Mat #20
False humility vs divine humility

As we get back into looking at Mat chapter 3 I want to also note that the Phar & Sadd had prophetic writings concerning a messenger coming before God came to the Jews. 

Malachi chapter 3 tells us clearly that John the Baptist would be coming before TLJC started His earthly ministry. 
/Mal 3:1 Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming,” says the LORD of hosts.\

So I believe my point that the legalistic Jews in leadership roles and those who chose to follow them had more than enough scripture and warning about the coming Messiah.
Mat 3:10 “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
/Mat 3:11 “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.\
Mat 3:12“His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

We see John the Baptist involved in ritual baptism and as I have clarified this would not be uncommon at this historical point for washing in the temple.
/The problem arises because the rituals (Passover, Firstfruits, Unleavened Bread & Levitical sacrifices, etc.) had been distorted and the uniqueness of Christ in all these rituals had been greatly diminished therefore there was no reality in any rituals with many of the Jews.\

The fact is John the Baptist was the only one doing full water baptism claiming the Messiah and it would not be done again until the Church age began and the Apostles took up the practice for a period of time. 
/Once the Lord Jesus Christ came and established the Church age, fulfilling all expectations, laws, rituals and prophecy, He completed everything at the Cross, resurrection and ascension which brought the shadows, rituals and commands to a climax.\

In other words many of the rituals, commands and OT laws shifted and changed once the CA was established.

If something has reached its pinnacle and done everything it was designed to do…you usually put it to rest…only to refer back to it in the future as a reference, guide or learning tool. 

/Mat 3:12“His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
The baptism of fire noted in verse 11 leads us into end time prophecy in verse 12.\
This is highlighting the 2nd Advent when TLJC prepares for the Bels to all go into the 1000 yr Reign on earth. Those Unbels who made it through the 7yr Tribulation will be dealt with at that point.

Actually as we get deeper into Gospel of Matthew we can look at the parables because the majority point directly into end time prophecy.
 Back in Mat 3 verse 13…
Mat 3:13 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. 14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?”
Mat 3:15 But Jesus answering said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he permitted Him.

I want to look at the divine humility compared to false or pseudo humility. Turn to Luke 18.

John the Baptist was showing divine humility in his statement in verse 14.

/Legalistic people have great gifts of public humility and displays of reconciliation that on the surface appear sincere yet underneath their motivation usually revolves around self-preservation & their future agenda.\

This parable Jesus used pits two polar opposite people from the same area.

The Pharisee a highly respected and knowledgeable community leader followed all the laws and commands and on the surface was always in a position for others to view and emulate him. 
The tax collector (publican) had a reputation as being shady…criminal and the Jews looked down on them because they worked for the Roman Empire.

Luk 18:9 And He (Jesus) also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
/Luk 18:11 “The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.
HISTEMI-standing in the presence of others, to be firmly established among others. \
Luk 18:12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’
Luk 18:14 “I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
Look on the board at verse 11…
HAS-STAY-ME is the Greek verb and it is used in this reference as a public standing. 

His prayer includes judging others and putting himself above others.
Look at verse 12…this Pharisee is certain to be aware of all he does….tithing and fasting….deeds of the flesh.

/Luk 18:13 “But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’\

Now we first must become aware of the fact that the tax collectors stance and his head down was not the key issue that TLJC was pointing out.

/False humility can be perpetrated in such a way that on the surface, tears and physical sadness arise yet the motivation within the soul is from a place of arrogance & self-serving.\ 
ELABORATE….
This tax collector was showing a public display of beating his chest and weeping while asking for forgiveness.

The act was a sign in the ancient world of great grief and sincere sorrow.
For a grown man to do this publicly was very telling….some would consider it humiliating.
/The recognition of sin and realization that you are addressing your Creator is seen in two different stances with the Pharisee & tax collector. The Pharisee has an elevated view of self & ensures the public is aware of his humility.\
Both approaching God with different motivation.

John the Baptist stepping back when the TLJC came forward and showing his own humility as he recognized the Messiah is genuine. 

/Pseudo humility enjoys the attention and seeks the sympathy of others rather than the forgiveness of God.\

There is an outward show in all this type of humility, it lacks depth and will many times fall apart or show itself to be phony at some point down the road.

