2Thess #16
Affliction is a part of life – yet there are afflictions that are self-induced.  

The Bible conference is next weekend so today will be my last message until the Bible Conference.
We will do the Lord’s Supper during the Bible Conference. 
/      PRB Ministry Bible Conference
November 11 & 12th the doors open at 10:30am. Class will begin at 10:45am.
 The Dunnellon Historic Train Depot 
   12061 S. Williams Street. Dunnellon
 Fla. 34432 \
Let us get back into 2Thessalonians chapter one RF. 

I want to read through to verse 10 to get us back on track, focused upon the direction the Apostle Paul was about to begin teaching on.

2Thes 1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
2Th 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2Th 1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is only fitting, because your faith is increasing abundantly, and the love of each and every one of you toward one another grows ever greater.
These Bels in Thessalonica had grown a great deal in a few short months.  

The majority of these Bels had even evangelized in their own community, which helped to increase the amount of Bels coming to Christ in Greece.
2Th 1:4 As a result, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.
Verses 4 into verse 5 is what led us on a series of the 7 unjust trials of TLJC.
2Th 1:5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you indeed are suffering.

Their persecution was on no scale, close to TLJC unjust trials. Yet they did face adversity from those in the Greek culture around them.
There was great frustration rising between the Romans and Greeks over the teaching of the Apostles and those supporting the ministry under the name Jesus Christ.
You also had the leadership from the Sanhedrin which were consistently attempting to step on any teaching about TLJC.

/Christians can never simply grow in truth uninterrupted. All people face adversity, tests and tribulations. For the Believer, there is a great difference between suffering for blessing and growing and suffering from self-induced misery or divine discipline. It is absolute foolishness and actually harmful to believe that as a growing Christian, your life will be a series of uninterrupted blessings and no challenges at all. \ 

The Christian or teacher who keeps pumping that narrative, that once you are saved - your life now becomes miraculously easier or less attacks will occur because you are a child of GOD, is setting you up for failure. 

Remember the teaching of Jesus;
/Jhn 15:18 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 19 “If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.\
The closer you get toward Spiritual Maturity the easier you can handle adversity and attacks, that is a much more concise reality of this temporal life.  
                       REPEAT
/2Th 1:6 For after all it is only right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,\

2Th 1:7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted, along with us, when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels
2Th 1:8 in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God, and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
The Apostle Paul is referencing the fact that in the end, GOD will bring forth HIS justice and HIS plan will come to fruition.

2Th 1:9 These people will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
The 7 years of Tribulation is an affliction GOD brings upon the earth which is a cleansing type of discipline.

That 7 year period, is owed to the Nation of Israel as the final phase of the 5th cycle of discipline. Yet it also serves to re-adjust the earth, removing the world from the grips of fallen mankind and Satan’s army. 
It is a powerful indictment upon evil.
It is a call to justice that reveals once and for all time that TLJC is the King of kings and Lord of lords – and that the cross was a pivotal point of the universe.
 
The Unbels who continually attack the children of GOD will face the everlasting misery of the Lake of Fire.

Separation from GOD is what all Unbels and fallen angels will face in the end.
The Apostle Paul is using broad strokes here, to describe that GOD, in the end – will bring HIS justice and perfect plan to a close.
2Th 1:10 when He comes to be glorified among His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed—because our testimony to you was believed.

The statement the Apostle Paul makes in verse six, tells us very matter of fact, that affliction is part of the plan of God.
/2Thes 1:6 - To be afflicted is a matter of fact – we will be afflicted at certain points and everyone will face affliction. The Apostle Paul is pointing to a reality in the temporal life, but there is also the affliction GOD will bring in as HIS plan comes to fruition. 
Thlibō- to pressure, afflict, bring tribulation, to press into a narrow space – to squash the grapes for wine.\
THEE-LEE-BO, was a term for making wine, the grapes had to pressed, to be crushed.

Depending on what viewpoint you take, the act of squashing grapes brings affliction to the grapes and yet in the end it brings forth a beautiful product we know as wine.
/Affliction can be brought in from a Bel in apostasy and peeling away from God’s word. Affliction can be self-induced or can naturally occur such as an accident, an illness, weather, a financial downfall, evil authority or perhaps a genetic issue we inherit. Affliction may be temporary or permanent. Yet it will come down to how the Bel handles the outcome and how they step forward after affliction lands upon their life.\
Affliction can come into your life from outside sources and it may well be a test or growth opportunity.
In time, right now in the temporal: The Bel or Unbeliever can suffer under the general principles related in violation of the laws of divine establishment. 
Anyone can bring misery and affliction into their lives by rejecting the doctrine of authority and rejecting law and order. 

