperative mood, not a suggestion, this is a command. Part of a pastor’s job, is to warn against false doctrine and false teachers.\ 
The attacks from the Gnostics and Sanhedrin were an ongoing issue. 

There were also the charlatans and magicians of the day who fleeced people out of money. 
They used creative lies and manipulation to prophesize or trick people into following them. 
/Those who lacked true humility usually fell for the nonsense and lies. They were unteachable because they lacked divine humility and instead, they fell for the showmanship or stimulation of the false teachers and crafty magicians. There is nothing new under the sun, Christianity today is made up of a large portion of spectacle, pomp and circumstance, or colorful and popular ministry with no substance.\  
Act 20:29 “I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;
Act 20:30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things to draw away the disciples after them.
/There are two types of false teachers and both are dangerous. One is the Unbeliever who has great intellect and charm, they devour people and even Bels fall for them. The other is the Believer who has gone astray from truth. They may, or may not have the gift of pastor or leader, yet their desire is always for some type of personal gain (monetary or popularity). They become experts at ear tickling.\ 
They know what messages keeps butts in the seats, or what type of prophetic word keeps people mesmerized. 
Some are embedded into denominations while others are independent.     
The Apostle Paul realized that even some of his own teachers may rise up against truth. Or perhaps ordain a man who lacked integrity, perhaps not even a man who had the calling of pastor-teacher.
                              REPEAT
We actually have a lot of that today – men with high intellect and great personalities, yet they are not true, pastor-teachers. 
Act 20:31 “Therefore, be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.
The Apostle Paul watched Bels he knew, fall for the lies and follow the counterfeits of Satan.

He witnessed false teachers infiltrate his own congregations. Even though he was warning against it – people still fell for the lies. 
Act 20:32 “And now I entrust you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

/Divine Humility is a system of perception of Bible doctrine, resulting in the Believer living in the direct and perfect will of God rather than the permissive will of God. This places them on a steady path into Spiritual Maturity, with less distractions, self-induced misery and discipline. What the Bel studies and how they prioritize BD matters! It matters just as much as being filled by the HS habitually. \ 
 

