Mat #51
The Christian walk is unique

Mat 5:44 “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
/Mat 5:46 “For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?\

Mat 5:47 “If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?
Mat 5:48 “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.   (Positional truth)

Look at verse 46 on the board— “For if you love them who love you” — it is generally true that if someone loves you, you love them to some extent; “what reward have you?” But the unbeliever can do the same .
To love someone who loves you is no great task. 
“Do not the publicans [tax collectors] do the same?” 
/The tax collector was low in the social structure of Israel and was ostracised by all of society. If the low-down unbeliever can actually love someone who loves him, what have you accomplished if you love someone who loves you? \

Any unbeliever can do that. 
/This tells us many things. First of all it tells us that morality is not Christianity and that Christianity is not morality; Christianity is something much greater than morality. Unbelievers can be moral and can do good things.\ 

The point is that if you as a believer can crank out human good, how is that any different from the unbeliever cranking out human good. 

/Christianity is not a system of performing good deeds (human good); it is much greater than that. The Bel performing human good simply imitates the Unbel doing the same thing.\
In Verse 47 — a second illustration. “And if you greet or show respect to your brethren only, what more do you do than others? 
Unbelievers do the same thing. The Christian way of life is something that the unbeliever cannot execute. 
/Unbel’s can execute human good, they can be honest and polite, they can be good friends, loyal and generous people, yet they do not have the divine power source of the Trinity.\

So what do you prove when you love those who love you? 
You don’t do anything more than unbelievers. You can’t have impact for Christ through human good.

Turn to 2John.
/The Bel is commanded to walk in the new nature, meaning we are to tap into our indwelling power source and in doing that when we are filled by the Spirit we are then having impact in the plan of God.\

What we do when we are filled by the power of the HS…is what counts in our Christian walk. 
Anything outside the filling power of the HS, no matter how kind or generous it is has little to no value in the overall plan of Christian warfare.
Second John begins with an address to a very faithful and God fearing woman and her family… yet the two fold message is also pointing to the family of the church…children of God. 
2Joh 1:1 The elder to the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in truth; and not only I, but also all who know the truth,2 for the sake of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever:
2Joh 1:3 Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 
/2Joh 1:4 I was very glad to find some of your children walking in truth, just as we have received commandment to do from the Father.\
2Joh 1:5 Now I ask you, lady, not as though I were writing to you a new commandment, but the one which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another. 6  And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.
When you read this scripture with the view that… like most scripture it has a deeper meaning…it is multi layered. 
We can see that the children are the followers of Christ and the lady being addressed is the church itself.

/2Joh 1:6 And this is love,(agape)that we walk (peripateō) according to His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.\
PERRY-PART-TAY-OH  is a Greek word that means not just walk but to have an occupation in your thoughts.
/ Agape’- impersonal, unconditional love based upon our union with Christ.
Peripateō- to progress or to be occupied with moving in a certain direction. To regulate oneself, continued effort in a lifestyle or manner.\
When we talk about the Christian way of life and walking in the new nature…walking in our Christian calling this is what it means. Unbels can’t do this because they lack truth and have no intimate contact with TLJC & HS.
There is no divine union with Unbel’s and TLJC.
The unique walk of the Christian is only fueled and driven by the divine indwelling power.
The Apostle Paul tells us the same thing in Galatians chapter 5.
/Gal 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.\
If the Bel has a struggle with the flesh…can you imagen what the Unbel who has no intimate contact with God must have in his or her heart?
Can you imagen the struggle to even recognize God in their lives?

The OSN is at war with the things of God and Bel’s deal with this daily but we have a new nature…we can put off the OSN.

/Eph 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. \
There is an option for the Bel. We either are walking in the new nature or the old nature at any given moment. 

/Col 3:9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed (anakainoō) to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him—\
Putting in the new self is something we have to do.
EYE-NA-KIND-NAH-HO is a Greek term used here in the present tense which means continually over and over again for being renewed. 
This means a form of being refreshed and given a new strength more vigor and something new comes out of that. 
This new self…new nature is BEING renewed…this is a growth process meaning it is ongoing. It also means to be done again and again. 

Walking in the new nature is a conscious  decision the Bel makes continually. 
/Eph 4:24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.
Rom 13:14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.\

We actually have the ability to put on the mind of TLJC…reflect who and what TLJC really is. It is what we are called to do and what the Lord is teaching His Apostles in Matthew chapter 5.

/Gal 3:27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ\
All Bels have this option if they want to grow up after salvation…this is walking in the Christian way of life.

The spiritual life is walking in the filling power of the HS consistently…having a lifestyle that is centred around Bible Doctrine…learning, growing and applying the word of God to your life.

/Bels who do not have Bible Doctrine as a priority and have no concerns for naming & citing sins when they fail, truly have no divine power source to tap into. It is like having keys to a beautiful, new house but you never live in it.\

Again I repeat…the Bel is either living in the OSN or the New Nature at any given moment…there is no middle ground.

/Mat 5:48 “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.   (Positional truth) 
This is anticipating the Church Age because it should read in original Greek- “you shall be perfect” (future tense).\
In verse 48 — the anticipation of the Church Age is in view. “Therefore be perfect” is incorrectly translated. It is a future tense and the Greek says: “You shall be perfect.” This anticipates the only way which during the absence of Christ there can be impact for Christ and this is actually a prophecy of the Church Age. 

/“You shall be perfect” recognizes two things: Bel’s being in union with Christ and being consistently filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. Mat 5:48, written in the future tense points toward the new dispensation that would come after the Cross. \

Jesus Christ is God and Christ is perfect. His perfection becomes our perfection when we are in union with Him and from the filling of the Holy Spirit we produce the impossible, we produce the supernatural, we produce something that turns the world upside down. 

“love your enemies” is impossible unless you are tapping into divine power.


/The fruit of the Spirit is - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control…this is a supernatural essence when faced with adversity & attacks. \

As I close this out it’s important to cover these principles one last time;

/Unbel’s can act moral and do good deeds, they can be kind and generous but they can’t walk in a new nature because they are void of truth and an enemy of Christ even if they don’t realize it or FEEL this to be true.\ 
This is a difficult principle for many new Bels to swallow as they will give you a list of great friends and family members who are wonderful people but are Unbels. That’s the stumbling block.
The key is faith alone in Christ alone…that is it!

/Walking by means of the Spirit and living the Christian way of life is not an emotional rollercoaster it is simply a steady & consistent, intimate relationship with Christ and recognizing that truth is only found in His mind (Bible).\ 
Anything short of this will stagnant your spiritual growth. Your walk toward SM will fall short if this is not true in your life.

/Perfection is positional, meaning at the moment of salvation your position was secured for eternity. Your condition (daily) is a fluctuating essence dictated by free will and what occupies your soul.\     REPEAT

/Our battle (spiritual warfare) is predominately within our own soul structure. Free will, choices for or against God determines spiritual growth and victories. Outside forces account for a smaller amount of spiritual warfare.\
My guess is its 80-20  … 80 per cent being our own free will choices and choosing to put off the OSN and walk in the new nature. 

Struggles against OSN lust patterns and weak areas and then doubt and insecurities. Or maybe the issue is pride and arrogance. 

That’s the bulk of the battle.
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