Mat 245
To truly follow the Lord is a journey toward spiritual maturity

We are back in Matthew chapter 16 and we will pick it up back in verse 24.
What we will note is the fact that once TLJC told His followers that HE would have to suffer many things and face death, HE then awoke them to their calling that would truly only begin after HIS death, resurrection and ascension.

They had been in training and would continue to train but now there was a greater emphasis upon what they would be expected to do – what was the mantle they would need to pick up, put on and carry forward.

TLJC would now really begin the definitive teaching of the 12 Apostles as being leaders who would carry on without HIS physical presence. In doing that they would need to understand all the authority and power they would receive for this calling.

Just as all Bels need to understand what is expected of them in spiritual combat and what is their power & authority in the spiritual realm as well.
Mat 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.
/Mat 16:25 “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.\

Mat 16:26 “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

What the call really is from the point in verse 24 where TLJC tells HIS followers to pick up their cross and follow HIM into verse 25 – where HE tells them to lose their life for HIS sake.

And right into verse 26 – where TLJC clearly states that the cosmic system has no profit or gain and in fact causes many to lose their soul, this is all a call toward SM. 
Turn to Ephesians chapter one with me RF

/Mat 16:24-26 is now a wake-up call as to what happens after Jesus suffers and is gone. We gain eternal life by choosing Jesus Christ (salvation), therefore saving our lives. 
Mat 16:25 whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. – This is the call to get serious with the plan of God.\
Those who truly want to follow TLJC actually find the life that God called them to live. The life the Unbel has in the cosmic system is not the original design God has for their life. It is a counterfeit.

 Therefore, when the Bel refuses to pursue the plan of God they too are settling for a counterfeit.
                   REPEAT
Look at the reminder the Apostle Paul gave to Bels at Ephesus; 
/Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us (eulogeō) with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
Past tense- pointing to divine benefits & favor, to bestow prosperity upon.\
U-LOG-GAY-OH this means a blessing but also a term for gifts & prosperity.

This tells us part of God the Father’s plan has already done something for you in eternity past.
Through TLJC we inherit spiritual blessings not just in eternity but right now in our new nature.

The gifts and prosperity are in the spiritual meaning when we are in the flesh it is impossible to utilize them.
Eph 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love

The duel principle here is your blessings and gifts are part of a plan God already set up millions of years ago.
HE chose us, even you…meaning your life, HE accounted for in eternity past, without interfering with your free will – God knew you would turn toward HIM. 
Eph 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,
/Eph 1:6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
No part of HIS plan needed your effort or human works involved. In fact, it complicates the plan. God gives from HIS grace and love, we simply need to acknowledge and accept the terms.\
Eph 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace
Eph 1:8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight
God lavished it upon the world and yet many still reject the offer and grace gifts of God.

/ Grace blessing preexisted all Bels. The blessing came first, therefore you had nothing to do with the blessing, you were just there. Since the blessing of the Bel existed before the Bel it is impossible for such blessing to be based on our efforts or human ability. We simply acknowledge and apply HIS word and at the proper time the escrow account releases what has already been placed there.\ 
Whether we are talking about blessings and gifts in the sense of temporal or eternal they are already there with your name on them. 
This includes gifts of spiritual strength, spiritual discernment and levels of SM that each come with greater capacity.

Just as salvation was a grace gift so too is everything else in the plan of God.
/Eph 2: 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.\
The merit we can achieve was all laid out in eternity past – by that I mean walking into eternity as a winner with crowns and rewards as we noted last lesson.

God already gave it to you – many Bels will leave crowns, blessings and rewards in their escrow account and suffer loss of inheritance not because God withheld it.
HE already gave it to them – free will again comes into light folks. 
                      REPEAT
/Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk (peripateō) in them.
To walk is a term for a pattern of behavior, having a destination or a focus. \
PERRI-PE-TET-OH walk meaning to be accountable for what you are doing. Habitually moving in a positive direction, it means you have a goal in mind - you are occupied with that pattern that will get you there.

God will not force you to walk in the new nature – GOD will not force you to grow up and agree with HIS plan.
Go to Romans chapter 12 RF. 
By the same token God can not go against HIS own nature and HIS own plan and give you all these escrow blessings including spiritual strength and spiritual maturity unless you have walked in a pattern that lines up with HIS plan for your life.

/Just as in salvation it was done for you in eternity past so too were your blessings and rewards. But until you adjusted to the justice of God (recognizing you are a sinner in need of a savior) by coming to Christ that grace gift sits on the shelf with your name on it.\
The example being salvation – it is awaiting everyone, the work was done and all that needs to happen is an acknowledgement of it.

If a relative of yours left you a brand, new house, already paid for in your name. 
But he left legal instructions that you reach a certain age and take responsibility of the taxes and agree to come into that house with no outstanding bills from other properties or credit card debt. 
How many people would agree with those legal terms and do their best to get their life in order and get that house that is already in their name?

And how many would agree that legally this house is already yours? 
The mortgage is paid in your name and legal documents were all in order with your name as the owner. 
            REPEAT       ELABORATE
This is the best example I can give that should enlighten you to what I am teaching you about. 

/Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.\
This is the big challenge for Bels - to separate themselves from cosmic influences and cosmic friendships that drag them away, by that I mean they distract them.
Because as it states in verse two this is about renewing your mind! Conforming to the world begins in the mind, long before it promotes action in a person’s life. 
You do not prove the will of God by refusing to pick up your cross and follow TLJC.
Rom 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.
Like everything else God allotted to every Bel a measure of faith as much as a measure of spiritual strength and spiritual discernment along with all other gifts and blessings.

