James #153
The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free!

Discord prayer tonight 8pm eastern. 
We will open back up in our anchor study within James chapter two.
Let us read through the first ten verses and get us back on track for our next study.

Pastor James is dealing with strife in his congregation and most of it is due to the pettiness, bias and arrogance of a handful of the wealthy, or well-known Jewish converts in Jerusalem.
Some were unhappy having to share their fellowship with Gentiles and others simply looked down their nose on anyone within a lower class then themselves. 
This can often can start with one or two people and spread quickly if it is not addressed firmly and seriously.

Pastor James is handling this with the right attitude and the right tone;
Jam 2:1 My brothers and sisters, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.
This speaks to our own personal bias, prejudices and pettiness, that we often bring into Christianity with us.
Jas 2:2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and is dressed in bright clothes, and a poor man in dirty clothes also comes in,
Jas 2:3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the bright clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,”
We spent several hours looking at how we treat the unlovely…the poor and even what are calling is concerning our wealth. 
How we handle our time, talent and treasure after salvation does get evaluated at the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ after the rapture. 
We also noted the fact that as a member of the family of God, we have a RFHC to uphold among ourselves. 

Jas 2:4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?
No Christian is called into becoming a judge and jury for anyone else, no matter how spiritually mature they become.
Jas 2:5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters: did God not choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?
Jas 2:6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?
We just did a one-hour study on the doctrine of ambassadorship. 
Our position in Christ set us into that office along with many other grace gifts and callings imputed to every Bel at the moment of salvation.
Jas 2:7 Do they not blaspheme the good name by which you have been called?
/Jas 2:8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,” you are doing well.\

Jas 2:9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the Law as violators.
Notice GOD looks at the heart…the core lesson is an attitude of prejudice and arrogance toward others.
Jas 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole Law, yet stumbles in one point, has become guilty of all.
There is no LAW or command you can uphold and claim righteousness, while you fail in any other command or Law.

Let us look into verse 8 to begin with and then we will jump over to Romans chapter 8 RF.
/Jam 2:8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture

IF is a first-class condition, James is saying I assume you will fulfill this part of the LAW. This is not pointing exactly to the 10 Commandments, yet it is all part of the 613 laws & commands given to Israel.\
The ROYAL Law speaks to the fact that God gave Moses and the Exodus generation all of the standards of commands and laws for the establishment of Israel as a nation set apart for HIS glory.
Almost all the laws and commands are found in three books of the Torah. Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy. It is directed at ISRAEL specifically and yet the reality of that shadow is taught in NT doctrines.
This came from Leviticus 19 where we see many commands or laws that established the nation of Israel. With these laws and commands came legal and punitive consequences.

The CA Chistian does not live under the regulation of the LAW of Israel; we have a spiritual law we are called into.
/Lev 19:18 You shall not take vengeance, nor hold any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.

This was given under Codex #3 – To establish protection, human rights and privacy along with guidelines for Israel to have a law & order nation, one that stands apart to glorify GOD.\  
Many of you understand the principles of the 3 codex pillars that established Israel. 
That set of divine pillars, or Royal laws, were a shadow of what we now live in within the Church Age;
/Codex #1 - 10 commandments related to the laws of establishment, (Exo 20 & Deu 5) This is pertinent in the CA under the laws of divine establishment, all laws and commands are fulfilled in Christ. 
Codex #2 -  The spiritual code, known in the scripture as the ordinances. It is designed to point directly to the unique God-man Jesus Christ (Christology), it was seen in every detail of the tabernacle, the holy days, the Levitical priesthood & offerings.\
This was fulfilled at the Cross and then resurrection, ascension and session. It becomes a reality in the Bel priesthood and application as well as the growth inside the spiritual power of God the Holy Spirit and the WORD. It is seen in the depth of intimacy we can have in our special union with Christ as body and bride.
                              REPEAT
/Codex #3 - is seen in the law and order of the land, judgements. Laws of establishment designed to provide freedom and privacy for Israel. It was designed to protect their property, their rights, their privileges. It included dietary functions, sanitation, agricultural law, taxation, military and law enforcement training as well as basic judicial processes, among other commands.\
The truth of what Pastor James is saying here is revealed over the course of the next few scriptures of chapter two. He was saying in essence – I know you all know the letter of the law and you will attempt to apply it, yet you have to apply it to everyone.

James was making a distinction between knowing or following a ritual of the law and the true spiritual application of it.
/God’s commands & law are a royal law. King Jesus put special emphasis on this command (Mat 22:36-40). Pastor James is reminding us that the poor man is just as much our neighbor as the rich man is. Jesus said – Loving God with all your heart and loving your neighbor as yourself, sums up all the LAW! It all hangs, or depends upon those two commands.\ 
This is obviously a very serious statement. 
Read Matthew 22 and see for yourself!
What the Apostle Paul taught in Romans chapter 8 gives us great insight to what Pastor James was teaching as well.

