Mother’s Day 2024

Today Royal family we will do a much more relaxed study and it will focus upon Mother’s Day.

After some prayer and conversation with my wife I have decided to focus on the holiday where we celebrate motherhood.
Our recent study is pretty deep and can get …and actually will get… intense in the weeks ahead. So today let us focus on Mother’s - more specifically the Christian mother. 
Open up in LUKE chapter one RF.
Often times on Mothers’ Day, it is Mary the mother of Jesus we highlight in our study but not today.

Today we will see Mary’s cousin or as some historians believe - Mary’s aunt, Elizabeth. 

/Luk 1:5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah; and he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.

The Hebrew origin of her name means – an oath from GOD.\
Her name was actually very fitting!
Both Mary and Elizabeth had unique ties to prophecy – Mary through the bloodline of King David and Elizabeth a descendent of Aaron the first Levitical priest.
 
Luk 1:6 They were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord.

Elizabeth and her husband Zechariah were serious Believers, they were considered what we call today - winner Bels in the CA.
This is still the age of Israel at this historic point.

/Luk 1:7 And yet they had no child, because Elizabeth was infertile, and they were both advanced in years.

It is believed Elizabeth and her husband were well over the age of 80 years old. This is a reflection of Abraham and Sarah.\

Both Mary and Elizabeth are involved in prophetic bloodlines and both women are touched by GOD in a unique fashion to bring forth John the Baptist and TLJC.
God’s plan unfolds in prophetic fashion in extremely unique ways. Elizabeth was considered too old to have a child.
She had no success in bearing a child and now, it would seem her time was passed for motherhood. Yet GOD’s plan and God’s timing are perfect and we could never account for HIS way of fulfilling HIS plan. 
It is almost always fulfilled in very unique ways by people and circumstances we would never have guessed. 
  
/Isa 55:9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are MY ways higher than your ways And MY  thoughts than your thoughts.\

Luk 1:8 Now it happened that while he was performing his priestly service before God in the appointed order of his division,
The priestly order or division of the work load was assigned under King David. 
Luk 1:9 according to the custom of the priestly office, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense.
/According to the Law of Moses, incense was offered to God on the golden altar every morning and every evening (Exodus 30:7-8). By this time, there was an established ritual for the practice. In God’s perfect timing Zechariah got picked to light the incense and be alone in the temple.\ 
This is what the saying means – God is in every little detail. 
Luk 1:10 And the whole multitude of the people were in prayer outside at the hour of the incense offering.

Luk 1:11 Now an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense.
Not even a high ranking angel like Gaberial would enter the Holy of Holies without God’s protocol and permission. 
The golden altar of incense was a small, 3 foot high, table just outside of the curtain into the Holy of Holies. 
To his right would have been the table of showbread, and to his left would have been the golden lampstand, which provided the only light for the holy place.
The burning of incense is also very symbolic for mediation on God’s word and prayer.            REPEAT
Luk 1:12 Zechariah was troubled when he saw the angel, and fear gripped him.
/Luk 1:13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name him John.

Zechariah would not have been praying for a son at that moment. This was probably the last thing on his mind – prayers in the lighting of the incense involved praying for the coming Messiah.\

By all accounts, Elizabeth and Zechariah had long since given up on having a baby.
Luk 1:14 “You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice over his birth.
/Luk 1:15 “For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while still in his mother’s womb.  

Both Elizabeth and Mary were touched by GOD the HS in a supernatural fashion.\
This was also the first time we the filling power of God the HS mentioned. It was also seen when John was born and Zechariah had his voice brought back to him.
Jump down to verse 67; 
/Luk 1:67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying: 6 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people,

This was not only a precursor for the filling power of the Spirit in the coming Church age, it also served as a warning for Israel to repent and get ready for the Messiah to come.\ 
The miraculous birth of John the Baptist followed by the miraculous birth of Jesus Christ was a warning as well as a prophecy.
Luk 1:69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David—
The horn is the symbol of a battle cry or a warning of the arrival of Royality.
The horn of salvation was the ministry of John the Baptist. 
This was a wake up of the coming MESSIAH and a new age about to open for the plan of GOD. 
33 years later, Jesus Christ would go the cross and the dispensation of the Church would ignite and interrupt the age of Israel.  
John the Baptist was the last OT prophet.
John the Baptist ushered in the end of one dispensation and the beginning of another, he was the herald for Jesus Christ.

