Matthew chapter one v 17
We will go into Hebrews chapter 2 & Philippians chapter 2 tonight.

Right now let’s get into Matthew again.

Mat 1:17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; from David to the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations. 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows; when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.

Mat 1:19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. 20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying; Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife: for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 

Mat 1:21 She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins. 

What I first want to look at before we get into the birth of TLJC is the character and integrity of Joseph.

We see the word righteous again in verse 19 of Matthew chapter one.
It is that Greek adj (Dee-Ki-us) meaning upright, approved and acceptable by God because of virtue that God has instilled into that soul structure.

So Joseph, though he is like us with an OSN is a positive Bel that God can use in this difficult circumstance. 

Joseph is struggling with this issue of his young virgin bride being pregnant and we see that instead of having a public tantrum and calling for her to be removed from his sight.

He is going to send her away to have the baby and try to protect her and also maintain some form of personal dignity.

There was no man today or in the ancient world that would not feel foolish and angry over having a so-called virgin bride to be who is now pregnant.

The ancient world was much more harsh and unforgiving then what we see in society today.

I’m not sugar coating it by saying Joseph was so virtuous that he wasn’t showing any signs of frustration or acting out in his OSN in this situation. 

He wanted to hide her to save face as well as protect her.

The important point in this is that God could use him even with flaws and an active OSN because first and foremost he was a Bel…faith was there, just like with Abraham and the OT saints.

Faith is the first ingredient and then we see that he was righteous because of not only the faith but Joseph operated by Godly principles.

The word of God meant something in his life…it had a high ranking on his personal priority list. That is when God can use you…it won’t matter about wealth, power or intellect at that point.

Joseph was open to the plan and will of God for his life. That is what God is looking for…those who are available, a willing heart and open mind that is positive toward His word.
When that happens then you see what verse 20 says in Matthew chapter one.

20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying; Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife: for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 

Mat 1:21 She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins. 

Verse 21 says it all…the whole plan!

Joseph accepted the calling upon his life and when he did the plan of God began to unfold in front of him.

Not everything was clear at first and many times God needs to just edge us along slowly.

Sometimes God works in small increments for a period of time, building up to a completed plan.
You know that God could can-not simply remove all your human arrogance and flaws and make you Christ like in a moment.

He could because He can do anything…but He will not violate certain things and remember there are things God cannot do…due to limits of His own making and His own divine nature.

God cannot lie…God cannot have contact with sin.

God cannot violate free will….God cannot manipulate the invisible conflict with the fallen angels to fall in His favor.

So therefore God cannot or I should say will not snap His fingers and make anyone perfect in this lifetime.

We would collapse on the spot if God pulled all our arrogance and selfish ego out of us in one moment. And Satan and the fallen angels would cry foul!

Satan would say…see how unfair God is?

He is making you a robot…removing the free will issue from the table.

Never forget there is a battle waging in the invisible realm that is one of the main reasons we are here today.
Look at it like a football field or basketball court. You see all the painted lines and there are officials and rules…

There is a consequence for going out of bounds or fouling someone…some things are not allowed on the field.

This is what the angelic conflict is as well.
Your opportunity to grow and fight in God’s army is now…when you are face to face with the Lord the battle is over your race has been run at that point.

Joseph wanted to participate in the plan he was willing even if God’s plan was not fully understood by him in that moment.

Are you one of those Bel’s who needs all the answers up front…the whole plan from beginning to end has to be crystal clear…you have to know every detail?

Abraham was told to leave his father once the call of God was put upon his life…Abrams father was an unbeliever he followed moon and sun gods.
David was destined to be King but he had to endure harassment and assassination attempts by King Saul for a long period of time before the throne was finally his.

Moses wandered in the desert for 40years after murdering a man in a fit of rage.

When God comes through and you are willing and open…a positive Bel who loves Him he will let you know in His way with His timing that He is with you.

Look what He did to ease Joseph’s worried mind…verse 20 and 21 an Angel of Lord was sent to inform and comfort Joseph…told him the HS is working on this. The savior is coming and you can be his human protector and human father figure for a period of time.

So we see Joseph as well as Mary accepting the calling of God upon their lives.

The next question many new Christians have is, why couldn’t Jesus just appear as a man on a street corner and began preaching the gospel and saving lives?

This is very important in the divine plan for mankind. It is very important for the angelic conflict and all of us connected to it. 
The necessity for the birth of Christ can be viewed in four categories or 4 reasons that have divine impact.

