Mat 157
We are God’ treasure

Prayer for Nathan…the health care worker that works with his mom…Jessica has a family emergency and her son needs prayer. 

/Matt 13:36 – 43 explain the tares among the wheat parable, therefore you can read that on your own as we have covered the meaning in depth over the past few months.\

This section of Matthew chapter 13 is not necessary for us to cover because we have covered the meaning and definitions of the tares among the wheat as well as the mustard seed so let us pick it up in Matthew 13 verse 44

/Mat 13:44 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.\

Mat 13:45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls,
Mat 13:46 and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
Now the hidden treasure and the pearls have similarities so we can tackle them together. 

Verse 44, the parable of the treasure, the pivot of believing Israel or the remnant during the end of the age, the Tribulation is what is in view here. 

Again… like most scriptures and prophetic parables there lies a deeper meaning and multifaceted lessons woven within the scriptures. 

/Mat 13:44 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field.” The treasure is the Jewish Bels of the Tribulation. Remember the nation of Israel in the 7-year Tribulation is under the fifth cycle of discipline, and yet they are still a treasure. The analogy to the treasure; in all ages is that, born again Bels are God’s treasure and He regards them as His treasure.\
The field again is a definition for the world.

 And in God’s scale of values, therefore, we believers are first. Treasure means that which is most important; “hidden,” is in the perfect tense: hidden in the past with the result that it stayed hidden until revealed; “in a field,” the field is the world; 

/Mat 13:44 which a man found and hid again - the main take away from this is that the man is Jesus Christ; He came in His first advent to plant a treasure and will return for that treasure in His second advent. There is also the analogy of the Bel who finds truth and it becomes a treasure for him/her and they protect it.\
So as is the case in the majority of scriptures throughout the Bible we have deeper meanings and several principles in view here.
“he hides the treasure” which often points to protection, and for the joy of it he goes and sells all that he has, and buys that field.” The “hiding” here means protection that is the symbolism behind this when it points to TLJC or even the secondary principle of the Bel who finds truth.    REPEAT

/In other words, the finding of the treasure are Jewish people receiving Christ as saviour during the Tribulation, and He protects them. And this also points to a Bel who understands the value of Bible Doctrine and they now put that at the highest point on their priority list.\
In fact… turn to Hebrews chapter 12 with me.
TLJC purchased us upon that cross …HE is the owner of the world and He is the unique one of the universe who controls history…the field is HIS …He bought it in eternity past when HE stepped up from the Trinity and said I will go the cross.
/Mat 13:44 from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field
“from joy” — this goes back to the cross; “buys that field.” The point is that every Jew who believes in Christ during the Tribulation has been bought with a price, he has been redeemed and because he has been purchased and redeemed he is protected, and because he is protected he is that treasure which will be delivered at the second advent.\

Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,

This great cloud of witnesses points us to the angelic warfare that is raging all around us… the spiritual warfare…not only human eyes see what we do but angelic…fallen angels and elect angels. 
/Heb 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.\
Heb 12:3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
TLJC looked upon fallen man in eternity past and knowing how it all would play out HE said I will go forward and become a man and die for the sins of all the world even though I know…. not all will accept that grace gift.
Knowing who would become positive it was the joy set before HIM when He looked down the corridors of time and saw Bels in His plan.

That same spirit of joy should be in the heart of every Bel who finally comes to the truth of the gospel of Christ and then realizes that it is the very mind of TLJC.

It is a treasure to be protected and escalated to the highest point in our lives. What you spend most of your time, talent and treasure on is what you truly value!

 /Pro 3:13 How blessed is the man who finds wisdom and the man who gains understanding.
Bible Doctrine (truth) is a treasure, it is a blessing when it is found and then fully understood so it can be applied!\

Bible doctrine is often referred to as the treasure we should seek…the treasure we need to protect…keep close to our soul.

/Pro 2:1  My son, if you will receive my words and treasure (tsaphan) my commandments within you, 2 Make your ear attentive to wisdom, incline your heart to understanding;\
SAH-FAN is the Hebrew verb used it means treasure but it points to something of value that you hide or store away….you guard it!  REPEAT
Flip over to Matthew chapter 6.

Wisdom is what is in view it starts with the knowledge of Bible Doctrine.
It points us to the mind of TLJC.
Look what it says just a few verses down from verse 2;
/Pro 2:4 If you seek her (wisdom) as silver and search for her as for hidden treasures; 5 Then you will discern the fear (respect) of the LORD and discover the knowledge of God.\
There is an effort after salvation to gain wisdom…there is an effort and responsibility for the Bel to grow up after salvation which means Bible study!
It tells us it is there… if we are eager to search for it.