He was the Elijah of the end of the age of Israel to give them one more warning during a time of great apostasy. 
Both Elijah and John the Baptist lived in a time when false idols and demonic influence had overtaken the nation of Israel.  
/ Malachi 3:1 states, "Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me." 

Isaiah 40:3 proclaims, "A voice cries: 'In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.'" \
John the Baptist doesn’t happen without the dedicated life of his parents - especially Elizabeth.

/Elizabeth was elderly by all accounts when God the HS touched her womb. She never quit on the plan of GOD even after years of unanswered prayer. In the ancient world being childless was often viewed as a curse or an embarrassment. Elizabeth never waivered in her relationship with God, she never allowed disappointment or human viewpoint to change her heart.\

Mother’s are often the fearless leaders in the household when the father is lacking in his duties or not present at all.

Mother’s are usually the ones to organize, clean and set the standard in the day to day operation of the household.

/The Christian mother may very well be the one force today that delays the end time events from rapidly overtaking this world. Because the true Christian mother is one who fully embraces the words of the Christian warrior Joshua…
but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD\
Often times the Christian mother is the glue of the 3rd divine establishment – the Christian family.
We know of the life of Elizabeth in small bits and pieces because she was only seen in a few NT scriptures.

In fact, outside of the Gospel of Luke there is little written about Elizabeth. 
Yet think of her impact…the mother of John the Baptist. 
Elizabeth was an incredible woman of GOD.
A standard for all Christian woman to strive for. 
Talk about a Christian warrior and talk about long suffering and faithful! 
Talk about a winner Believer – Elizabeth has set the bar ladies.

The daily battle cry for many Christian mother’s is the same Joshua called out to the nation of Israel;
/Jos 24:15 “But if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served, which were beyond the Euphrates River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”\
The Christian Mother is the true unsung hero of our military and law enforcement population.
As you know they pray regularly, they get involved in politics and policy as well as education and community. 

They speak loudly and they stand up strong for what they believe, and they will fight for their children and husbands who stand in harm’s way for others. 
It was the women who sustained the TLJC’s ministry…they followed and they supported, they respected and honored His authority. 

When the mobs and Jewish leaders turned against the Lord they never wavered… they never ran away.

The Bible is clear that we are to honor our father’s & mother’s, it is written throughout the word of GOD - starting with the 10 Commandments that is very apparent.

The Christian mother is far and away deserving of honor and to be cherished for as I have said before she is the anchor that holds in the storm.
The Christian mother is the strong shoulder to cry upon in the day of misery.

The Christian mother is the guiding hand on a dark path.

The Christian mother is the prayer warrior who stands her post and never gives up.

The Christian mother is willing to sit at the doorway night after night and wait for the prodigal son to return.
Just as she was the one who sat at the foot of the Cross on the day that TLJC suffered in place of everyone else.

She is a warrior at heart.

She is a lioness when predators approach.

She is unconditional love when everyone else has walked away from us.

She is fearless for the sake of her family and shameless when it comes to sacrificing herself for her loved ones.

She will not set a boundary on her love limits when dealing with her children nor will she accept wallowing in failure when they make the wrong choices in life.

She will not compromise her relationship with TLJC and knows it is only through Him that she gains the strength to carry on when the pressure of life buckles her knees.

The Christian mother is not filled with hypocrisy and anger…she is filled up by the spiritual life and her love of our Savior.

/A Christian mother can be the grandmother who was there for you as a child….or the aunt who never was more than a phone call away. The Christian mother can carry a different last name then your own or perhaps even a different skin color than yours…but none the less she is the woman of God who was placed in your life to show you that motherly side of God that we often don’t learn about.\
You know who she is in your life today Royal Family.

Today is a day to honor her above the normal day to day grind.
Today is a day to give her that extra hug and kiss. Let her know how deeply she has touched you and how grateful you are God chose her to be in your life.

Happy Mother’s Day ladies.  