Turn to Hebrews chapter 2.
First is His saviorhood. Whoever came to be our savior had to be from human flesh. (Heb 2:14-15 Phil 2:5-8.)

Jesus being God is eternal and cannot die nor can He be truly hurt so therefore He had to take a step downward from the throne and say I will be the one to represent the human race.

Heb 2:14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is the devil 15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.

Heb 2:16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham. 17 Therefore He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.
Heb 2:18 For since He himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.

In verse 17 we see…to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

(Hell-loss-co-my) HILASKOMAI is the Greek verb for propitiation…meaning to appease or conciliate to offer mercy or reconciliation.
That means that God was completely satisfied…that word propitiation points to winning favor with someone, or completing a task or assignment so it is done and over with…no one else has to do it…it was done once and for all.

Also in verse 17 we Jesus as the faithful high priest. There is only one true priest that we go through for contact with God for prayer or forgiveness and it is never a man or woman.
Man made religion places flesh and rituals in front of Bels and it causes stumbling blocks and is against the word of God.

In fact in Matthew 6 verse 6 we are told to pray alone to the Father as a private matter to be kept secret between you and God.

1Tim chapter 2, it says there is only one person between you & God… TLJC!
Hebrews 10:11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.
Man is useless concerning sins.
Man made religion will have you believe different…nothing in human flesh can save or forgive human flesh.

Phil 2:5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,

Phil 2:7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Phil 2:9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name.

Where it states that He emptied Himself in verse 7…is pointing out going from the ultimate power and strength of being God to becoming a man of no reputation and no value in human terms.

The base things of the world we talked about in the last lesson, this is what TLJC became. 

Whoever the savior was to be, he had to bear the sins of the whole world…past present & future.

This savior would have to die physically and spiritually to accomplish the complete goal.

Jesus Christ as a human being died upon the cross but Jesus Christ the unique God-man was experiencing a spiritual death by being separated from God the Father while He had contact with sin upon the cross.

The darkness that fell upon the earth while Christ was on the cross was the final phase of operation salvation for mankind…it is here TLJC felt the most pain because He was separated from God the Father. 

Truthfully that is what hell will be like…absent from any presence of God’s love and protection.

Unbel’s do not even realize that while they are here on earth God is allowing His presence to touch their lives…even if they ignore Him. 
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We will go to  1Tim chapter 2 tonight, also Hebrews chapter 12:24…but we will start in Phil chapter 2 where we left off last week.

The necessity for the birth of Christ can be viewed in four categories or 4 reasons that have divine impact.
The first was to fulfill the role of savior which we touched on last week.

I used Hebrews and this verse in Philippians…

Phil 2:5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,

Phil 2:7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

Phil 2:9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name.
Remember the savior had to be human and had to be pure…a pure sacrifice for sin.
The second reason for the birth of TLJC is to become our mediator. 

1Tim 2:5-6 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.
The statement that there is one God is ultimately true yet we know there to be a Trinity fully functional and at work.

God the Father, God the Son & God the Holy Spirit.

THE ONENESS OF GOD REFERS TO HIS ESSENCE.

GOD IS ONE IN ESSENCE.

THIS MEANS THAT ALL THE CHARACTERISTICS OF DIVINE ESSENCE ARE RESIDENT IN EACH MEMBER OF THE GODHEAD.

SOVEREIGNTY, RIGHTEOUSNESS, JUSTICE, LOVE, ETERNAL LIFE, OMNISCIENCE, OMNIPRESENCE, OMNIPOTENCE, IMMUTABILITY,AND VERACITY..... ARE ALL POSSESSED EQUALLY BY THE FATHER,THE SON, THE H.S.

IN THEIR ESSENCE THEY ARE ABSOLUTELY THE SAME.
HOWEVER THIS IS THE ONLY WAY IN WHICH GOD IS ONE. 

SINCE EACH PERSON IN THE TRINITY POSSESSES IDENTICAL ESSENCE,THESE CHARACTERISTICS ARE WHAT UNITE THE THREE AS ONE GOD.

THE TRINITY,OR THE FACT THAT GOD IS ONE GOD WITH THREE DISTINCT PERSONALITIES IS TAUGHT IN;

              ISA48:16, MATT 28:19

              2COR13:14, 1PET1:1-12

Mat 28:19 says go and make disciples out of the whole world…baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son & the HS.
2Cor 13:14 says…May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God & the fellowship of the HS be with you all.