Remember what I had touched on over a year ago in Matt chapter 6;
/Mat 6:19 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.
Earthly treasure speaks to materialism and worldly knowledge/cosmic viewpoint.\
Everything here on earth is temporal.
Your money…your car…your house will not be going with you when you die!
Even our relationships like marriage will not be the same in heaven.
Yet people live for the almighty dollar or a relationship or a business.
/Mat 6:20 “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.\    STORE UP BD!
What you do right now in time….counts in eternity…you can’t get to heaven and then start living the Christian life…the race is over once we die.
Equality does not exist in heaven. 
And right now, in time where all your time, talent and treasure goes into, shows God where your heart is at…where your motivation is at. 

You can turn back into Matthew chapter 13 now.

Bels need to understand what they spend time and effort doing right now shows God how serious they are about their relationship with HIM….blessings and crowns and rewards are not given out in time or in eternity for Bels who neglect God after salvation….not everyone gets a trophy folks, that is only in the liberal pipe dream of a perfect society where everyone is political correct and follows their works programs.

So, Matthew 13:44 tells us-
/Matt 13:44 - looks to the coming Tribulation and highlights the Jews who come to believe during one of the worst times in human history. They will find divine protection but there is also a reminder woven in this scripture that all Bels should seek the treasure of truth and guard it.\
When we guard or protect something it means it has great value to us…it is kept close to our soul… it something we hold dear to us. 
Let’s look at the parable of the pearl as well as;
 
/May 13:45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, 46 and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.\

Verse 45 — “The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant [Jesus Christ] seeking fine pearls.”
 This is the story of the Church Age. In the Church Age God is seeking good pearls and the principle is the formation of the body of Christ. So, we have a special type of treasure and a treasure which beautifully represents the body of Christ.
/Mat 13:45 — “he had found one pearl of great price.” 
There are characteristics of a pearl and these apply to the Church Age Bels. This was a pearl of great value, The Bel in union with Christ is of great value to God.\
Also, we are still in that same vain of seeing greater meaning in these scriptures because a pearl is considered a treasure or rare find this is also what the Word of God is for the world.
It is a rare and great treasure of knowledge for everyone to learn from.
/A pearl is a complete, the work was done to achieve its value. We as Bels are completed by our union with Christ and what He accomplished on the Cross is finished…it is complete. \
Within the completed canon of scripture, we have no need to add to it or take from it.
The completion of the Bible ended all guess work about prophecy 	as well as the need for many of the miracles… signs and wonders because now everything comes from the study of the word. 
/The pearl is taken from the sea. The Church is made of people from all parts of the earth, the sea represents all nations - Rev 10, Rev 17.\

The completed canon of scripture has been around the world several times since the Apostles have reached out to evangelize and completed the scriptures.
Bibles and the word of God has touched all corners of the earth at some point or another. 

/The pearl is formed through pressure (suffering), the Church is formed through the suffering of Christ on the cross. The pearl is said to be purchased. The purchasing of the pearl is the work of Jesus Christ on the cross.\
The pearl is displayed. Bels are still on this earth representing the Lord Jesus Christ;
/2Cor 3:2 You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men; 3 being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.
The Bel is a letter to remain on earth for others to read.\

There are some interesting principles about pearls we can note as we close this messages;
The wild pearl is the original and the most valued but there are manufactured pearls and they have a lesser value.
/A wild pearl often has imperfections. One way to tell a natural pearl from an artificial pearl, according to the American Museum of Natural History, is to rub it against your teeth. A natural pearl will feel gritty, and an artificial pearl will feel smooth.\
Think about the Bel and the Unbel….or even the tares among the wheat.
Many false Bels and false teachers look just like the real thing.
 
/Pearls created in the wild are rare and expensive. Eventually, people began culturing pearls, which involves placing an irritant in the shells. They are then placed in holding baskets and the pearl is harvested after about 2 years.\
Notice the manufactured one is of less the value and is only differentiated from by the expert eye and a process of feeling the flaws on the original one. 

/A pearl takes between 6 months and 4 years to develop and it is only under pressure and irritation inside that oyster shell that the pearl is developed.\
The longer the time the bigger and more value the pearl has.

/ The Bel who withstands the tests, trials and is willing to grind it out for a period of time studying and applying will be a pearl of great value. Nature produces the best pearls and they have tiny flaws in them much like a Bel who still has a daily condition to deal with, yet is perfect in their position.\ 
We are considered treasures in God’s plan the Bels are like great pearls which have extreme value.

/Psa 17:8 Keep me as the apple of the eye; Hide me in the shadow of Your wings
Gal 3:29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. \
Do you believe that God looks at you as jewel…a special treasure… a perfect and expensive pearl?

/Psa 100:3 Know that the Lord, he is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

Rom 5:8 But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.\

/Jer 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.
1Pet 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.\

/Exo 19:5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;
Rom 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?\