Some gifts and blessings are part of the temporal escrow for the Bel right now in time and others touch into eternity. 

/Rom 12:4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function,\
All Bels have a calling. 
We are all given spiritual gifts and opportunities to unlock temporal escrow blessings already designed for us in eternity past.

We all have time, talent and treasure we can put into the plan of God.
As we do and learn to apply BD to our lives those escrow blessing gates open at various points in our walk and God is able to rain down upon our lives the gifts, blessings and rewards 
Rom 12:5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

That is a large portion of the call for Bels in time – putting forth our time, talent and treasure to lift up other Bels, lift the word of God up to a lost and dying world by supporting the teaching of truth.
Speak the gospel when we can and be a light to those who are lost.

Jump over to Philippians chapter 4 with me.
When God sees the Bel being conformed to the image of HIS Son - Jesus Christ and they apply the word to their lives and keep going forward in that calling no matter what the world throws at them, HE is obliged to release grace blessings which were already put in that account from eternity past.

/The Bel who desires a serious relationship with Christ is in essence saying they desire intimacy and within that intimacy there are greater blessings & rewards in time and eternity. Part of those blessings will be a greater capacity in the temporal for spiritual insight, spiritual strength and real impersonal, unconditional love.\
This is what drives the Bel toward the maturity barrier – when they have divine capacity because of their proximity to TLJC.
When you begin to reach that maturity barrier and have some time within it, you then begin to secure the eternal blessings sitting in that escrow account that we learned about last lesson  – such as the crowns and authority. 

The blockade to spiritual growth often times has to do with the distractions of the cosmic system – relationships, career, family or wealth and power…all tug away at our attention and tickle the OSN.
/Phl 4:11 Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.
Learned behavior in the spiritual sense is just as powerful as learned behavior in the natural.\
Do you know it takes about 30 to 45 days to start a new habit or a new practice in your life so that it becomes part of your routine?
You can start a bad habit in similar fashion – inside of two months your mind and body begin to accept the change of routine and they assimilate and coordinate with one another.

Your Bible study habits and spiritual application can be dealt with in the same fashion.
In Philippians chapter 4 -  at this point in Paul’s ministry he had some problems in Jerusalem and actually had stepped outside the plan of God. 
He had gotten himself into some problems due to his stubborn nature and going in a direction God didn’t want him to go and getting involved in some legalistic nonsense that he knew better about. 
Paul was now back on track and ready to teach great principles about learning to apply God’s word to your life. 

Look at Phil 4 verse 12;
/Phl 4:12 I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret (myeō) of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.\
MOO-AY-OH is the Greek verb for something mysterious that is learned over time. In fact, it is derived from the Greek word they used for mystery – but this root word tells us Paul went through the course.  He survived the initiation, he became indoctrinated into this mystery lesson by practicing it and living it.  
All written in the Greek present tense.
The present tense tells us this is something you continue to learn and practice.            REPEAT

Phl 4:13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
It is through Christ – not of the flesh meaning the new nature needs to be utilized and habitually lived in.

/Living a spiritual life does not come from a denomination or a building, it comes from a continued relationship with Christ. What we practice becomes second nature and the spiritual realm is no different.\
Turn to 1Timothy chapter 6.

Contentment is the key to true happiness and inside the plan of God spiritual happiness is only achieved by learning to enjoy and appreciate what you already have.

You can not be happy if your circumstances control you. 
/Heb 13:5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,”\

Here is a great lesson in SM because the Bel who gains momentum in the plan of God will notice when their attitude changes concerning areas of desires and what they use to think was important and even what they wanted, compared to what they need.
                         REPEAT
As you grow you will be able to look back and see areas of contentment that you may have never had before.
/1Tim 6:6 But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. 7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.\
We have noted godliness before it is the Greek noun eusebeia  (USE-CE-BY-AH ) – it is true spirituality, it is when a Bel has forward momentum in God’s plan and they are reaching levels of SM.

Godliness is not achieved until a Bel understands BD at a higher level and applies the word of God to their life therefore they have to be SM to achieve this. 
As your contentment grows in all circumstances and you are applying God’s word habitually, you will notice the two attributes combined are powerful momentum for a Bel.
1Ti 6:8 If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.
As verse 7 points out we brought nothing into this world we take nothing with us.
The basics that God supplies all of us daily are recognized as enough in the moment, so why worry about what tomorrow brings? 
That are the thoughts of a SM Bel.
/1Ti 6:9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.\

Satan has designed the cosmic system to use greed and desire to overwhelm our senses so many people always feel like they do not have enough – or even worse they want what others have, which is jealousy and pettiness that leads to inordinate competition. 

We have whole movements today in our country dedicated to destroying those with wealth or success in the name of leveling the playing field – it is satanic and like a cancer from within, it eventually devours societies into socialism and communism. 

/1Ti 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
Money is a useful slave but a wicked master. Pettiness and jealousy breed a bitter spirit that lashes out at others in manipulative and deceitful fashion.\ 
The love of money is the issue – greed is the problem, lack of contentment is at the root of that foul tree. 

1Ti 6:11 But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.
You only pursue those things by pursuing intimacy with TLJC.
You do what Jesus called HIS followers to do in Matt 16:25 – lose your life for HIS sake.
/1Ti 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.\
Notice three things here RF – there is a fight the Bel is called to step up too.

That eternal life after salvation points us to spiritual growth and picking up the cross that is currently in front of you.
The third thing is - We are to be out there for the sake of others, witnesses are the human and angelic beings watching us and also those we touch in our lives. 
Preach the gospel in season and out of season…witness to others and be a WITNESS for the angelic conflict. 