3 distinct persons in one God.

This is never easy for new Bel’s to grasp.
There are several scriptures in the Bible that states God is speaking in the plural and not singular. WE will create man in OUR image…

At the tower of Babble…We will confuse and scatter them.

In 1Peter chapter one from verse 1 all the way into verse 12 it makes mention of God the Father, The Lord Jesus Christ and the HS that was sent from heaven above.

Describing three unique characters operating in separate roles.

They share in all the same attributes the same divine powers but can operate on different levels at different times or all togather as one.

They have all power…they are sovereign.

ALL THREE MEMBERS OF THE TRINITY ARE ASCRIBED SOVEREIGNTY....

          FATHER-PSA 83:18

          SON-Mat 28:18

          H.S.-1COR12:11

Mat 28:18 Jesus said, all authority is given to me in heaven and on earth.
In 1Corthians chapter 12 there is a list of spiritual gifts…and the giver and power behind these divine gifts is said to be God the HS.

You may want to doubt the Trinity but it is an insult to God and undermines the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
It is in the original language of the scriptures and very clearly in many versions of the Bibles we have today…King James, Amplified and New American Standard.

Your body is said to be the temple of God and the HS is said to indwell a Bel and a Bel is joined or in union with TLJC so there is no reason to doubt the Trinity or if they are at work in you.

I don’t want to be side tracked by this fact but understanding that the Trinity is a supernatural union of all three that operate and co-exist separate and together as one is important.

It is one of those doctrines that Satan loves to distort…because it points to this virgin birth we are studying in Matthew right now.

If Satan can get you to doubt that Jesus Christ was the savior and is God then the virgin birth and all the points I’m getting us into appear false.

These first two points out of the four would not even matter if you doubt Jesus Christ is God.

Savior and mediator are the first two reason for the virgin birth.

But if doubt arises about Jesus Christ…how can a mere man or simple prophet become a savior for all mankind…past present and future taking on all that sin?
If he could do it…I can do it in my flesh as well.

How can a mere man or simple prophet be the mediator between me and God?

What power has he got that I don’t…I can do that in my own power as well.

See how easy Satan can begin to creep the human effort and works programs into someone’s life.

At the core is to take a Bel into the field of doubt and spin him around till he is dizzy with false information and then Satan can point him on a path of confusion leading away from truth.

Remember it is the cross and the work accomplished there only by our Lord Jesus Christ that we find truth and can be centered. Be level and clear headed.

Satan wants the Unbel’s to stay blind to the gospel of Jesus Christ but the Bel he wants to keep them away from the truth of who and what Jesus Christ is and what He truly accomplished at Calvary. 

Subtle changes and twisted phrases are what Satan will use.

Just a slight change here or there to the truth…a little leaven, leavens the whole lump of dough.

Think about this statement that is so widely accepted by a younger generation…it is promoted by the educational system in many schools and books.
That man is truly just a part of the animal kingdom. Just a few generations removed from a monkey.

Yet the Bible is clear to state we were not only created by the hand of God but in His image! 

Is God a dumb smelly ape?

There are so many holes in Darwin’s theory it is almost funny, yet it is accepted as fact.

It is a casual and subtle thought and a casual and subtle statement on the surface but in undermines everything that the Bible teaches and allows man to say we are slaves to our animal instinct therefore we act like dumb animals at times.

It means the Bible is a lie plain and simple…if we were not created by the hand of God in His image, then the Bible starts right off with a lie.

It means that man has the answers and can solve all its own problems and also that Jesus Christ the divine God man, somehow was in the womb of a woman who was only a few generations removed from the chimpanzee family.

None of this lines up with the word of God… it makes no sense. But what it does is spin someone who is already a Bel off in a different direction from truth and it occupies the mind of the Unbel and replaces the word of God with the wisdom of man.

There has to come a point where the Bible is the ultimate guide and ultimate source of truth or you will be fooled and led astray by counterfeits.
You will not stay on middle ground for long…picking and choosing what scripture you think is true or lines up with what the world says.

That is  recipe for a confused and frustrated Christian. 

God is not the author of confusion….Satan is!

We see TLJC as savior and mediator, and some of the words to describe mediator is one who negotiates on our behalf, an umpire or referee…an intermediary an intercessor or a third party that represents us.