Keep in mind, though the original congregation in Rome was probably established by Jewish followers of the Apostle Paul (Priscilla and Aquila). 
Christianity spread out and congregations began to develop in Rome with many more Gentile Bels then Jewish converts. 
Romans is a great study on the doctrines of justification, propitiation, true righteousness and the fulfillment of the law among other topics.
/Rom 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation at all for those who are in Christ Jesus.

In chapter 7, Paul goes into details about the struggle of the sin nature and how the LAW established the need for Christ. It was because of the LAW and mankind’s failure in it, that we now know only Christ can remove us from spiritual death. We recognize HE fulfills everything.\ 
There is no condemnation in the impeccable person and work of Jesus Christ and all Bels are in union with HIM.
Therefore, HE was the only who could fulfill all laws, commands and prophecy, so we now (CA Bel), also have the ability to walk in HIS sinless perfection in our position.
/Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

IN Christ tells us, that in our flesh, we can do nothing to stand in righteousness, it is Christ who set us free! IN Christ any and all law or command is fulfilled, because it is HIS very mind and essence.\
The CA is a time we fully recognize the LAW of the Spirit is what matters.

In light of chapter 7 we see something extremely informative. Now Paul looks to Jesus and he finds his standing in Him.
 But this chapter is more than just the answer to Romans 7; it ties together many scriptures from the very beginning of the letter to the Romans.
                           REPEAT
/In Christ: “This phrase imports, that there is a mystical and spiritual union betwixt Christ and believers. This is sometimes expressed by Christ being in them... and here by their being in Christ. Christ is in believers by His Spirit, and believers are in Christ by faith.” 
    British scholar (1685) Matthew Poole\
We all become indwelt by the Trinity at the moment of faith alone in Christ alone.
Rom 8:3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,
Jesus in HIS humanity was perfect; HIS likeness is in relation to the Doctrine of the Hypostatic Union. 

Jesus became flesh and blood; He became like humanity though He was minus the OSN. 
Jesus was the 2nd Adam, He was created uniquely, in that Jesus could have sinned though He never did.

Adam failed and opened up a sin nature for all mankind.
/The LAW and commands bring out the weakness of mankind – the LAW and commands are powerful! They are divinely inspired and perfect, there is no flaw within them, the flaw is within US! Perfection can never intermingle with imperfection, because then it is no longer perfect. Therefore, something new and perfect was imputed into us at salvation, eternal perfection, known as the righteousness of Christ.\  

Rom 8:4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
/Rom 8:24 - the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us

Only when the flesh is removed and the SPIRIT is in control. WALK according to the Spirit in the temporal (filling power) and the requirements of the LAW are fulfilled.\
The present tense, tells us to keep walking in this manner, the active voice, points to the personal responsibility of every Bel.
IT might be fulfilled, because right now in time, we have a free will and we have to adjust to the justice of GOD – it is a conscious decision.
In eternity, all Believers will live forever in perfect righteousness.     
                            REPEAT
Now notice what the Apostle Paul emphasizes here, the battle of flesh and Spirit which is in all of us.
We can live by the law of the spiritual life, or we can walk in the law of death, which is found in the OSN.
This includes the self-righteousness of works programs and religious rituals, attempting to get closer to God.

/Rom 8:5 For those who are in accord with (kata) the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are in accord with the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

Those who habitually walk in the flesh and have a mind after fleshly things, will not have a mind and lifestyle that is spiritual.\ 
KAA-TA, means to walk alongside, to chase after, or follow along with something or someone.
It describes a habit or lifestyle practice.

Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace,
Because the Holy Spirit is permanently indwelt into a Believer when they are born again, every Christian has within their soul, a higher standard of spiritual operation and a more powerful compass than the flesh has. 
It becomes a matter of application. We each make conscious decisions to allow the filling power of the HS to take control or not.
/Rom 8:7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law (nomos) of God, for it is not even able to do so,

The flesh is rebellious toward any policy, law or command of GOD. This means BD is being rejected not just one set of commands or a LAW (Mosaic). This points to the mind which dictates the action – it all starts in the soul.\ 
The Greek noun NOM-US is used in two concepts within the NT; one is usually capitalized and emphasized as the Mosaic Law. The other points to laws or commands as a whole, like a regulation or a policy. (Jhn 18:31, Act 18:15, Rom 3:27 a few examples). Romans 7 uses both terms several times as well.
                              REPEAT
This is not written as a focus only on Mosaic Law, it means this Bel has a rebellious attitude toward the truth of Bible Doctrine as a whole.
The OSN is rebellious toward anything related to GOD.
/Rom 8:8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

This is a definitive statement; it is black or white; there is no gray area. At any given moment the rebel of the OSN is present, or the New Nature led by the HS is in control.\ 

/Rom 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.

The Apostle Paul assumed they were all Christians, and all Christians are indwelt by the HS.\
IF anyone does not have the HS – first class condition, it is a matter of fact, then they are not in UNION with Christ.
This verse implies that it is impossible for the Unbeliever to execute the Christian way of life through his own talent or ability. 
There is no true spiritual life outside of our Union with Christ.
/Rom 8:10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.

This is a dogmatic statement of fact; it is another strong first-class condition.\
Your flesh is dead, yet your position is now in Christ – you can walk in that during this temporal period.