/True divine humility comes from a cleansing power of the Holy Spirit, recognition of the one divine power & God who works all things together for good for those who love Him.\

Human effort….human emotion & human works programs have no lasting value and inside the plan of God they are impotent.
Let’s go back to Mat chapter 3

John the Baptist is keenly aware he needs to be cleansed not the other way around.

Mat 3:13 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. 14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?”
/Mat 3:15 But Jesus answering said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he permitted Him.\
The baptism of TLJC was the first stage in His earthly ministry being kicked off.

/The Lord Jesus Christ accepted the will of God the Father, this water baptism was a signal of this fact. The Lord did not concern Himself with water baptism after this point in His ministry.\ 

There is great symbolism within the water baptism…especially this one with the Messiah.

/You can’t have the crown without the cross, and Christ being put under the water is symbolic for His coming death. His arising from the water is the risen Messiah not only from death but to be seated in heavenly power.\

When we see TLJC use a term like… for us to fulfill all righteousness.”

We know TLJC is the only righteous one who walked the earth.

/Isa 64:6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment;
and all of us wither like a leaf,
And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
It is only Christ in deity & humanity that has perfect righteousness.\

We see the doctrine of redemption….the one true righteous one of the universe went to the cross and satisfied the justice of God. In doing so He offers it to all who believe in Him.

And in this lesson of humility I have taught there is no greater humility than TLJC who walked and talked among people who hated Him…attacked Him, rejected His love and compassion.

/What great humility does it take to know you have truth, know you have divine power & know you hold life & death in your hands and remain compassionate, humble and loving as people attack you every chance they get?\

This divine humility TLJC displayed day in day out was incredible. 
Be honest… if you knew with one word you could cripple someone the rest of their lives as they verbal and physically attacked you…how many of us would just lose it and speak that word?
Turn to 1Tim chapter one

Let’s finish up with a look at what divine humility looks like…not just from John the Baptist which was genuine humility but from the Apostle Paul.

/Divine humility comes from a place of knowing you are a sinner saved by grace and nothing else!\

1Tim 1:12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service, 
/1Tim 1:13  even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief;\ 
14 and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus. 15
 it is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.
1Tim 1:16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.

Look at verse 13…I was a sinner and I was saved by grace.
Mercy is for your past failures and grace is for future mistakes. 


/1Tim 1:14 and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus

Your union with Christ will eventually enable you to fully embrace a humble spirit.\

It is all found in our growing relationship with God…when we perceive and apply the mind of Christ (the Bible).

We are growing into our relationship with God even though we are already in a position of perfection with God.
/If you are a Bel who takes your relationship with the mind of Christ (Bible) as a serious, intimate relationship that can deeply impact your life…you will gain greater humility and confidence that is not from your flesh.\

True humility and confidence do not come from human viewpoint and years of counseling or self-help groups. 
ELABORATE….

/Christ came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.
Paul was not trying to impress anyone he knew what he had been & what he was still capable of.\

This is important to understand in our spiritual walk.
Living in the grace of God is not always easy for Bels.

/Paul never lost sight of who he was and what he had come from. He never allowed it to hinder him or stifle his confidence but he knew God’s grace was the deciding factor in his life.\

When you begin to gain spiritual momentum that leads to growth you will find your confidence is directed in your relationship with God and who you are in the new creature.

/2Cor 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
Phil 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.\

Notice the confidence is in Christ…recognizing the new nature.

Your relationship with God depends upon how much stock you put into the world and how much stock you put into the Bible.

/Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.\

God is the one who gives us humility and we live confidently yet humbly when God is working in our lives.

/Eze 36:26 “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
Future tense for the Nation of Israel.\

God never leaves us nor forsakes us… if we earnestly seek Him, He will change our lives.

/Divine humility is part of fruit of the Spirit it comes when we grow spiritually it is recognized as a gentle spirit & self control.
Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.\

True humility has calmness at its core… a relaxed mental attitude that realizes that God is the one in control. 
Therefore having a sense of self, knowing who you are…strength and weakness and controlling your emotions are signs you gaining ground toward divine humility. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]/The humility we see in John the Baptist was from his relationship with God and understanding truth as well as living in that truth.\