In order to be any of these description that means this person who fills this role must fully relate too and understand all things from both sides. He or she can-not be bias or someone who has little understanding of circumstances and persons related to the issue.

In this case TLJC is to be a mediator on our behalf which means He is personally representing us in this court battle.

Not just us but on some level Himself…because we are in union we TLJC.

So this description of mediator is much more close and personal then a simple umpire or a side line referee.

The mediator in this relationship is so unique it could only be TLJC….someone who is equal with God and mankind.

In Job 9:3 it basically says there is no arbitrator between us & God who can lay hands upon us both.

That Hebrew word JAKACH (HA-Arch) meaning to go in front or be in front…was used in the legal realm.

Meaning someone to negotiate between two parties someone who had the intelligence and all the evidence for both sides and was uniquely qualified to make assist with the final judgment if need be.

Also a term for a peacemaker in ancient world someone who settled difficult disputes fairly so both sides came to agreement.

There is a relationship between the blood of Christ and mediatorship Hebrews 12:24 points it out, the blood of Christ means redemption, propitiation and reconciliation. The blood of Christ fulfills the shadows and prophecies of the OT. 

Turn to Hebrews 12:23…I will read a corrected translation based upon the original language and the NASB.
Let me read Hebrews chapter 8 first while you go there.

Heb 8:6  But as it now is, He [Christ] has acquired a [priestly] ministry which is as much superior and more excellent [than the old] as the covenant (the agreement) of which He is the Mediator (the Arbiter, Agent) is superior and more excellent, [because] it is enacted and rests upon more important (sublimer, higher, and nobler) promises.

   7  For if that first covenant had been without defect, there would have been no room for another one or an attempt to institute another one.
READ IT AGAIN!!
Mark that scripture down as well concerning TLJC as mediator Heb 8:6.
The first covenant points to the Mosiac Law….TLJC came as the new covenant.

He also shows us the OT covenant and Laws… the OT rituals are nothing but shadows and weak copies of the perfection of the original…TLJC.

   Heb 12:23  And to the church (assembly) of the Firstborn who are registered [as citizens] in heaven, and to the God Who is Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous (the redeemed in heaven) who have been made perfect,

   24  And to Jesus, the Mediator (Go-between, Agent) of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood which speaks [of mercy], a better and nobler and more gracious message than the blood of Abel [which cried out for vengeance]. [Gen. 4:10].

   25  So see to it that you do not reject Him or refuse to listen to and heed Him Who is speaking [to you now]. For if they [the Israelites] did not escape when they refused to listen and heed Him Who warned and divinely instructed them [here] on earth [revealing with heavenly warnings His will], how much less shall we escape if we reject and turn our backs on Him Who cautions and admonishes [us] from heaven?
Notice in verse 23 you who are Bels’ are already considered citizens of heaven, and you will be like the OT saints…having been made perfect.

God did away with the old….He ushered in the new upon the cross.

ENDED HERE
When TLJC uttered those famous words TET TIL LEST I…meaning it is finished and He decided to finally give up His spirit and body…the veil in the temple was torn in two, the earth had gone dark and earthquakes shook the world. 

It was the finish of one era and beginning of what we call the CA.

Nothing was in between our fellowship with God now…the veil was about 40ft high and probably about a foot thick…the Holy of Holies was accessible now to those who had the righteousness of TLJC within them.

An important principle to note here is recognizing what dispensation you live in right now…who and what you are right now… who your mediator really is.

Very few things in the OT pertain to living in the CA right now.

By that I mean unfulfilled prophecies or rituals that we must follow to please God.

There are deep spiritual principles and lessons to learn from our founding spiritual fathers and the OT is there for some guidance and life lessons…

But if anyone has you following laws and regulations about what is holy and what to wear, eat or do that come from the OT they do not recognize the work upon the cross nor the mystery doctrine which the Apostle Paul spoke of so many times in his ministry. 

There are churches and religious leaders who try to take OT rituals and laws and apply them today and it is confusing and sometimes even blasphemous against the cross of Jesus Christ!

The four important principles or purposes that were fulfilled at the virgin birth were first and foremost a Savior was born…second He would qualify as a mediator to have that connection between spiritual and human.

He would fill the position as High Priest in the order of Melchizedeck  Heb 7:4-5

Hebrews 7:14 & 28 Heb10 (5)

And the fourth reason is the King of kings came to earth! A king in the line of David (both Mary & Joseph) 