That should be a common sense application - yet both with Bels and Unbel, sometimes it is not.
/Rejecting God’s divine establishments (institutions) such as Free will – imposing your freedom on top of another person’s personal freedom or free will brings misery. When one person violates the freedom of another, there is an opening for affliction to enter into the person’s life who violated the other person. Bel or Unbel this is almost always the case.\
Many times, both the victim and the villain end up with an affliction when personal freedom is disrespected.

It doesn’t matter if you are a Bel or Unbel you can not violate other people’s freedom and then assume God will turn a blind eye to that violation.

/Christian marriage, Christian family and nationalism, also can become openings for affliction and misery when they are disrespected and disregarded for a period of time. Both Bels and Unbels invite misery and affliction into their lives when they trample over God’s divine institutions.\ 
I will confidently say today…in America, we are afflicted in many ways because we destroyed these divine institutions. 
We can talk about divorce, disease, crime or corruption. 
The root cause is because the divine institutions of God have not been respected and upheld over the years.
                         REPEAT
Affliction comes in many shapes and forms and for various reasons.
 /In eternity the Believer has no suffering;
Rev 21:4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”\

The Unbeliever suffers forever in the lake of fire — Revelation 20:12-15.
/Rev 20:12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.\
The great White Throne Judgment is written as a spectacular event which happens at the end of the 1,000 years of Christ on earth – it is the ignition point of the eternal state.
The way it is described I believe everyone will witness this judgment because the earth and the universe as we know it, is forever changed.

/Rev 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them; and they were judged, each one of them according to their deeds.

The sin issue was dealt with upon the Cross, everyone who ends up in the Lake Fire is there because they reject Christ and stand on their own merits and righteousness.\
This also points to fallen angels and the Nephilim. 
To be judged according to their deeds tells us GOD will have levels of judgment or punishment for everyone according to their own deeds.  
This is a permanent everlasting affliction of the worse kind!
/Rev 20:14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

The Lord Jesus Christ gives us the eternal life – those who reject HIM have removed their name from the Book of Life.\
Every person ever born is given a destiny in this world, it is an opportunity because their name is written in that book of life – if they die as an Unbel, their names are removed. 
Which is respecting their own free will decision, that is God’s grace as well – respecting free will. 
Out of God’s grace HE gave you a life opportunity – HE predestined you to a life opportunity and gave you free will to do with it what you want.
Turn to 1Peter chapter four RF.

Affliction means some type of suffering or discomfort is introduced into your life. This suffering can be like a curse, depending upon your attitude toward GOD.
/A Believer suffers under two general principles. They suffer under carnality and discipline, or they suffer under blessing and growth. All suffering is designed for blessing in time. Rebound coupled with a turning back toward BD can turn cursing into blessing.\
Adversity and challenges are inevitable and we can almost guarantee as a Bel, we all will face are fair share of injustice and attacks.

Part of life is also dealing with temporary or permanent afflictions. No one gets out of this life without some afflictions tripping us up along the way.
/1Pet 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which perishes though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;\
The hotter the fire the greater the real gem stone or gold nugget will shine.
There are difficulties and afflictions you deal with right now in this life time, that will be shining in God’s glory hall of fame for all of eternity.
/1Pet 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal (pyrosis) among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though something strange were happening to you;

Why are you surprised by the heat of the furnace used to create weapons of war – you are being formed into something powerful.\
POO-ROW-CEASE, this was the term they used for the forge of the smelting pot where they melted or heated up metal for weapons and armor.  Extreme heat!
The Apostle Peter clearly states this is a test of your spiritual momentum. 

1Pe 4:13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that at the revelation of His glory you may also rejoice and be overjoyed.
1Pe 4:14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory, and of God, rests upon you.
What the Apostle Peter is saying is that the attack or insult is because you are walking in your Christ-like nature.

/1Pe 4:15 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler;

Bels can suffer consequences of affliction and punishment because of negative choices. They can’t lose their salvation.\
They can receive discipline or afflictions because they took their free will and opposed the plan of GOD.
1Pe 4:16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name.

Many afflictions in the Christian way of life are temporary for our testing and maturity.
There are times we bring divine discipline from our lifestyle choices;
/Heb 12:6 FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE PUNISHES  EVERY SON WHOM HE ACCEPTS.” 7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?\

/There are more difficult circumstances to understand in the plan of God – like the affliction that seems to linger. It may be a medical condition or a personal issue (mental or financial burden) that you are certain you did not bring upon self. You have to learn to accept those as life challenges that can also glorify GOD. Your attitude toward God’s plan should never waiver even during these times.\

/The whole experience of life is a stage in which the heavens and earth witness what GOD means to each and every one of us. Your life is either glorifying God or accepting the cosmic system, there is very little middle ground in between those two choices. I would argue – no middle ground, no gray area. As it is either walking in the new nature or walking in the old nature.\



